
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Liz 

Re: King Somborne Neighbourhood Plan 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 May, to Graham Smith, which has been passed to 

me for attention. 

Your letter raised three issues and I will deal with each one in turn. 

Scope of support 

The NPPG at paragraph 22 sets out guidance for the support for neighbourhoods 

plans by Local Authorities and states that local planning authorities should: 

 be proactive in providing information to communities about neighbourhood 

planning. 

 fulfil its duties and take decisions as soon as possible, and within statutory 

time periods where these apply. 

 set out a clear and transparent decision making timetable and share this with 

those wishing to prepare a neighbourhood plan or an Order. 

 constructively engage with the community throughout the process including 

when considering the recommendations of the independent examiner of a 

neighbourhood development plan or Order proposal. 

The Council is committed to working with communities to help them deliver 

neighbourhood plans, but this does not extend to confirming that the evidence is 

suitable.  The Parish Council needs to satisfy itself and the independent examiner of 
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the Plan that all policies in the document are supported by robust and proportionate 

evidence.  

Evidence Base and Policy Development  

I note that you have engaged with Locality and their offer of technical advice for the 

review of the evidence base and policy development undertaken thus far.  As part of 

the review, AECOM have assessed your policy E1 and go on to say : 

“… it may be that TVBC consider that the landscape evidence within it is 

sufficient to make the King’s Somborne Parish Council Evidence Base and 

Policy Development AECOM 8 allocations robust, without the need for a new 

or repaired standalone Landscape Assessment. " 

I note that you would like confirmation from the Council on whether this is sufficient 

to support the allocations in the plan. However, it is for the steering group to decide 

whether any evidence that supports the Neighbourhood Plan is sufficient and 

proportionate to support your policies and allocations. This could include guidance 

from your consultants on any work that they have undertaken, a review of whether 

there has been any material changes to the evidence, and whether any comments 

raised by third parties during earlier consultations have required addressing. 

Any consultation responses to the Regulation 14 plan, will need to be considered 

and responded to by the steering group, and any questions that arise from the 

examination process, will also need to be responded to by the steering group.  Given 

this, it is not within the gift of the Borough Council to confirm that the methodology 

and evidence are of a sufficient quality to continue with the site assessment process 

without further landscape reports.  

Site Option and assessment   

I note that AECOM have produced a site options and assessment document that 

recommends that the parish council should engage with the Borough Council and 

the community to select sites for allocation.  The parish is requesting confirmation 

from the Borough Council whether any of the 8 listed sites have a technical reason 

why they should be excluded as shortlisted sites. 

Given the constraints that have been taken into consideration for the site selection 

process, which includes Flood Zones and wildlife designations, and your own 

landscape assessment, without a detailed masterplan of each individual site, it would 

be difficult to make an assessment over and above what you have already done.   

One of the other technical issues that could have an impact would be access and 

highways issues, which as you are aware, this is the responsibility of Hampshire 

County Council as the Highways Authority. 

As part of the Regulation 14 consultation, the County Council, along with all the 

statutory consultees and the Borough Council will be consulted.  It is at this juncture 



that issues can be raised on sites by both consultees and the local community.  This 

consultation will enable the plan to evolve in light of the comments received, before 

its final submission to the Council before the examination commences.  If the Parish 

Council felt that additional technical information was required to support the site 

allocations, then it would be for the Parish to commission this work.  This could also 

be funded by the Landowners, if they felt that it would help with the evidence to 

support their allocation.  

You have also raised the issue of the Allotments site, whether that now that Planning 

Permission has been refused, and whether the site can be excluded from the site 

selection process.  Applicants have 6 months from the refusal decision date to lodge 

an appeal with the Planning Inspectorate, and therefore it would be premature to 

discount the site on this basis at present.  Notwithstanding the appeal process, the 

assessment of the sites suitability, should follow the methodology that you have used 

for all the other sites, for consistency.   

The Regulation 14 document should contain the long list of all the sites, with a 

narrative explaining the issues and opportunities that all the sites have.  This 

consultation will then allow for all consultees and residents to give feedback on all 

the sites, prior to them being narrowed down to the short list of sites that will then go 

forward into the Regulation 16 plan.  This will also provide a clear and transparent 

audit trail for the selection of the sites, and will still allow for final representations to 

be made by the community, landowners and statutory consultees on the plan to the 

Examiner.   

HRA / SEA 

Depending on the outcome of the site selection and any change to policy wording 

since the previous Regulation 14 Plan, the plan will need to be rescreened and 

updated as necessary.  

Next steps 

The Council remains committed to working with the local community to guide them 

through the Neighbourhood Plan process, and will look forward to receiving the 

Regulation 14 consultation document in due course. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Sarah Hughes 

Senior Neighbourhood Planning Officer 


