
Parish Council Meeting – Monday 11th October 2021 

Agenda Meeting Notes 

Agenda Item 6: Resolved Actions 

Ref:  Item 
561d Canopy for Community Building: A 9.15m canopy has been purchased and an installation date is 

being finalised.  
21/023/FC Trees in front of School 

Further to liaison with the school and HCC, HCC in Feb 2021 advised they will compete a planning 
application (nearer the time) seeking TVBC agreement to pollard the trees in the February half term 
2022.  Further to speaking with TVBC recently about another matter, I have at their request introduced 
the two officers of HCC and TVBC to support the above.  TVBC require a 6-week turnaround so there is 
time for this to be turned around for Feb half term 2022.   

21/107/FC a a Grass Verge between Spencer’s Farm and the Forge – A resident advised this verge has not been 
cut for some time and is a highways safety risk.  
TVBC contacted who confirm much of this strip is theirs, under contract to HCC, but not the end section 
towards the New Road junction, which is cut by HCC annually.  TVBC arranged for this to be cut Wed 
29/09/21.  The Lengthsman will assess the area near the New Road junction (this may have been cut in 
good will by TVBC, I am uncertain) and cut if able.  Though I am advised this job may be too big for the 
equipment and licence he holds, in which case it will need to be referred to HCC.  

21/107/FC a b Highway at the bottom of Strawberry Lane, near the bus shelter – A resident advised the two red 
hazard strips have not been repainted further to the recent resurfacing works.  
Mentioned to Hampshire Highways Officers (MW and BC), 16th September 2021.  The new surface has 
to have 6 months to embed prior to the red lines being put back.  Will check to ensure that this will 
happen. 

21/107/FC a c Chalk Hill – Stop Signs in Road not replaced following resurfacing works: Mentioned to 
Hampshire Highways Officers (MW and BC), 16th September 2021.  Confirmed these should have been 
put back straight away.  Will move forward. 

21/011/FC 
 

Short Mat Bowls: The Village Hall took receipt of the bowls and equipment on 11th September 2021.  
The Village Hall writes: The Village Hall asks me to advise Council that they have started the process of 
forming the new section and a welcome is warmly extended to any Members interested in joining the 
club. 

21/114/FC Remembrance Sunday (14/11/21): A road closure has been requested from TVBC. 
21/117/FC Public Health Consultation: Letter outlining the Council’s concerns, posted 20th Sept 2021 to  Carolyn 

Williamson, HCC, Chief Executive.  
21/124/FC Council Insurance – 3-year index linked with Hiscox, via Came & Co: The village hall has confirmed 

that the fences purchased as part of the Community Building build, at a cost of £35k, are and will be 
insured by the Village Hall for the length of the lease. These have therefore been removed from the Parish 
Council insurance policy.  This reduced the premium to £1,815.23.  With fees at £50 and IPT at the 
prevailing rate of £217.83, the final cost for 01/10/21 to 30/09/22 was £2,083.06. 

21/129/FC Pigeon Mess from Trees in Cemetery – Children’s Plot: Work confirmed with contractor for 11th 
November 2021. 

 

Agenda Item 9: Casual Vacancies 

TVBC has confirmed that no by-election has been called and the Council may co-opt.  Expression of 
Interest Application Forms have been received from Mr Peter Storey, Mr John Young and Mr Ian 
Younger.  Their ‘Expression of Interest’ Application forms will be circulated to Council separately.   

Where the number of candidates is less than or equal to the number of vacancies, the candidates shall 
be appointed to the council if they meet the s.79 eligibility criteria and are not disqualified under s.80.  

I confirm all applicants have advised that they meet the s.79 eligibility criteria and are not disqualified 
under s.80. 

 

 



Agenda Item 10: NDP 

Copies of the Sequential Test Report (10b), Determination of the Number of Sites (10d) and Scope of 
Work for the facilitation of the final site selection (10e) have been uploaded separately.  

Agenda Item 11: Community Building – Side Panel 

The EMR for the Community Building stands at £6000.  Further to resolved expenditure for trees to 
screen the community building (£1,495), to be purchased in the autumn, and a 9m canopy with 
installation (£2,460), the amount remaining is just over £2,000.  This is due to the cost of the recently 
purchased canopy being lower than originally anticipated and the Borough Councillor’s generous 
Community Grant to support installation.  

The Pre-School has from the outset requested a side panel and when last costed this was £960 + 
installation.  Palram has confirmed these are expected back in stock at the end of October 2021. I am 
unable to advise an exact cost at this stage but am concerned if the Council waits until this is available, 
it may miss the opportunity due to people waiting for the new stock.   

I have therefore tabled this for Council consideration, subject to the cost for the panel and installation 
being less than funds remaining in the Community Building EMR after agreed commitments.   

Agenda Item 12: The Bier Hut 

A Trustee of the Somborne & District Society writes as follows:  

“The Somborne & District Society is looking for secure storage for the Village archives having outgrown 
the filing cabinets in the Village Hall and the Bier Hut is a possibility.  It is owned by KSPC, is a feature 
of the Village scene and fully waterproof.  Currently situated in the top corner of the Cemetery, it might 
be possible with the agreement of all interested parties to relocate it either on to Scout leased land or 
adjacent to the side of the Hall.  I would be grateful for an indication of support for an investigation into 
the feasibility of this idea which I am happy to undertake as a trustee of the Society”. 

Agenda Item 13: Churchyard Wall 

The Council’s contractor was initially engaged to prioritise the top of the wall next to the footpath, as 
this at the time was by far the worst area.  Speaking with him Friday I am advised this work has been 
completed, plus a couple of other smaller areas that he managed to squeeze in.  He is aware, as Cllr 
Qassim has identified through taking photos for the asset register, that some new areas have emerged 
that the Council may wish to prioritise.  The totality of repairs for the wall will of course need a longer-
term plan, in consideration of cost.  The Chairman has arranged to meet with our contractor to assess 
priorities, which will be brought to the meeting for consideration.   

Agenda Item 14: Play Area Risk Assessments 

I attach separately the Risk Assessments completed by Seagrave in September 2021 for the 3 play 
areas.  Each has been forwarded to the volunteers who check the site weekly.   

I have spoken with the Council’s volunteer who undertakes weekly checks on the King’s Somborne 
Playground.  He has made a couple of suggestions which I will take forward.  He has also re-attached 
the half-pipe ‘safety’ sign to the MUGA, next to the half-pipe and will include this in his weekly check:  

  

Council to advise next steps.  



Agenda Item 15: Safe Travel Working Group Meeting with HCC – 16/09/21 

Meeting Notes written by Cllr Beacham 

Present: Cllrs. Beacham (chair) and Wales, Clerk Liz Manship, HCC Highways Mandy Ware and 
Brian Cainey. 

The Traffic Calming group met with representatives from Hampshire Highways. The purpose of the 
meeting was to agree the current available funding, which stands at £31,000 and to discuss from our 
wish list of measures what can be afforded. These were: 

1. Speed indicators which will be sited at locations on the A3750 at both ends of the Village and on 
the Winchester and Braishfield Roads. 

2. New speed camera for the speed watch group 
3. Village gates on the main roads into the village 
4. Traffic calming at the T junction by the post office 
5. Improved signage on the main roads to encourage traffic to adhere to the speed limits including 

Old Vicarage Lane.  
6. HGV vehicle movement using Up Somborne 
7. HGV vehicle in Kings Somborne 
8. The moving of current 30mph limits further out of the village. This seems more problematic as far 

as HCC is concerned as it is not their current policy to do so. This will not deter the working group 
from continuing to press this and Cllr. Beacham has contact HCC Cllr. Drew – so far, no reply! 

 

Outcomes: HCC agreed to revisit costings they had previously produced and come back to the 
working group with recommendations and new costs. They have also agreed to work with the school 
on a safe route to school plan because of concerns from parents. HCC have undertaken to come to 
the working group by later in October, when it is hope we will be in a position to come back to full 
Council with recommendation and an action Plan. 

Action: That the Council note this report of the Traffic Calming Sub Committee. 

Agenda Item 16 – Clerk’s Report  

Ref:  Item 
21/068/FC Asset Register – photos received from Cllr Qassim re: Churchyard, Village Green and War Memorial.  

I will forward a check list to Cllrs to support individual areas agreed, and forward areas remaining to co-
opted councillors for their consideration.  

 

Agenda Item 17 – Correspondence Received 

a) Houghton Neighbourhood Plan - Regulation 16 Consultation 
 

Test Valley Borough Council is consulting on the proposed Houghton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, which has been formally submitted by Houghton Parish Council. 

 
The consultation starts on Monday 27 September and responses must be received no later than 
Noon on Tuesday 9 November 2021 

 
Completed forms can either be emailed to neighbourhoodplanning@testvalley.gov.uk or sent by 
post to:  Neighbourhood Planning, Test Valley Borough Council, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, 
Andover, SP10 3AJ. 

 
Reference copies of the Houghton Neighbourhood Development Plan and supporting documents, 
along with paper copies of the representation form are also available at the following locations 
during their normal opening hours: 

 
 Test Valley Borough Council, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, Andover, SP10 3AJ. 
 Andover Library, The Chantry Centre, 53 Chantry St, Andover SP10 1LT 



 
The documents are also available to view on at Houghton Neighbourhood Plan and 
Neighbourhood Development Plan - Houghton Parish Council which includes all the evidence 
base documents. 

Following this consultation, the comments received will be passed to an independent examiner, to 
be appointed by the Council, who will consider the representations and recommend whether the 
Neighbourhood Plan should be put to a community referendum. 

Neighbourhood Planning, Planning Policy, Test Valley Borough Council, 01264 368150 
 

Agenda Item 19 – Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Options from November 2021 to be brought to the meeting for consideration.  

Liz Manship 

06/10/21 


