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King’s Somborne Parish Council Meeting – Monday 11th April 2022 – Epworth Hall 

Agenda Meeting Notes 

Agenda Item: 4 – Reports from the Police, Borough and County Councillors 

Police: Apologies received from PCSO Stubbington, but due to a member of the team leaving and work 
responsibilities on the ground, it has not been possible to collate the usual report. PCSO Stubbington 
recommends the website www.police.uk as a good source of what has been happening in the area.  

Borough Councillor: Mid Test Matters – April 2022 has been uploaded to the Parish Council website.  
(‘County & Borough Reports’ tab at the top of the homepage) 

Agenda Item: 6 – Resolved Actions – Update since last meeting 

Ref Item 

21/225/FC Litter Bin – Cemetery Layby 
TVBC apologise but the bin has been delayed over year-end.  As soon as they have new stock, this will be 
installed.  Meanwhile they have arranged to collect the litter.  
 

21/174/FC 

 

Trim Trail 
Contracted repairs have been undertaken.  I will now add the Trim Trail to the 6-monthly play area and exercise 
equipment inspections undertaken by Seagrave 
 

21/243/FC b NDP 
Part 3 – Facilitation – Public Consultation: A Principal Consultant has been assigned by AECOM, who is in 
communication with the NDP Working Group to arrange a date to start this piece of work, assistance with 
preparations for the second Regulation 14 consultation. 
 

21/243/FC c Allotments – The Clerk to write to the Bishops in consideration of the importance of the pastoral element, to 
request discussion and liaison.  
 
Further to letters to both Nigel Wright, Diocesan Property Business Manager, and Bishop Debbie, letter received 
4th April 2022 from the Diocesan Secretary & Chief Operating Officer: 
“As you will be aware we’ve had some changes in personnel and roles within the Diocesan Team recently and 
we are all getting up to speed on the background and sensitivities to this project we have inherited.  
I’m afraid none of us are able to attend the meeting on behalf of the Diocesan Team and suspect we would not 
be able to offer much to the discussions at this time.  I am however in touch with a number of local people, 
including Revd. Tom Benson and have offered to attend a PCC meeting in due course to discuss this matter 
and listen to any further concerns.  
Before that, it is important that I update our Bishop’s Council (Board of Directors) on recent developments with 
this project.  The Revd. Benson and others have kindly provided feedback to me which I will be sharing with our 
Directors in a written report.  After that I will be in a better position to update the local community on where we 
are.” 
 

21/163/FC Epworth Hall 
Contract signed with the Epworth Hall for the Council’s monthly meetings for a period of one year, as from 11th 
April 2022. 
 

21/162/FC SLR and SID Management 
Contract signed with Simon Nightingale to manage the Council’s SLR/SIDs for 2022/23 
 

21/160/FC b Grounds Maintenance Contracts – King’s Somborne Playing Field and Up Somborne Recreation Ground 
Contract signed with Test Valley to undertake agreed works for 2022/23 
 

21/160/FC a Lengthsman 
Contract signed to enable KSPC participation in the 2022/23 Lengthsman’s Scheme 
 

21/158/FC Weed Killer and Fertiliser for the Recreation Ground 
Arranged for this to be undertaken in April 2022 by Complete Weed Control.  
 

http://www.police.uk/
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21/155/FC Jacob MacMillan – Boxing Coach 
Further to an initial discussion with PCSO Marie Stubbington, Jacob MacMillan, professional boxing coach, is 
offering to meet young people in the village, discuss life in general, the benefits of boxing and related matters 
to encourage and support young people in their life choices. Jacob brings with him experience from his previous 
employment as the Pastoral Care Manager at Lakeside School, which supports pupils with social, emotional 
and mental health needs.  
Council to advise organisations that may welcome his input.   
 

21/152/FC Traffic Calming Works at 10 agreed sites, pus directional signs to Forest Farm 
Agreed works ordered from HCC – Highways on 23rd March 2022, at an estimated cost to the Council of 
£7,191.25.  This sum, when finalised, will be requested from agreed CIL funds held by TVBC.  
 

21/249/FC Paediatric Defibrillator Padz 
Ordered and kept with the defibrillator at the Village Hall 
 

21/247/FC HCC Adult Social Care Grant Cuts Consultation – implication on Somborne Neighbourcare 
Comments as discussed forwarded to HCC on behalf of the Council.  
 

21/244/FC Jubilee Celebrations 
£250 grant as agreed transferred to The Crown to support Jubilee Celebrations.  
 

21/223/FC e Assets of Community Value 
Contact made with the who has confirmed he will update the web site register to show the Clerk’s address as 
the point of contact 
 

Agenda Item: 8 – RFO’s Finance Reports 

• Monthly payment of accounts.  Note, that these are the March finances.  The Income & Expenditure 
sheet provides the totals against budget at the end of March, but not the end of the financial year.  Income 
and expenditure expected in April but relating to 2021/22 is still to be considered.  I am meeting with Rialtas 
to close down year-end on 11th May, with the Internal Auditor on 18th May and I will then bring the year-
end accounts to the June PC meeting.   

In consideration of the Rialtas close-down date, I will not be able to bring the April finances to the May PC 
meeting.  But instead will reconcile 2 months, April & May, for the June meeting.  

• Reconciling the Savings Account.  Since publishing the agenda, the easiest and clearest way forward 
to show the Council’s financial position, is to provide one reconciliation statement for both the savings and 
current account monthly.  
 

• Year-end EMR’s – postponed to the May meeting.  

• Payment to the Village Hall on behalf of the Mum’s and Toddler’s Group – an emergency payment 
agreed with the Chairman.  KH to provide the detail.   

Agenda Item: 9 – NDP 

a) No update this month 

Agenda Item 11 – Jubilee Celebrations 

E-mail received in relation to the Up Somborne Jubilee Celebrations:  

During a discussion with Cllr Ian Jeffrey about Up Somborne's proposed Jubilee Big Lunch, he told us about the Test Valley Borough 
Councillors' Community Grant Scheme and the possibility of us getting additional help in meeting the costs of the Event. 
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We are very grateful for KSPC's £200 donation, but we are continuing to look for additional methods of covering our costs and reducing 
the amount that residents will be asked to pay for tickets e.g., we have recently been advised by Hants CC that they are unwilling to 
provide suitable road closure signs and therefore it will be necessary to hire these. 

On reviewing the attached Eligibility Criteria and Guidance for the scheme, we have found some problems: 

• The Village Committee comprises a group of volunteers and we do not have a constitution or Memorandum and Articles of 
Association, nor do we have 

• A bank account; we use a personal bank account of a longstanding village resident. 

This morning, I discussed these problems with Imogen Colley and she advised me that this could be resolved by KSPC applying for a 
grant on our behalf. She also stated that there were little funds available at the moment, given we are close to the end of the financial 
year; consequently any application should wait until the second week of the new financial year.  

Would KSPC be prepared to help us? 

In anticipation that Council, in consideration of the applications being received from across the parish for 
Jubilee events, may prefer a parish-wide approach if applying for a B/Cllr Community Grant, as with funds 
received from C/Cllr Drew, I e-mailed our B/Cllrs to ask their preferred approach.   B/Cllr Jeffery has confirmed 
the following:  

“Liz, I’d be happy to support King’s Somborne Parish’s request for a TVBC Councillor Grant of (realistically) £300 on behalf of the Up 
Somborne Platinum Jubilee event. This will then be considered with other parishes’ requests along the same lines”. 
 
In consideration of B/Cllr Jeffrey’s kind offer, Council is asked by Up Somborne whether it will consider applying 
for a grant to support their event from B/Cllr Jeffrey’s allocation.   

Agenda Item: 12 – Annual Parish Assembly 

Not to be confused with the Annual General Meeting, to be held on Monday 9th May 2022.   

The requirement to hold an APA is outlined in the Local Government Act 1972, section 9(1).  It is not a Council 

meeting but is usually convened by the Chairman.  It must be held every year between 1st March and 1st 

June.   

The APA was not held in 2020 or 2021 due to COVID.  Guidance is that it should take place this year. 

There is no specific agenda for the APA.  Nationwide it usually includes an annual report from the Chairman, 

the Borough Councillors, the County Councillors and the Police.  It may also include a separate finance report, 

but it does not need to.  Reports can be circulated prior to the meeting, using meeting time for questions and 

answers.  In addition, it may include a guest speaker on a topic of interest to the parish, or a trade fair of local 

organisations to encourage those new to the village to find out more.  It can be a short 10-minute meeting 

before a regular parish council meeting, or a separate meeting at a larger location designed to encourage as 

many residents as possible.  

The question is what would be welcomed this year, as we are just coming out of COVID.  Would it be sensible 

to keep it short this year, to take place before either the April or the May Council meetings?   

Council to discuss and advise the Chairman.  

Agenda Item: 13 – Council Committees and Working Groups 

Membership is confirmed annually at the May AGM.  With several newish councillors, it would be helpful to 
spread responsibilities across all.  The proposal is that the Clerk sends a spreadsheet to all, to request 
individual preferences, and collates this for the May meeting.   This can then be taken into consideration at the 
May meeting to support a spread of responsibilities across all.  
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Agenda Item: 14 – Resilience 

It was clear from the recent power cuts that affected part of the village only, that residents, the village hall and 

councillors available, rightly or wrongly, had different expectations as to the threshold for when the emergency 

plan would come into effect and the part each would play.  To discuss, to ensure that in an event of a more 

serious emergency, the plan, with all its helpful recommendations, is put into play smoothly, with all having the 

same expectations.  

Agenda Item: 15 – Assets of Community Value 

The following are listed as Assets of Community Value (25/07/18 to 24/07/23) 

• Cross Stores 

• King’s Somborne Church of England School 

• The Crown 

• The Corner House 

• Land at Church Road 

• John O’Gaunt Inn 

• King’s Somborne Methodist Church 

• King’s Somborne Working Men’s Club 

In consideration of information regarding the listing of Assets of Community Value, circulated to Council prior 

to the meeting, Council to consider whether it feels there is value in requesting any further listings.  

Agenda Item: 16 – Open Spaces and Play Area Signs 

Cllr Storey has read the recommendations from various past safety inspection reports on safety and disclaimer 
notices on the PC’s recreational equipment and kindly obtained quotes for their production. 
 
Across our various sites, we need nine notices with suitable wording and these can be made on metal dibond 
at a cost of £10 each plus VAT.  We also need three new ‘No dog’ notices at £5 each plus VAT. Total cost 
£105 plus VAT. 
 
Proofs attached for Council consideration.  
 
Agenda Item: 17 – Play Inspection Reports 
 
To receive the recent Play Inspector’s reports and to discuss/agree any next steps required.  
 
Agenda Item: 18 – Somborne Café – Grant Request 

Grant application attached.  Response to Parish Council Questions: 

 
1. How you came to decide the village hall is the best location, versus other venues more central? 
 

• The Village Hall is close to the school where we hope parents dropping off/picking up their children 
will come to the café. Off street, safe parking is available. There are other hirers such as the yoga 
class on a Thursday who are potential customers. The Jubilee Room has its own kitchen and opens 
out on to the Recreation Ground where we aim to locate picnic tables and attract walkers and cyclists. 

 

• I am not sure what you call the ‘centre’ of the village. 
 

• The Village Hall committee was very encouraging when first approached about the project. 
 
2. How will this compare with any other facility offering drinks and light refreshments in the parish?  
 

• As far as I am aware the village does not have a café similar to those we studied in Braishfield, 
Broughton and Lockerley. We will not be selling alcohol. Our aim is to be open 5 days a week as the 
project develops dependent on demand and supply of volunteers. 

 
• We now have 16 willing volunteers and hope to launch at the Village Hall on 26 April. As the project 

develops we intend to open an extra day each month so that within 6 months we will be open every 
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day. Each session will be 3 hours with different start and finish times for each day so that we attract 
different groups ie people dropping off/picking up from school, cyclists, people working from home. 

 
3. Why you wish to purchase your crockery, tablecloths etc. when the village hall has significant quantities 

that it imagines you could potentially use?  
 

• We are keen to create a café atmosphere where visitors will enjoy the experience and social 
interaction. We believe one of the ingredients is not only high-quality food and drink but a brand feel 
to the crockery, table cloths, table cloths, posters etc. We understand that the Village Hall does have 
crockery but if another user has hired the main hall at the same time, we would not necessarily have 
access to it. We felt it best to have our own crockery and our research showed that other nearby cafes 
such as Braishfield and Lockerley have done the same. 

 

• The tablecloths need to be wiped clean after each use and we felt it important to invest accordingly. 
 

• Cakes need to be under cover in specifically designed units which needed to be purchased. 
 
4. What evidence do you have that this will be a success?  Have you considered “testing the waters” using 

the facilities of the village hall or others in the first instance, before this not inconsiderable outlay? 
 

• The reaction talking to members of the village was very positive. Similar projects in nearby villages are 
successful. 

 

• Our overriding mission is to create a social hub in the village where people feel welcomed and 
comfortable.  

 

• For the reasons stated in Q3 we felt we wanted to start as we mean to continue which will encourage 
customers to return. 

 
5. Whether the village hall committee has offered you a reduced rate in consideration of your current cashflow 

and voluntary approach.  
 

• The Village Hall committee have indicated that there will be help in the future. 
 

Alastair Dodds, 24 Mar. 22 

Agenda Item: 19 – Clerk’s Report 

Ref Item 

a Strawberry Lane – Road Closure Agreed – Sunday 5th June 
Applied for by the Residents, a road closure has been agreed for Strawberry Lane, between the Telephone Kiosk and just 
beyond the entrance to the Recreation Ground for Sunday 5th June between 09:00 and 17:00.  
 

 
Agenda Item: 20 – Correspondence Received 
 

Ref Item 

a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):  
E-mail received from a resident raising the following:  
a) Concern that, in his opinion, the concerns raised by a resident in January 2022, regarding the conclusions made 

from the evidence base by Council in the Draft Final Site Selection Table, have not been glossed over.  And that he 
does not believe KSPC is giving proper, objective consideration to all the evidence base.   

b) Asking when feedback to the above resident’s letter, Annex 1 & 2, dated 16th January, that Council agreed to forward 
to AECOM, will be in the public domain.   

c) Concern that from his perspective, very few councillors express a viewpoint or input into NDP discussions. 
The resident’s letter in full has been forwarded to Council.  

 
 


