
Agenda Item 13 - Allotments 
 
Dear Liz, 
 
Further to your email I thought it would be helpful to provide an update following the Bishops 
Council meeting and our ongoing discussions with Shorewood Homes. 
 
After very careful consideration at the Bishops Council meeting it was decided that the Diocese 
would continue to work with Shorewood Homes on the development of the current allotment site 
subject to providing an acceptable alternative allotment site for the local community very close to 
the existing allotment site. I believe Richard Wickens of Shorewood Homes shared their thoughts on 
a revised layout plan for the residential development and alternative allotment site at the meeting 
you held with Richard. As you are aware this shows the alternative allotment site immediately 
adjacent to the existing. Please note Shorewood Homes will shortly be submitting a fresh application 
based on the plan presented to you. Once the application has been registered the local community 
will, of course, have the opportunity to submit their comments to the local planning authority in the 
usual way. We fully appreciate that some members of the local community have reservations. 
However we consider that the revised proposed Shorewood Homes scheme would not only provide 
much needed affordable housing in the local area but also a more accessible allotment site with off-
street parking, wc and storage. It would also ensure that the Directors of the Winchester Diocesan 
Board of Finance meet all their obligations under ecclesiastical law in regards to the management 
and of their Glebe portfolio.  
 
As I believe you are aware, the Diocese will hold the freehold of the alternative allotment site if 
planning permission is granted and the scheme implemented. The Diocese is prepared to consider 
the grant of a long lease at a nominal rent to the Parish Council, if they so wish, to secure the long 
term future of the alternative allotment site for the community. I hope this is all clear but please let 
me know if you would like to have a conversation about any of the points and we can book a date in 
the diary. 
 
With all good wishes 
 
Colin 
 

Colin Harbidge 

Diocesan Secretary & Chief Operating Officer  
24 May 2022 


