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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held Monday 11th October 2021 at 7.30pm, in King’s Somborne Village Hall 

 

These minutes are draft until resolved as accurate at, usually, the following Full Council meeting.  

 

Present:   Cllr I Beacham   And from item 21/139/FC 

   Cllr K Hughes   Cllr P Storey 

   Cllr M Qassim   Cllr J Young 

   Cllr O Wales   Cllr I Younger 

Cllr R Webb  

    

In Attendance:    County Councillor Mr D Drew (from 21/107/FC to 21/108/FC) 

Mrs E Manship, Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council 

 

Also present:  10 members of the public (from 21/130/FC to 21/140/FC) 

 

Apologies:  Cllrs: P Duncan & S Searle 

B/Cllr Mr T Ward and PC Tristan Pugh.  

       

21/130/FC Welcome  

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.   

21/131/FC Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Duncan and Searle, both on holiday; Cllr Ward and PC Tristan 

Pugh, both of which had forwarded their reports.   

21/132/FC Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  

None  

21/133/FC Public Session 

a) Casual Vacancies: 

Further to their recent applications, Mr Peter Storey, Mr John Young and Mr Ian Younger, 

summarised their experience and reasons for standing as a Councillor. Mr Storey has a 

background in Public Administration, Mr Young, Electronics Engineering and Mr Younger has 

worked in Public Service, in the Regularity and Conduct area.   

 

b) NDP: 

In consideration of agenda items (d) “to approve the decision to create 4 sites with 1 x 14, 2 

x 10 and 1 x 7 dwellings” and (e) “To approve the Scope of Work for the facilitation of the 

final site selection” a resident shared the following concerns:  

“With Reference to item 10(d) on tonight’s agenda, to approve the decision to create 4 sites with 1x14, 

2x10 and 1x7 dwellings, I am concerned about the following points and ask who made this decision? 

How can any decision on the absolute numbers on any site be made by the Parish Council? The 

AECOM report has been used already as the basis for decisions by the PC on suitability of sites and it 

clearly indicated on the amber sites a guide to the number of dwellings that could be considered 

appropriate. In many previous meetings we have been told that it’s not the place of the PC to stipulate 

detail of any development, that is the responsibility of the landowners in any application that they may 

wish to submit to TVBC. 

Agenda item 10(e) is for the approval for the Scope of Work in the Final Site selection. In this item there 

are reports that at this point in time have not been received by the Parish Council e.g., Waterco 2, 

Hampshire Highways, and Highway Consultants report.  How can the Council consider item 10(d) when 

three significant reports haven’t been received and the Scope of Work even decided upon by the PC? 
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The Scope of Work addendum mentions a workshop for the public i.e., Parishioners to gather their 

views. However, the previous paragraph says very clearly that at the time of said meeting the site 

selection will have already been made.  So, in essence the Parishioners views will be irrelevant. 

At the present time to the best of my knowledge there is also a planning appeal outstanding which if 

found in favour of the applicant will make the current site selection decisions especially regarding 

numbers of dwellings on sites totally irrelevant. 

I am sure that I don’t need to remind Councillors that all the reports involved in the NDP process have 

been commissioned and paid for by the Parish Council and Locality at significant cost to the taxpayer.  

In conclusion I firmly believe that the Final site Selection phase should only be concluded once ALL the 

outstanding reports have been received and been published for all to see. Thus, allowing all councillors, 

as well as parishioners, to give due and proper consideration to all ALL the available information, 

including the holding of a public meeting to get the views of Parishioners that is part of the Scope of 

Work document proposed in Item.  

As such I believe that item 10(d) should be postponed until it can be properly considered by the Parish 

Council”. 

Councillor Hughes thanked the resident for raising his concerns, which she would address in 

her “NDP Update”, tabled for later in the meeting.  

A resident asked how the NDP was progressing in relation to the agreed Timeline.  Councillor 

Hughes confirmed that the NDP is behind the timeline, due to the length of time consultancy 

has taken to turn around.   

A resident asked whether the Council had received correspondence regarding the current 

position of sites 207 and 80, above and below the footpath.  The Clerk confirmed that further 

to the last meeting a ‘holding letter’ had been received from the resident’s solicitor, but no 

further communication had been received from any party.    

21/134/FC To receive reports from C/Cllr David Drew, B/Cllr Tony Ward and PC Tristan Pugh.  

a) County Councillor David Drew presented his report:  

a. Restrictions lifted on visits to Hampshire household waste recycling centres 
Hampshire County Council has lifted the one visit per week limit for residents taking waste to the 
county’s 24 household waste recycling centres (HWRCs).   Residents will need to continue to book.   
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210930HWRCBookingRestrictionLifted  

 
b. Young people invited to stand as Hampshire’s next Members of the UK Youth Parliament 

Do you know of anyone between the ages of 11 and 18 who would like to make their voices heard 
to a wider audience.  The UK Youth Parliament enables young people aged 11 to18 across the UK 
to use their elected voice to bring about social change. The elections are non-party political, and 
candidates campaign based on issues about which they are 
passionate. https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211004-parliament  

 
c. ‘Walktober’ – striding out for health and cleaner air around Hampshire’s schools 

October is the International Walk to School month. To celebrate, Hampshire County Council is 
encouraging parents to leave the car at home for all, or part of the school run, and to walk the 
journey instead - to help build opportunities for exercise in their children’s school day, and to 
improve air quality around schools.  Even if it’s not possible to leave the car at home for the entire 
school run, ‘Park and Stride’ sites may be available at schools and turning off idling engines while 
waiting can make a positive difference too. 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/30092021WalktoberPR  

 
d. County Council takes steps to expand Hampshire’s recycling capability 

Hampshire County Council has agreed to commission Veolia UK to prepare and submit a planning 
application seeking permission to develop a new materials recovery facility in Eastleigh.  The new 
facility will enable a wider range of dry mixed recyclables, collected at the kerbside, to be processed 
- sorting them into the constituent materials ahead of distribution to market and ensure that 
Hampshire’s waste authorities continue to operate in line with Government expectations and 
legislation. https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210924recyclingplans  
 

e. Former Hampshire County Councillors honoured 
Four former Hampshire County Councillors have been recognised today for their distinguished 
service to the people of Hampshire – with the award of the title of Honorary Alderman.   The title of 
Honorary Alderman is made to recognise the eminent and lengthy service of former County 
Councillors who are no longer elected Members of the Council.   

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210930HWRCBookingRestrictionLifted
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211004-parliament
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/30092021WalktoberPR
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210924recyclingplans
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Roy Perry - served as a County Councillor from 2005 to 2021, representing the Division of Romsey 
Extra until 2017 and then the revised boundary of Romsey Rural. He was Leader of the County 
Council from 2013 to 2019.  Roy was the leader of TVBC until 1995 and has also been an MEP. 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/3092021HonoraryAldermen2021  

 
f. Trading Standards reminds Hampshire food firms to get prepped for 'Natasha’s Law' 

A major new change in food labelling comes into force from 1 October which will help to protect 
consumers with allergies – and businesses that make and sell pre-packed food must be ready, 
Hampshire County Council’s Trading Standards has reminded.  Natasha’s Law has been 
implemented following the death of teenager Natasha Ednan-Laperouse, who died after suffering 
an allergic reaction to a baguette. Under current legislation, food prepared on the premises in which 
it is sold is not required to display allergen information in writing. It meant there was no specific 
allergen information on the packaging of the baguette that caused Natasha’s fatal reaction.  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211004natashaslaw  

 
g. Early progress set out for a County Deal for Pan-Hampshire 

Early options and proposals for a potential County Deal for the Pan-Hampshire area will be set out 
to members of Hampshire County Council’s Cabinet on 12 October, marking the start of work to 
prepare a detailed starting proposition for negotiation with Government later this year.  A summary 
‘prospectus’ document, which sets out the ambition, priorities and options for taking forward a 
County Deal for the Pan-Hampshire area (covering Hampshire County Council, the 11 district and 
borough councils within the County Council administrative area, Portsmouth and Southampton City 
Councils and the Isle of Wight Council) has since been developed and will form the basis of further 
discussions with the area’s borough, district and unitary authorities during the autumn, as well as 
wider consultation with other stakeholders. 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/04102021CountyDealforPan-Hampshire 

 

b) County Councillor Drew – Questions from the floor:  

a. 30mph Speed Limit Restrictions: Cllr Beacham advised Cllr Drew of discussion 

between the Safe Travel Working Group and Hampshire Highways, the Working 

Group requesting that the 30mph stretches be extended at the edges of the village.  

Cllr Beacham confirmed that he appreciated that the HCC Officer, in advising this 

isn’t possible, must quote Council policy, but asks Cllr Drew whether the policy can 

and should be reconsidered. Significant housing has been built in the village since 

the 30mph stretches were first agreed and many feel that just minimal extension to 

these stretches will make a significant difference to the quality of life for residents, 

particularly in respect of HGVs.  Cllr Drew asked Cllr Beacham to forward information 

by e-mail.  

 

c) Borough Councillor Tony Ward: 

Mid-Test Matters – Issue 27 – previously circulated and uploaded to the Parish Council 

website: www.kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk   

 

d) PC 3672 Tristan Pugh:    

Monthly Crime Report for Kings Somborne & Michelmersh Beat, prepared by PCSO Marie 

Stubbington:  

a. 1 x Assault.  Investigated and no further action.  Partner agencies aware and criminal action 

does not proportionate.  

b. 2 x Concern for welfare.  One from a relative as they were struggling to contact them.  Another 

had heard raised voices in a neighbouring property.  Both AIO after attendance and no 

offences. 

c. 1 x Verbal domestic incident – both parties spoken to and safeguarding protocol completed.  

d. 1 x offence of Drink driving – Male arrested and charged at scene. 

e. 1 x Missing person – Child has run away from home.  All relevant parties aware and 

safeguarding in place.  Child found safe and well. 

f. Suspicious – Timsbury - Rogue traders.  Safeguarding visit by PCSO’s and advice given. 

g. Suspicious persons reports -1 x door to door seller, 1 x vehicle seen in the early hours of the 

morning in driveway – possible emergency services.   

h. Suspicious vehicle – Voices heard shouting and vehicles revving.  No details known by 

informant and no further reports. 

i. 1 x Vehicle seized for no insurance or tax. 

j. 1 x Theft from vehicle - 44210397355 – 03/10/2021 6.45pm.  Theft from vehicle in Lion’s Den 

car park of National Trust.  Window smashed and personal items taken.  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/3092021HonoraryAldermen2021
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20211004natashaslaw
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/04102021CountyDealforPan-Hampshire
http://www.kingssomborne-pc.gov.uk/
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k. 1 x RTC 09/09/2021 20.33hrs – damage only – 44210362440 – Eldon Firs Lane, Kings 

Somborne - vehicle has been damaged by a large scratch down one side by another vehicle. 

No details left by persons.  No witnesses or VRM’s known at this time. 

 

If anyone has further information on any of the above, please phone 101 quoting the crime 

reference number.   

21/135/FC To approve the Minutes from the meeting held 13th September 2021 

Resolved 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 13th September 2021 were approved. 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

21/136/FC To review the Resolved Actions since the 13th September 2021 meeting. 

Ref: Item: 

561d Canopy for Community Building: A 9.15m canopy has been purchased and an installation date is  being 

finalised. 

21/016/FC Request to extend permissive footpath no.14 to connect the Manor Farm and North Park     

sections of the footpath: The landowner appreciates the benefit this might provide but is not able to consider 

this at present. The radical changes enacted by Brexit on British agriculture mean that the landowner is not sure 

how this field, and specifically the set-aside strip which the Council suggested it might run, will be managed in the 

future. For example, there may be restrictions on any future environmental schemes that the government 

introduces, and the landowner wishes to keep all options open. 

21/023/FC Trees in front of School: Further to liaison with the school and HCC in Feb 2021, HCC advised that nearer the 

time they would compete a planning application seeking TVBC agreement to pollard the trees in the February half 

term 2022. Further to speaking with TVBC recently about another matter, I have at their request introduced the 

two officers of HCC and TVBC to support the above.    

21/107/FC a a Grass Verge between Spencer’s Farm and the Ford: A resident advised this verge has not been  cut for 

some time and is a highways safety risk. TVBC has been contacted who confirm much of this strip is theirs, 

under contract to HCC, but not the end section towards the New Road junction, which is cut by HCC annually. 

TVBC arranged for this to be cut Wed 29/09/21. The Lengthsman will assess the area near the New Road 

junction (this may have been cut in  good will by TVBC) and cut if needed and able. Though I am advised this job 

may be too big for the equipment and license he holds, in which case it will need to be referred to HCC. 

21/107/FC a b Highway at the bottom of Strawberry Lane, near the bus shelter: A resident advised the two red hazard strips 

have not been repainted further to the recent resurfacing works.   

Mentioned to Hampshire Highways Officers (MW and BC) 16th September 2021. The new surface has     to have 6 

months to embed prior to the red lines being put back. They will check to ensure that this happens. 

21/107/FC a c Chalk Hill – Stop Signs in Road not replaced following resurfacing works: Mentioned to Hampshire 

Highways Officers (MW and BC), 16th September 2021. Confirmed these should have been put back straight 

away and they will move this forward.  

21/011/FC Short Mat Bowls: The Village Hall took receipt of the bowls and equipment on 11th September 2021. The 

Village Hall asks me to advise Council that they have started the process of  forming the new section and a 

welcome is warmly extended to any Members interested in joining the club. 

21/114/FC Remembrance Sunday (14/11/21): A road closure has been requested from TVBC. 

21/117/FC Public Health Consultation: A letter outlining the Council’s concerns was posted on 20th Sept 2021 to Carolyn 

Williamson, Chief Executive, HCC. 

21/124/FC Council Insurance – 3-year index linked with Hiscox, via Came & Co: The Village Hall has confirmed    that the 

fences purchased as part of the Community Building build, at a cost of £35k, are and will be insured by the 

Village Hall for the length of the lease. These have therefore been removed from the Parish Council insurance 

policy. This reduced the premium to £1,815.23.  With fees at £50 and IPT at the prevailing rate of £217.83, 

the final cost for 01/10/21 to 30/09/22 was £2,083.06. 

21/129/FC Pigeon Mess from Trees in Cemetery – Children’s Plot: Work confirmed with contractor for 11/11/21. 

   

The Chair thanked the Clerk for all her work.  
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21/137/FC Planning Committee: To receive the minutes of Planning Committee meetings held 13th 

September 2021 

Resolved 

The Council received the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 13th Sept. 2021 

 

Proposed: Cllr Webb   Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed 

21/138/FC To receive the RFO’s Financial reports, to approve the Payment of the Accounts and Sign 

the Bank Reconciliation 

The finance reports had been previously circulated.  Cllr Hughes recommended to Council 

payment for recent works to the drive. Cllr Hughes requested holding payment for the 

commissioned Highways Access Report until presented to Council at the next meeting.  

  Resolved 

To receive the RFO’s Financial reports, to approve the Payment of the Accounts, together with 

payment for recent works to the drive, and to Sign the Bank Reconciliation. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Beacham  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

21/139/FC Co-option to Casual Vacancies 

  Resolved 

To co-opt Peter Storey, John Young and Ian Younger as Councillors to King’s Somborne Parish 

Council.   

 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes   Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

 

Cllrs Storey, Young and Younger signed the Declaration of Acceptance to Office.   

Cllrs Storey, Young and Younger joined the meeting and confirmed no declaration of interest or 

request for dispensation.  

21/140/FC NDP – Update since previous meeting:  

a) To provide an update since the last meeting  

The Chair advised that the Planning Appeals Inspector visited the Allotments approximately 

two weeks ago, and an outcome is expected four to six weeks after viewing.  The Chair 

confirmed that no decision can or will be made about Site Selection until the outcome is 

known.  However, the Council must try to move forward.   

 

b) To approve the Sequential Test 

The Chair confirmed that the Sequential Test had been previously circulated and placed in 

the public domain. No concern had been raised from members of the public present.  

Resolved 

To adopt the Sequential Test 

 

Proposed: Cllr Beacham  Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed 

 

c) To approve discounting sites KS6 and SHELAA 81 on the basis of the Sequential Test.  

The Chair advised that of the 8 sites currently being considered, the only access for two of 

these sites is through a flood zone, and that on this basis the proposal is that sites KS6 and 

SHELAA 81 are discounted from the process.  

Resolved  

To discount sites KS6 and SHELLA 81 from the process, leaving six sites in the process.  

 

Proposed: Cllr Beacham  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

 

d) To approve the decision to create 4 sites with 1 x 14, 2 x 10 and 1 x 7 dwellings 

The Chair advised that this is NOT Site Selection.  As per the paper “Determination of Number 

of Sites”, previously circulated and in the public domain, the number of dwellings required per 

site is based on scores.  E.g., with 14 houses, 25% must be affordable.  The Council must 
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balance the likely appeal of a site to a developer in relation to profit, with the need to ensure 

the number of affordable houses required is achieved.   The Chair advised that if the outcome 

of the appeal in relation to the Allotments site changes the current decision, this proposal 

may need to change.  

 

Further to debate Cllr Webb proposed that this proposal be postponed until the outcome of 

the appeal is known.  His proposal was seconded by Cllr Wales.  

 

Resolved 

That the decision regarding the number of sites and associated housing numbers is 

postponed until the outcome of the appeal against the decision of TVBC to refuse outline 

planning agreement for the Allotments site is known. (Planning Application 19/02899/OUTS).   

 

Proposed: Cllr Webb  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed 

 

e) To approve the Scope of Work for the facilitation of the final site selection.  

Further to debate. 

Resolved 

a) The approval of the Scope of Work for the facilitation of the final site selection is 

postponed until all information has been considered by Council e.g., from Waterco, the 

commissioned Highways Access Assessment and HCC’s Highways Access report.  

b) That Planning Consultants may be approached with the purpose of ascertaining initial 

interest and potential availability to: 

a. examine the data held by the Council and associated decisions 

b. to facilitate a workshop with the public, taking a view as to all the information 

gathered and presenting the pros and cons of the sites considered and remaining 

in the process.   

c. to prepare for ‘Regulation 14’.    

21/141/FC Community Building – Side Panel 

Further to the recent purchase of the new canopy, the RFO has reviewed the committed 
expenditure against the Community Building EMR and advises that with the cost of the canopy 
being slightly lower than expected, and the Borough Councillor’s generous Community Grant to 
support its installation, the Council is now able to consider the request of the Pre-School for the 
purchase of a side panel (£960 when last costed, plus installation).  The Clerk has spoken with 
the manufacturer, and they are expected to available as from the end of October. Final costs will 
be agreed by the suppliers.  

Resolved 

a) Subject to the side panel and installation being less than that available in the Community 
Building EMR after agreed commitments, the Council agrees the purchase of the side panel 
as soon as available.  

b) The Installation of the Canopy should go ahead as soon as possible, and the side panel 
installed upon arrival.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

21/142/FC Bier Hut 

  Cllr Storey declared an interest in this agenda item and advised he would not vote.  

Prior to his co-option to the Council, Peter Storey, as Trustee of the Somborne Society wrote to 
the Council as follows:   

“The Somborne & District Society is looking for secure storage for the Village archives, having 
outgrown the filing cabinets in the Village Hall, and the Bier Hut is a possibility.  It is owned by 
KSPC, is a feature of the Village scene and fully waterproof.  Currently situated in the top corner 
of the Cemetery, it might be possible, with the agreement of all interested parties, to relocate it 
either onto Scout leased land or adjacent to the side of the Hall.  I would be grateful for an 
indication of support for an investigation into the feasibility of this idea, which I am happy to 
undertake as a Trustee of the Society”.  
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  Resolved 

a) Agreement is given to Mr Peter Storey, in his position as a Trustee of the Somborne Society 
to investigate the feasibility of this proposal further.  Specifically, to obtain agreement from all 
parties in regard to a new location; obtain confirmation from the Local Planning Authority as 
whether planning agreement is required in regard to its proposed new location or refit; to 
obtain costs to move and refit; and to investigate and provide a proposal as to way forward 
to achieve the requested aim.   

b) Subject to agreement of the Council to the presented proposals, the Council agrees 50% of 
costs to move and refit, to a maximum of £500.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded:  Cllr Beacham All Agreed 

21/143/FC Churchyard Wall 

Cllrs Hughes and Qassim have inspected the wall and advise further repairs are required.  On 
the advice of the contractor, the Council is advised to wait until the spring, in consideration of the 
lime mortar.  Cllr Hughes advised that this needs to be a long-term project and in consideration 
of cost suggested a budget line of £600 precepted each year for the purpose. Cllr Hughes raised 
the suggestion that in consideration of costs, it may be feasible for a team of volunteers to repair 
the wall, under the supervision and of an expert in historic flint wall repair.  List B agreement will 
be required from the Diocese.  

21/144/FC Play Area Risk Assessments 

Previously circulated to the volunteers who kindly undertake the weekly checks and to Council.   

Resolved 

a) The Clerk to ask the Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor whether feasible to move 

the sign, currently on the post behind the play area, to the netting of the MUGA adjacent to 

the half pipe.   

b) The Clerk to request Vitaplay address the newly identified priority areas, whilst undertaking 

the recently agreed works.   

c) Upon receipt of the bi-annual Risk Assessments, that Cllrs Beecham, Duncan and Young 

(Chair) with Mr R Curtis (if willing in his voluntary capacity) review and discuss any areas that 

need to be addressed and the priorities.  Recommendations to be brought to the following 

meeting.  

Note: This resolution does not negate the delegated authority of the Clerk to close any piece 

of equipment at her discretion and/or authorise immediate repair in conjunction with the Chair 

of the Council, subject to the limit stated within Financial Regulations, should she be advised 

of a safety concern.  

d) The Clerk to thank Mr Curtis for addressing the issue of the vandalised sign, for his dedication 

on a weekly basis to check the equipment at the King’s Somborne play area and his input 

further to receipt of the September 2021 Risk Assessment, all of which is much appreciated.  

The Clerk to invite Mr Curtis to participate in the discussions outlined in (c) above.   

 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

 

21/145/FC Traffic Calming  

  To update Council from meeting with HCC, 16/09/21, and agree next steps 

  Meeting Notes written by Cllr Beacham 

Present: Cllrs. Beacham (chair) and Wales, Clerk Liz Manship, HCC Highways Mandy 

Ware and       Brian Cainey. 

The Safe Travel Working Group met with representatives from Hampshire Highways. The 

purpose of the meeting was to agree the current available funding, which stands at £31,000 

and to discuss from our       wish list of measures what can be afforded. These were: 

 

a) Speed indicators which will be sited at locations on the A3750 at both ends of the Village and 

on the Winchester and Braishfield Roads. 

b) New speed camera for the speed watch group. 

c) Village gates on the main roads into the village. 
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d) Traffic calming at the T junction by the post office. 

e) Improved signage on the main roads to encourage traffic to adhere to the speed limits 

including Old Vicarage Lane. 

f) HGV vehicle movement using Up Somborne. 

g) HGV vehicles in Kings Somborne. 

h) The moving of current 30mph limits further out of the village. This seems more 
problematic as far       as HCC is concerned as it is not their current policy to do so. This 
will not deter the working group   from continuing to press this and Cllr Beacham has 
e-mailed C/Cllr David Drew. 

Outcomes: HCC Officers have agreed to revisit the costings they had previously produced 

and come back to the Working Group with recommendations and new costs. They have 

agreed to work with the school       on a safe route to school plan, because of concerns from 

parents. HCC Officers have undertaken to come to   the Working Group by late October, 

when it is hoped the Working Group will be in a position to come back to full Council with 

recommendation and Action Plan. 

In addition to the above feedback, Cllr Beacham advised that the equipment used by 

Community Speedwatch has broken.  He wished to propose Council support for replacement 

equipment, to be funded from the above £31,000 as soon as possible, ideally without waiting 

for the next meeting.  

Resolved 

a) The Clerk to purchase new equipment for Community Speedwatch, in consultation with Cllr 
Beacham, further to his research with members from the Community Speedwatch Team, to 
a maximum of £3,000, subject to due diligence undertaken, both in respect to the Council’s 
Financial Regulations and Police agreement of equipment to be purchased; the latter to be 
obtained by Jim Fitzpatrick, Volunteer Co-ordinator (Council liaison).  

21/146/FC Clerk’s Report 

 

a) 21/068/FC – Asset Register 

Photos have been received from Cllr Qassim re: Churchyard, Village Green and War 

Memorial; and, with location markers, from Cllr Searle in respect to the Three Fields.   

The Clerk will forward the list of assets against agreed areas for checking to Councillors, as 

per areas agreed at the last meeting.  And will forward the unallocated areas to Cllrs Storey, 

Young and Younger, requesting each confirm the areas they are willing to inspect.  

 

21/147/FC Correspondence Received 

a) Houghton Neighbourhood Plan - Regulation 16 Consultation 

 

Test Valley Borough Council is consulting on the proposed Houghton Neighbourhood 

Development Plan, which has been formally submitted by Houghton Parish Council.  The 

consultation starts on Monday 27 September and responses must be received no later 

than Noon on Tuesday 9 November 2021. 

 

Completed forms can either be emailed to neighbourhoodplanning@testvalley.gov.uk or 

sent by post to: Neighbourhood Planning, Test Valley Borough Council, Beech Hurst, 

Weyhill Road, Andover, SP10 3AJ. 

 

Reference copies of the Houghton Neighbourhood Development Plan and supporting 

documents, along with paper copies of the representation form are also available at the 

following locations during their normal opening hours: 

a) Test Valley Borough Council, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, Andover, SP10 3AJ. 

b) Andover Library, The Chantry Centre, 53 Chantry St, Andover SP10 1LT 

The documents are also available to view on at Houghton Neighbourhood Plan 

and Neighbourhood Development Plan - Houghton Parish Council which includes 

all the evidence base documents. 

 

Following this consultation, the comments received will be passed to an independent 

mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@testvalley.gov.uk


                                                                              9                                                                      Initial: 

 

examiner, to be appointed by the Council, who will consider the representations and 

recommend whether the Neighbourhood Plan should be put to a community 

referendum. 

Neighbourhood Planning, Planning Policy, Test Valley Borough Council, 01264 368150 

b) Solar Powered Lampstands for the Churchyard 

The Council has received correspondence from Janet Ingleson, Churchwarden at St Peter & St 
Paul’s, King’s Somborne, in respect of an idea the PCC is exploring to light a new path in the 
churchyard with solar powered lampstands.  

The PCC will discuss their proposals with the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) and then 
bring their proposals back to the Council for support moving forward.  Meanwhile, the Clerk will 
discuss the proposals with the Grounds Maintenance Contractor for input in consideration of 
churchyard maintenance responsibilities.  

 

21/148/FC Councillors Reports 

a) Grips into The Bourne 

Cllr Wales asked whether the grips were being cleared in time for Winter, and suggested the 

location of an additional grip, which he would forward to the Clerk, considered helpful in 

preparation for winter.  The Clerk confirmed that clearing the grips, location provided by Cllr 

Searle, is on the Lengthsman’s list for October.  

 

b) Councillor Training 

The Chairman extended her thanks to Cllrs Storey, Young and Younger for standing for 

Council.  She confirmed training is available which the Clerk will arrange on request.  Cllrs 

Young and Younger expressed an interest in training and the Clerk advised that Cllr Duncan 

is also interested.  Cllr Storey thanked the Chair for her offer but declined in consideration of 

his previous experience as Clerk.  

21/149/FC Next Meeting 

Resolved 

The next meeting of Full Council, unless notified otherwise, is confirmed as Monday 8th November 

2021, time TBC, in King’s Somborne Village Hall.  

 

Proposed: Cllr Wales  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed.  

 

21/150/FC Exempt Session 

   

  Resolved 

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press were 
excluded for discussion and potential appointment of contractors and staffing matters, where 
publicity might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business. 

Proposed: Cllr Hodge  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed.  

21/151/FC Personnel Meeting 

Notes from Personnel Meeting held 27th September 2021 – written by Cllr Beacham and 

circulated prior to the meeting: 

The Personnel Committee met with the Clerk on 27th September in order to carry out the annual appraisal 

and salary review of the Clerk. A formal copy of the minutes of that meeting have been recorded, however 

it was felt that the Council needed additional detail and clarification. The committee was very complimentary 

of the way in which the Clerk exercises the role and understood the difficulties encountered when attempting 

to fulfil all the diverse expectations of a busy Parish Council. 

One of the main issues discussed was the volume of work which the Clerk undertakes currently, and the 

difficulties experienced in fitting this into the current contracted hours. These contracted hours are 25 hours 

per week. The cost to the Parish Council of these hours equates to 41% of the total PC budget. 

 

The Committee explained that currently to increase the hours was not an option due to the affect that would 

have on the precept, not that the Clerk’s work was not appreciated. Therefore, discussion took place as to 
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ways in which the pressure on the Clerk could be reduced, allowing time for essential financial tasks etc to 

be completed.  

 

The Clerk expressed concern regarding potential decision making by individual councillors that could have 

particularly financial and legal ramifications. For clarification the Committee recommends that, the process 

of decision making should more regularly be through agreed working groups, who will work on behalf of the 

PC meeting in order to make recommendations to the full PC for its deliberation.  

 

For transparency, the work a working group undertakes will be agreed by Council and clearly minuted.  

Either, as with work recently undertaken by the Safe Travel Working Group, a short and specific request 

“the Working Group to meet with HCC for the purpose of ascertaining the feasibility of suggested traffic 

calming options”; Or, as with the NDP Working Group, clear Terms of Reference that specify the parameters 

of work agreed.  Working groups are primarily for research to support Council decisions.  

 

It was agreed that the Clerk does not need to attend every working group meeting, but that when the Clerk 

is not in attendance such groups will provide a record that is reported to the full PC. This will it is hoped, free 

the Clerk of unnecessary travel and meetings enabling her to devote more time essential and financial 

matters.   

 

The Committee has agreed to recommend to the PC an inflation lift on the current point 30 on the NALC to 

point 31. This is accepted best practice when successful appraisals are confirmed. In addition, the 

Committee recommend an increase from 4% to 5% in employer pension contribution. The overall effect on 

the precept will be a 2% increase. 

 

The Clerk thanked the Committee for its consideration and has made the following suggestions as to how 

councillors can take on more of the work lawfully.  Within the parameters outlined, all can be undertaken 

through a Council resolution either to a working group OR to named councillors.   

• Areas of research – Resolved to a minimum of 2 Cllrs, to avoid any perceived risk of bias.  E.g.: 
o Cllrs Black and White to consider the play area risk assessment reports and draw out the 

priorities to recommend to Council for action.  
o Cllrs Black and White to meet with Mr Jones from a 3rd party group or organisation, for the 

purposes of researching x.   
 

• Support with letters and e-mails 
Time efficient where content is specialist or technical, e.g., associated to research undertaken by a 
working group in relation to Flood Prevention or the NDP. I.e., The Council resolves for the Clerk to 
write to Mr Jones in consultation with Cllr White.  
 
N.B. Cllrs can send e-mails and letters direct, but the process is so untimely it is not helpful.  I.e., The 
Council resolves for Cllr White to write to Mr Jones (by e-mail or letter).  Cllr White drafts the e-mail/letter 
and brings it back to the next meeting for Council agreement.  Cllr White forwards the e-mail or letter 
with, underneath his name, ‘sent on behalf of the Council’.  
 

• Contracting 
Resolved to the Clerk with the support of a named councillor, as with the Council’s approach with the 
tree in the cemetery:   

• The Council to agree the specification, the Clerk to contact potential contractors to ascertain 
interest and availability, the named Councillor to meet contractors on site.  

• Contractors to forward quotes to the Clerk, Council to agree the preferred contractor at the next 
meeting the Clerk to contract with the contractor.   

• Further to the work being undertaken the named Councillor to check the work and recommend 
payment to Council at the next meeting. In case of dispute the matter to be discussed by Full 
Council.   

 

Resolved 

a) Ways councillors can lawfully undertake more of the work to support the decision-

making process, whilst allowing the Clerk more time for essential and financial 

responsibilities  

Rather than an action being delegated to the Clerk (the default position), agreed actions 

may be resolved to a working group or specific named councillor(s), as above.  This will 

enable the work to be spread across councillors in consideration of knowledge and interest, 

it will be clear who the action is resolved to and will support transparency.  
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b) Annual salary review & associated conditions of employment 

To support the Clerk in the preparation of the Council’s 2022/23 Budget:   

a) Salary: The Council confirms an incremental salary increase as from April 2022 for point 

30 to point 31 on the NALC scale.    

b) Pension: The Council to increase its employer contribution from of 4% to 5%.  

c) Expenses: As agreed with the Chair on appointment these should continue.  

Proposed: Cllr Beacham Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed 

21/152/FC War Memorial   

Further to comparing quotations, Cllr Young volunteered to clean the bird detritus from the war 

memorial. 

Resolved 

Cllr Young, supported by Cllrs Beacham and Storey, to clean the bird detritus at eye height and 

below from the war memorial, using a soft bristle brush and warm water, without detergent.  

The Council offers its thanks.  

 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham  All Agreed.  

21/153/FC Trim Trail - Repairs 

  Resolved 

Due to not all quotations being received this item was postponed until the next meeting.   

   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Hodges  All Agreed 

 

With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:30.   

 

Signature (Chair): ………………………………….   Date:……………………… 
 

 


