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KSPC Full Council Meeting – Monday 14th November 2022 

Agenda Meeting Notes  

 

Item 4a – Police Reports 

New Police Officer and Police Community Support Officer: PC 28284 James Batt and PCSO Conor Hill 

18126 are our new contacts in the Prevention and Neighbourhoods Team, Test Valley Rural.  Conor will write 

a crime report and attend meetings when able.  

 

Item 6 – Resolved Actions List 

Ref:  Item: 
 

22/113/FC b Community Grant 
Village Hall notified of the agreed grant.  
 

22/114/FC Safe Travel Contracted Works with HCC 
HCC’s lining contractors, as at 12/10/22, have been unable to complete the last bit of edge lining on Old Vicarage 
Lane due to some parked cars on the last two visits.  BC has asked our main contractors to arrange for No Waiting 
cones to be put out. 
 
Additional Gateway and Forest Extra HGV Sign for Winchester Road 
Additional Gateway and Forest Extra HGV Sign for Winchester Road ordered from HCC, as agreed, for a cost of 
£2,468.34 and £216.62 respectfully.  
 

22/122/FC Test Valley School Prize Giving  
£25 sent as a donation towards a prize and invitation to attend, subject to availability, forwarded to the Chairman.  
School confirmed that they will make arrangements so that in future years we can forward our donation to the PTA.  
 

22/123/FC c Trim Trail Post 25 
Fallen post repaired and reinstalled by Green Grass and Cllr Storey 
 

22/126/FC Agreed Tree Works in Churchyard  
Application submitted to the LPA and a List B application submitted to the Diocese, requesting agreement to pollard 
10 lime trees and crown raise 2 conifers, 1 yew and 1 Beech Tree.   
 

22/129/FC Noticeboard for Corner of Eldon Road and Furzedown Road 
Manmade noticeboard ordered without a header from Greenbarnes, as agreed, for a cost of £1,282.38 plus VAT.  
 

 

Agenda Item 8e – Rialtas 

Rialtas, which supplies and supports KSPC’s finance programme, has been sold to N. Harris Computer 

Corporation.  Harris is a subsidiary of Constellation Software, Inc. which is the 2nd largest software company 

in Canada.  We are advised that their strategy is to acquire software companies and keep them for life, and to 

treat their acquired businesses as separate business units which are led autonomously. This means Rialtas 

retains its brand, its own strategy and budget.  Caroline Buckland is stepping down as Rialtas’ Managing 

Director with immediate effect, to enable her to start her retirement. Rialtas will be led from within a current 

Harris UK business called Quicksilva. While Rialtas transitions into Harris, Andy Cripps – the current Executive 

Vice President at Quicksilva – will take over the day-to-day operations of Rialtas.  

 

Agenda Item 10 – Cycle Training – Up Somborne Recreation Ground 
 
Request received from MC, VC Venta Cycling coach, to use the Recreation Ground in Up Somborne for 
cycle training.  A small rent, similar to the Football and Cricket Clubs has been discussed and is agreeable in 
principle to the club.  He writes:  
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“I am one of many cycling coaches who coach riders of different ages for VC Venta cycling club. We are a 
Winchester based club with 350 members and are affiliated to British Cycling. The club takes part in track, 
road, mountain biking and cyclocross events at Regional, National and International level. We also offer GO-
Ride coaching to children in the local community.  
 
Our coaching activities take place at the South Park and Ride and various local Schools. I am a specialist 
mountain bike and cyclocross coach and usually coach on a Wednesday evening in and around the Farley 
Mount area. The group age ranges vary between 7 and 71and includes girls, boys, men and women. I 
usually set up a course with plastic stakes and tape that riders have to ride around. Various skills and 
techniques are also taught at this time. For example, safe braking, how to dismount and remount a moving 
bike, how to corner and jump over obstacles to name just a few. 
 
I am writing this email as the club would like to make an official application to use part of the park for cycling 
on a Wednesday evening between 18.30 and 20.00. I have found the type of grass in the field to be 
extremely resilient when wet or dry. When it is dark, I use portable lights and the riders are all equipped with 
front and rear lights. No more than three cars park outside the park when it has been used, the rest of the 
riders cycle to the park.  
 
As I have mentioned I would be more than happy to attend a parish council meeting to answer questions that 
members may have. I have attached a British Cycling public liability insurance document to this email. 
 
Kindest regards”  
 

 

Agenda Item 11 – Play Area and Fitness Equipment Inspection Reports  

To receive the bi-annual Play Area and Fitness Equipment Inspection Reports and agree next steps 

The risk assessments for the Play Areas in King’s Somborne Recreation Ground, Muss Lane and Up 

Somborne, together with that for the Trim Trail are attached individually.   

As of 28/10/22, the following has been undertaken and Cllr Ian Younger advised:  

Seagrave Risk Rating: 1 - 3 Very Low Risk Monitor 4 - 7 Low Risk Monitor and take reasonable action if 

required 8 - 12 Medium Risk Take action to reduce if possible 13 - 20 High Risk Take action ASAP to implement 

control measures 21+ Unacceptable Risk Remove or immobilise immediately 

King’s Somborne Play Area 
Risk Assessment forwarded to RC.  Note:  

• The Shackles on the flat swings have been replaced.  

• Fence, Greengrass has replaced two wooden uprights in the bay at the end. RC confirms all other wooden uprights and 
crossbeams in the fence are now sound.  

• Rust underneath the half pipe.   RC kindly confirms that he will treat this with rust prevention paint.  

• Gate – Cllr Searle discussing with Fab Tech to see if they can rehang the gate to remove the existing pinch point, 
without the previous pinch point at the at other side of the gate, returning.  

• Rail on the play structure – Not urgent, Cllr Searle is meeting with Fab Tech to see if they can install some metal 
supporting plates.  

• Basket Swing – I will see if I can obtain any instructions from Lappset or Vitaplay.  

• Signage by Play Area and Half-Pipe – Installed by Cllr Storey 
 

Muss Lane 
Risk Assessment forwarded to Cllr Young.  Note:  

• 4 – rocker – Spring distorted in ground.  Quotes for repair or replacement to be considered within the exempt session.  

• Broken Gate – I have asked Cllr Searle whether he can look at this with Fab Tech, when attending KS Play Area. Also 
referred to a playground contractor for consideration.  
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Up Somborne Play Area  
Risk Assessment forwarded to PD and AK.  Note:    

• Wetpour – Under Swings & Up & Over Net.   
AK reviewed.  The grass has been left to see whether it would grow over the gaps, as suggested by the Rospa 
inspector, but not successful, particularly with edging.  Re: swings, on the side and back, so feel less likely a child would 
run from that direction. Not immediately concerned as to the risk. The gap is as much as 1 inch in places.   
Question: Rated 8, consider obtaining quotes for repairs to the edging?  

• Cracking in timber - The attached report says ‘monitor’ the cracks.   Rospa’s website advises that “Wood is a natural 
material and cracking is natural. Normally these will have no appreciable effect on the strength of the material. They 
should not exceed 10mm wide (in which case they can be a "finger trap" as defined by EN 1176) or are places where 
water can remain and soak into the wood”.   AK advises that it is not possible to get a finger into the largest crack. 
Recommendation is to monitor.  

• Fire damaged rope – rated 7, low risk.  Recommendation is to monitor.  

• Signs – Installed by Cllr Storey.  

• Basket Swings – applies to Up Somborne and King’s Somborne.  Clerk to seek guidance.  

• Exercise Equipment – Rospa inspector advised that we didn’t need grass matting.  Council decision taken not to 
replace.  
 

Trim Trail 
Risk Assessment forwarded to Cllr Storey.  Note:   

• Greengrass has trimmed foliage from the posts and apparatus.  

• Greengrass has replaced Post 25 

• Greengrass and Cllr Storey will attend to Posts with numbers 

• Cllr Storey will sand down fire damage on the Sit Up Bench, activity 8 

• Contractor visiting site to advise and quote for any works required to the activities.  Quotes to be considered within the 
exempt session.  

 

Councillors – for play area quotes – see exempt meeting notes. 

 

Agenda Item 12 – Dragon’s Teeth, Old Vicarage Lane 

At the July meeting Cllr Hughes reported that one of the Dragon’s Teeth in Old Vicarage Lane is rotten.  Cllr 

Storey has reported this to HCC via “Report a Problem”, outcome not currently known.   

At the October meeting Cllr Brock advised that there was some concern as to the need for Dragon’s Teeth in 

Old Vicarage Lane.  Cllr Storey confirmed installed by Hampshire Highways.   

Council requested that I place this on the November agenda for discussion.  

 

Agenda Item 13 – Test Valley Association of Parish and Town Councils – Next meeting: Thurs 24th 

November 2022, 7.30pm via Teams.   

Agenda:  

1. Local Elections, May 2023 (20 minutes) 

Frances Cleland, Electoral Services Manager to give an overview of the local 

elections scheduled for May 2023 and to highlight key changes for electors. 

2. TVBC Corporate Plan – local priorities (30 minutes) 

James Moody, Head of Strategy and Innovation to present details of the outcomes of 

the public consultation on the new corporate plan and for a discussion on local 

priorities. 

3. Parish and Town Update and Information Sharing 

4. An opportunity to receive updates from Association Representatives and Town and 

Parish Council members. 

5. Items for future meetings 

6. Forthcoming meetings: 23 February 2023, 25 May 2023, 30 September 2023 – Joint Annual 

conference with TVBC, 23 November 2023 

Council to consider a representative / availability of Member(s) to attend.  
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Agenda Item 14 – British Telecom Broadband and Phone Outage at Up Somborne.  

Correspondence received from a resident of Up Somborne – for discussion 

“Following my message last week, I am now setting down some details about the recent BT broadband and 
phone outage at Up Somborne. I would very much appreciate it if you could raise the matter as correspondence 
at the next Parish Council meeting and let me know of the Council's response. 
 
On Sunday 23 October, Up Somborne was struck by a freak weather event, which some people are calling a 
tornado. Thankfully, this caused no human casualties and structural damage to buildings etc as far as I am 
aware was limited. However, several trees on the Winchester Road were felled, along with three poles carrying 
BT phone lines. As a result, from the early afternoon of 23 October those with BT landlines and broadband 
suffered a total service outage. (There is another provider serving our village- Gigabeam- which uses 
alternative technology, but by no means all residents have access to this service.) 
 
Multiple reports were made by residents to BT on 23 and 24 October about this significant problem. 
Unfortunately, the response from the company was very slow indeed and from 24 October until the final 
resolution of the problem yesterday (Saturday 5 November in the late afternoon) it was giving contradictory 
accounts to individual residents about the difficulty and what needed to be done to resolve it. For myself, when 
I contacted them, I was met by confusion, with the adviser saying that he was unable to contact Open Reach 
to clarify the situation. He tried to be helpful and ending up by sending me a temporary mini-hub, which I know 
other residents received but honestly, this was worse than useless- most probably because we have very poor 
mobile phone coverage in the village and the mini-hub worked through EE, the BT mobile phone network. 
Thus, an immediate problem of technology was piled on top of a longer-standing infrastructure issue. 
 
The overall impression was, frankly, that BT was not at all interested in Up Somborne's problem and was 
content to allow it to run until such time as they could conveniently fit it into their work schedule. It certainly 
gave no sense that it viewed the loss of broadband and phone connectivity to an isolated rural community as 
any sort of priority. Only the intervention of our local councillor Ian Jeffrey and then Caroline Nokes MP seemed 
to stir the company from its apathy. 
 
I appreciate that the freak weather event could not possibly have been accounted for. What is greatly 
concerning to me is BT's apparent indifference to dealing swiftly and decisively with a problem that had major 
impact on the lives of most of Up Somborne's residents. In terms of action now, I would hope that the Parish 
Council might be prepared to contact BT and emphasise on our behalf just how important broadband and 
landline phone connectivity is for communities like ours (especially for older people and those depending on 
these things for their work and livelihoods); and ask it for a commitment that if a similar event occurs in the 
future, it will be met with a quick and robust response (in the way that I suspect would be the case for a more 
populated urban area). 
 
I am copying this message to Ian Jeffrey as our local councillor and it may well be that he addresses the matter 
during Councillors' Reports at your next meeting. Had I still been on the Parish Council, I would certainly have 
raised it myself. In any case, I would be most grateful if you could let me know the Council's views and response 
in due course. Many thanks”. 
 

 

Agenda Item 15 – Parish Council Representatives 

The purpose of examining the Terms of Reference for Parish Council Representatives is to provide clarity for 

both Members, the Council and individual organisations concerned, currently the “Village Hall Management 

Committee” and “Houghton Village Crime Detection Working Group.  

Suggested Terms of Reference (lifted from Terms of Reference from other Parish Councils) 

Background  

Councillors represent the Parish Council on a number of outside committees and bodies. They are not there 

in an individual capacity but attend to represent the Parish Council. Any views or opinions expressed must 

represent the Parish Council views.  

 

This representation is an important element of community engagement. It ensures that relevant key issues of 

mutual concern or benefit can be brought to the Parish Council and discussed at Council meetings.  
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For this representation to work effectively it is important that the following process is followed.  

 

The Process  

Membership on outside bodies is agreed at a Parish Council meeting. For each organisation a Parish 

Councillor is Representative for, they must:  

a) Let the Parish Council (Members & Clerk) know in advance when meetings are to take place and the 

agenda, seeking informal comments and/or questions to support fact finding and discussion.   

b) Attend meetings, share the views of Council where formally agreed.  Utilise informal comments 

and/or questions to support discussions.  

c) If a specific question on the Council’s position is raised, make it clear that reference is required to the 

Council, unless specific authority has been given at a previous Council meeting.  

d) Bring all requests from the organisation to Council.  Request the Clerk table an agenda item at the 

next meeting, providing a short report for the agenda meeting notes.  

e) If a piece of work is required to discuss ideas, request Council appoint two members to work 

alongside the Representative, ‘working group style’, in line with Council discussion. 

f) If unable to attend a meeting, let the organisation and Clerk know.  

g) Copy e-mail contacts with outside bodies to the Chairman and Clerk. A brief email note of telephone 

discussions shall be provided.  

h) Forward minutes of the meeting, or a report written if no minutes available, to the Clerk when 

available, who will table at the next meeting for information. 

i) It is not expected that the representative is involved in the day to day running of the organisation.  

Any support offered should therefore be as an ‘individual’ and not as the ‘Council Representative’. 

Leadership roles such as chairman or vice-chairman, treasurer etc. should not be held.  

j) Representatives who become actively involved should, having brought matters to Council, declare a 

personal interest, and not vote.  If this point is reached, it may be appropriate to continue to support 

the organisation as an ‘individual’ and request Council appoints a new ‘Representative’.  

k) If unable to continue as the Council Representative for any reason, advise the Chairman and Clerk, 

who will table a replacement at the next meeting.  

These guidelines are designed not to restrict councillors but to protect both them and the Council, supporting 

Representatives to work within legislation pertaining to Parish Councils.  

Sharing with organisations concerned will support expectation and avoid misunderstanding. 

 

 

Agenda Item 16 – Village Fete 2023 

Correspondence received from the Chair of Fundraising, King's Somborne Village Hall Management 

Committee, requesting the availability of a councillor to attend a meeting on 8th November 2022, 18:00 to 19:30 

in the Jubilee Room to participate in initial discussions regarding the possibility of a Village Fete in 2023.  If 

the outcome of discussion is that this might go ahead, formal engagement to follow.  E-mail forwarded to all 

councillors.  Cllr Ian Younger kindly offered to attend.  

 

Agenda Item 17 – Clerk’s Report 

Item  Notes 

a.  New Community Engagement Officers at TVBC 
Marie Stubbington (MStubbington@testvalley.gov.uk) and Michaela Cavuoto (MCavuoto@testvalley.gov.uk). 
Best point of contact for King’s Somborne, replacing Immy Coley, who has moved to another area.  
 

b.  Road Closure for Remembrance 
Application for the usual road closure to support a short service of Remembrance at the War Memorial Sunday 
13th November 2022, has been agreed by TVBC.  
Cllr Storey has cleaned the detritus from the memorial.  
 

mailto:MStubbington@testvalley.gov.uk
mailto:MCavuoto@testvalley.gov.uk
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Item 18 – Correspondence Received 

Ref: Item: 

a.  Parish Clock 
Correspondence received requesting consideration to electrify the winding mechanism of the church clock.  Investigated 
the history as the Council has covered the cost of repairs in the past, through grants agreed back to its installation.  
Ownership and responsibility for the Parish Clock rests with the PCC, therefore forwarded to the churchwardens, advising 
if unable to locate volunteers through advertising and wished to revisit and fundraise to electrify the mechanism, the PCC 
could approach KSPC for a contributory grant.  Doubtful that any one organisation in the parish could afford this without 
fundraising and grant applications.  
Churchwarden (JA) advised that the PCC has agreed to move forward to Electrify the clock, specifically in consideration 
of the ladder. 
 

 


