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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held virtually via Zoom 

Monday 11th January 2021 at 7.00pm 

These minutes are draft until resolved as accurate at, usually, the following Full Council meeting.  

 

Present:   Cllr I Beacham 

Cllr P Duncan 

Cllr R Harwood 

   Cllr L Hodge  

   Cllr K Hughes (Chair) 

   Cllr G Searle 

Cllr O Wales 

Cllr R Webb 

    

In Attendance:    County Councillor Mr A Gibson (joined during 536c & left after 540). 

Borough Councillor Mr T Ward (left after 537).  

Mrs E Manship, Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council 

 

Also present:   5 members of the public were present. 

 

Apologies:   Cllr S Whitehead  

   The Environment Agency 

    

Absent:  Cllr M Qassim 

 

533 Welcome & Public Session 

Cllr Hughes welcomed everyone to the meeting and took questions and comments from the floor.  

a) Flooding 

A resident confirmed they were delighted to see flooding on the agenda, an issue of major 

importance for the village.  Residents noted that the map shared with the Environment Agency, 

indicating the location of the flooding in 2014, doesn’t cover the flooding off Froghole Lane, which 

extended 50 metres into KS3.  This flooding resulted in the footings of a new property being built, 

having to be raised. A resident additionally advised that in the 2000/01 flooding, the water 

extended across the Romsey Road and into the carpark of “The Crown”.  Residents present 

confirmed they would forward photos to support both flood prevention discussions and the NDP.  

534 Proposal to Reorder the Agenda 

 Resolved:  

To bring agenda items 10 and 11, Flooding and the NDP respectively, to the beginning of the 

meeting, in consideration of the time of colleagues and public present.   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed   

535 Declarations of Interest: None 

536 Flooding 

 a) To update Council on progress with flood defences and long-term planning 

The Clerk presented the background papers to support the tabled discussions on flooding, resilience 

and long-term prevention. Papers included: 
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a. Presentation slides from the Resilience Forum in December 2020, attended with Cllr 

Searle and Borough Cllr Ward, covering: ‘Possible Ground Water Impacts’, 

‘Supporting Communities at Risk’, the ‘Flood Warning Service’, Temporary Defence 

Deployment Plans (TDDP) for King’s Somborne, St Mary Bourne and Romsey.  

b. Map and photos highlighting dwellings in King’s Somborne, flooded in 2014. 

c. ‘King’s Somborne Flooding Information’ (December 2020) – collated weblinks and 

telephone numbers, where flood alerts and support with flood defence can be 

obtained.  

 

b) Resilience and Bourne Working Groups 

Resolved 

To merge the Resilience and Bourne Working Groups, to better support partnership working with 

external agencies regarding flooding matters.  

Membership to include Cllrs Beacham, Hughes (Chair), Searle, Wales, Webb, Mr Peter Storey 

and The Clerk.  

Members to be free to attend meetings in consideration of the specific Resilience and/or Bourne 

area of discussion and their specific area of interest, but all to be invited and kept informed.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

 

c) Flooding – Resilience and Long-Term Prevention  

The Chairman invited Mr Peter Storey, a member of the Resilience Working Group, together 

with Borough Councillor Tony Ward and County Councillor Andrew Gibson (expected at around 

8pm), to contribute to the following discussion. 

 

Cllr Searle led discussion based on the following papers:  

a. Appendix 1 - ‘King’s Somborne Flooding Resilience’ drafted for Council consideration by 

Cllr Searle. 

b. Appendix 2 – ‘Bourne Rivolet Villages – Settlement Specific Action Plan’ – HCC.  

c. Appendix 3 - ‘King’s Somborne Flood Action Plan’ drafted for Council consideration by 

Artur Podsiadly, Environment Agency.  

d. Appendix 4 – Initial Response – Cllr Searle and Mr Podsiadly, dated 22/12/20 & 

08/01/21.   

 

Key areas of importance highlighted from the floor included:  

 

a. Catchment-wide Approach 

Hampshire County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for the County. Their 

responsibility is managing the risk of flooding in this area. They currently have a number of 

resilience plans throughout the county but currently none for Kings Somborne. They also 

coordinate a Strategic Flood and Water Management Board which includes Parish Councils. 

Importance of engagement with HCC as the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) to enable, in 

partnership, a catchment-wide approach.  Cllr Gibson will provide support to enable 

appropriate networking and participation.  

 

b. Riparian Ownership 

a. Importance of education and engagement, explaining how residents with Riparian 

Ownership can assist, as part of the overall flood prevention plan.  

b. Importance of involving landowners upstream of the village centre of Kings 

Somborne in Up Somborne e.g., Somborne Estate, Monks Farm in addition to those 

downstream as far as Horsebridge and the wider areas of the parish, as well as 

residents in the village centre.  

c. The EA has agreed to provide the Council with a map showing the dwelling where 

riparian ownership lies for the length of the Bourne within the parish.  The Council, 

using this, general knowledge and the electoral roll, to collate a list of landowners 

with riparian ownership. 

d. The Council to write to all landowners with riparian ownership to provide an update 

on current plans.  
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c. Flow 

a. The EA has in place methods for recording groundwater levels and depth, but there 

is no mechanism in place for measuring flow. Flow measurement installation should 

take into account that areas of turbulent flow can produce inaccurate measurement 

and should be avoided. We need to understand how this relates to flooding and 

consider whether this can be used to support flood warning.  

b. Some areas of the river e.g., behind Hayes Farm, are wider and shallower. 

Important to understand the impact of flow, to liaise with landowners and specialists 

such as the Wessex River Trust who can advise how best to improve flow, taking 

into consideration the landowners needs and use of the land. 

 

d. Pumps    

a. Consideration of strategically placed wind driven pumps could provide a partial 

solution to lowering overall ground water levels once they exceed above average 

levels this could allow headroom during periods of excessive rainfall. 

b. Establish the number, capacity and confirmed availability of temporary pumps in the 

event of fluvial flooding as outlined by the EA in their proposed Kings Somborne 

Flood Action Plan.  

 

e. Woodland  

The importance of liaising with EA and HCC to assess and agree additional woodland areas 

to support ground water reduction.  

 

f. Ponds  

The importance of investigating the ponds on a catchment-wide basis, to liaise with 

landowners in respect to effective management and support, and to understand capacity in 

respect to surface water reduction as part of the overall flood-prevention plan. 

   

g. Bridges 

The importance of understanding whether bridges are of a sufficient size to enable sufficient 

water to pass through, in consideration of the flow.  And of investigating funding and 

agreement for improvements.  

 

h. Area Covered 

It is important that the Flood Action Plan covers the whole of the area at risk of flooding.  To 

request the EA extend the plan to cover land and properties off Froghole Lane.  

 

i. Southern Water Pumping Station 

To liaise with the EA and Southern Water to understand work undertaken by Southern 

Water, to enable confidence that the repeat of sewage floating in Vicarage Lane, and in 

gardens e.g., 5 Crown Cottages Romsey Road, will not reoccur.  

 

j. Resilience for Properties out of the village beyond the Corner Stores 

To consider additional measures, to sandbags, that can be made available for dwellings at 

risk of flooding beyond the shop.  

 

k. Mobilising Resilience Measures  

To consider and agree what factors will mobilise the EA’s resilience measures.  E.g., 

barriers, pumps, and sandbags etc. 

 

l. Splashback 

When narrowing the road to single track carriageway, as a resilience measure, it is essential 

that splashback does not cause further flooding in properties adjacent to the road, as was 

the case in 2014, with Cruck Cottage.  

 

m. Groundwater Flood Plan – St Mary Bourne 

To consider a Groundwater Flood Plan for King’s Somborne, learning from St Mary Bourne.   
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The Chairman thanked Cllr Searle for his time and work to move this forward.  This was echoed by 

the Council.  

 Resolved 

To adopt the ‘King’s Somborne Flooding Resilience’ together with recommendations, where 

additional, (a) to (m) above. 

To reiterate the Council’s thanks to Mr Podsiadly, Environment Agency for his work and support.  To 

request that when finalising the EA’s ‘King’s Somborne Flood Action Plan’, to include proposals from 

appendices 1, 2 & 4, together with recommendations (a) to (m) above.  

Proposed: Cllr Beacham  Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed 

537 To receive report from B/Cllr Tony Ward 

Cllr Ward confirmed nothing further to report. The Chairman thanked Cllr Ward for his attendance 

and contribution, appreciating he needed to leave to attend other Council meetings. Cllr Ward left the 

meeting.  

538 NDP 

a) Further Call for Sites 

The Council has received one further contact since the December 2020 meeting, in respect to land 

at Spencers Farm, off Stockbridge Road, King’s Somborne. The agent advises that the original NP 

assessment only considered part of the site and limited the proposal to 12 dwellings.  The proposal 

forwarded on 28/12/20 requests that 28 dwellings are considered, plus an additional 12 dwellings on 

the land edged ‘blue’ on the associated plan (Appendix 5).  

Land at Spencer’s Farm forms part of the current Site Assessments, areas 148A & B. The 

applicant’s papers have been forwarded to AECOM for inclusion within their Site Assessments work.  

b) Timeline and Next Steps 

The Clerk talked to the pre-circulated timeline, drafted further to discussions with TVBC’s NDP 

Officer & AECOM, to take us from now until the completion of the NDP.  This is based on information 

currently available.  Timings may vary as the NDP progresses.    

The Timeline & Next Steps (Appendix 6) together with the Explanatory Notes (Appendix 7) will be 

uploaded to the Website.  

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her work.  This was echoed by the Council.  

Resolved  

To adopt the NDP Timeline with Next Steps  

Proposed: Cllr Beacham Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed 

539 Apologies for Absence 

The Clerk confirmed receipt of an e-mail from Cllr Whitehead, previously circulated, requesting Council 

consideration of 6-months leave of absence in consideration of work pressures.  

The Council, through discussion, understood and empathised Cllr Whitehead’s position.  However, 

the Council felt that, as elected councillors, there was considerable work to do for the community, for 

which a full complement of councillors is required. Cllr Whitehead is a valued member of the Council, 

specifically contributing through the delivery of the website. Whilst the legislation summons councillors 

to attend (rather than invite) such is the importance of attendance, the legislation also enables a 

councillor to be absent for up to six-months without resolved agreement from the Council.  Cllr 

Whitehead has been absent from both the December 2020 and January 2021 meetings, but has 

confirmed that, such is the importance of the Council to him, he will seek to attend a meeting over the 

next six months if able.  
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Resolved 

Council resolved, with empathy for Cllr Whitehead’s position, that it was not appropriate to resolve a 

six month leave of absence. Council very much hoped that Cllr Whitehead’s work would enable him 

to return as a fully serving member as soon as possible.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

540 To receive report from C/Cllr Andrew Gibson 

 Councillor Gibson’s HCC report had been previously circulated (Appendix 8).  In addition:  

a) May Elections 

Cllr Gibson confirmed that he will not be standing at the May Elections. He will spend his remaining 

3-months tying up loose ends. The Chairman thanked him, on behalf of the Council, for his years 

of service.  

 

b) Flooding 

Cllr Gibson confirmed he had sent an e-mail to Daniel Bessons, Head of Highways, asking him to 

provide a contact in respect to the Lead Local Flood Authority (LFFA). 

 

c) Immigration Centre – A303 

The Government intends to place 500 Syrian and Iranian refugees at a new immigration centre on 

the A303.  The County Council is very concerned.  The closest village shop will be at Longparish.  

The nearest Kathmandu Centre, which offers support for immigrants, is in Andover, a 9-mile walk 

along the A303.  The County Council is not against immigration centres, but it is concerned at the 

lack of consultation, specifically regarding operational logistics.  

 

d) Recycling Centres 

Hampshire’s recycling centres will continue to be open during lockdown.  

 The Chairman thanked Cllr Gibson for his attendance and contribution.  Cllr Gibson left the meeting.  

541 To approve the Minutes from the 7th December 2020 meeting 

Resolved 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 7th December 2020 were approved. 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham All Agreed 

542 To review the Resolved Actions since the last meeting. 

 The Chairman invited questions from Councillors - None.  

543 To receive the RFO’s Financial reports and to approve the Payment of the Accounts and Sign 

the Bank Reconciliation 

 The finance reports had been previously circulated.  

 Resolved 

To receive the RFO’s Financial reports, to approve the Payment of the Accounts, attached, and Sign 

the Bank Reconciliation. 

 Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed 

544 To confirm the 2021/22 Precept 

At its December 2020 meeting, the Council agreed a 3% increase to the precept, raising it to 

£62,799. The updated budget was previously circulated. (Appendix 9).  

 Since the last meeting TVBC has confirmed the estimated Band D equivalent dwellings has increased 

from 716 to 719.  This will have an approximate effect as follows:  
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Effect on Band D Properties of an increase in the precept from 
£60,970 (2020/21) to £62,799 (2021/22) (3%) with a Band D of 719 

2020/21 Band D (716) per annum £85.15 

2021/22 Band D (719) per annum £87.34 

2021/22 Difference per annum £2.19 

2021/22 Difference per month £0.18 
  

For information, as requested at the December meeting, the effect per annum for the other Bands for 

2021/22 is provided below.  Please note, these are approximate costs, as a guide only.  

 Approximate % of  
Electorate 

Tax Base in 
Relation to Band D 

2020/21 Precept 
£60,970 

2021/22 Precept 
£62,799 

Difference 
Per Annum 

Band A 6.2% 6/9 £ 56.77 £ 58.23 £ 1.46 

Band B 8.3% 7/9 £ 66.23  £ 67.93 £ 1.70 

Band C 18.9% 8/9 £75.69 £ 77.64 £ 1.95 

Band D 15.6% 1 £85.15 £ 87.34 £ 2.19 

Band E 17.7% 11/9 £104.07 £106.75 £ 2.68 

Band F 14.7% 13/9 £122.99 £126.16 £ 3.17 

Band G 16.4% 15/9 £141.92 £145.57 £ 3.65 

Band H 2.2% 2 £170.30 £174.68 £ 4.38 

 

 Resolved  

To ratify the decision to increase the precept by 3%, an increase of £1,220, bringing the total 2021/22 

precept to £62,799.   

The Clerk to request a precept of £62,799 from TVBC.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

545 Financial Regulations 

It was agreed last year, further to an alert from the previous Clerk, that the Financial Regulations 

needed to be updated.  The updated draft financial regulations, previously circulated, are based on 

the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) recommended template.  The Council was asked 

to pay particular attention to the financial levels suggested.    

Resolved 

The Financial Regulations were adopted in full, with one addition.  That the Clerk has a 15% financial 

leeway against resolved actions, without returning to Council.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed.  

546 Additional Speed Limit Reminder (SLR) 

Update from resolved actions at the last meeting:  

Simon Nightingale has confirmed that as the Council’s preferred site, ‘Site 5’, near Pale, on the 

Romsey Road, SO20 6PP, is a current site, he has a risk assessment, and it does not require review. 

Appreciating policy, the Council remains hopeful that HCC Traffic Management will grant this as a 

static site, as it feels the benefit considerable, considering the number of drivers that speed at this 

point. The Clerk sought direction from Council as to whether the purchase of the 2nd-hand SLR was 

dependent on this decision.  Council confirmed that no, that the purchase was irrespective of this 

decision. This is just the first step in the development of speed reduction measures the Council wishes, 

in partnership with HCC Traffic Management, to take forward and it will be useful.  

Resolved:  

The commitment to purchase the 2nd-hand SLR to be made asap, to enable repairs to go ahead.  

Proposed: Cllr Beacham Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  
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547 Clerk’s Appointment 

The Council held an Extraordinary Meeting on Monday 10th August 2020 at 7.30pm, for which no 

minutes were written.  Other than the usual preliminaries such as apologies for absence, 

declarations of interest etc.  there was one agenda item: “To receive a report from the HR 

Committee, and if applicable, to approve the recommendation and terms for hiring the new Clerk and 

RFO”.   

As the appointment of a Clerk and RFO is a legal requirement this has been included on this 

meeting’s agenda, with the purpose of formally ratifying the appointment of the current Clerk & RFO. 

Resolved: 

To ratify the appointment of Liz Manship as Clerk & Proper Officer and Responsible Finance Officer 

(RFO) to Kings Somborne Parish Council, as from 1st September 2020.   

a) Hours: 25 hours per week.   

b) Salary: LC2, SCP point 30, within the new SCP scale 29 – 32.   

These are the same terms as the previous Clerk in consideration of sums set aside in the budget.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham All Agreed.  

548  Registration of Lease for Community Building with Land Registry 

Confirmation has been received from Paris Smith that this is moving forward, though they have been 

asked by Land Registry to provide some additional information. The Clerk will work with Paris Smith 

and the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) to move this forward.  

549 Clerk’s Report 

 a)   King’s Somborne Playing Field and Recreation Ground Charity 

Income and Expenditure data for financial year ending 31 March 2020 has been requested and 

provided. The status of this Charity requires investigation, to ensure the proper processes are 

being undertaken. The Clerk will consult with the Internal Auditor.  Anticipated timeline, by the 

new financial year.   
  

b) NatWest Account 

To advise Council this account was closed at the end of December 2020. 

550 Correspondence Received 

551 Councillors Reports 

a)   Planting of Apple Tree in the area for biodiversity behind the school        

Cllr Wales advised Council that this will need to wait until February, in consideration of the land. 

He will contact the doner to agree arrangements.  

552       Exempt Session 

The Chairman thanked the public for attending.  

 

Resolved 

The Council resolved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to 

exclude the public and press for discussion and potential appointment of contractors, where publicity 

might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

553 Web Support  

 Web support for the Clerk is required during Cllr Whitehead’s absence.  
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 Resolved 

a) The Council resolved to appoint Northerwood Websites (Northerwood Systems Limited), based 

in Lyndhurst, provisionally for a 6-mth period. The cost to the Council is £75 per hour for 1:1 

Technical Support and £30 an hour for Practitioner Support.  Costs will be charged in 5-minute 

blocks, by arrangement with the Clerk.  

b) The Clerk to request Cllr Whitehead provide herself and Northerwood Websites with Editor 

rights.  And if possible, Northerwood Websites with FTP access to the server.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed.  

554 IT Support 

The Council requires IT support to both look after the Clerk’s computer and as required, to support 

Councillors with access to e-mails and OneDrive. Information obtained and the needs of the Council 

were discussed.  

Resolved 

The Clerk to seek additional information and bring the next meeting.   

Proposed: Cllr Webb  Seconded: Cllr Hodge  All Agreed 

555 Date and Time of Next Meeting: Monday 8th February 2021 at 7pm.  

With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 22:00.  


