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This report is produced by Ramboll at the request of the client for the purposes detailed herein. 

This report and accompanying documents are intended solely for the use and benefit of the 

client for this purpose only and may not be used by or disclosed to, in whole or in part, any 

other person without the express written consent of Ramboll. Ramboll neither owes nor accepts 

any duty to any third party and shall not be liable for any loss, damage or expense of 

whatsoever nature which is caused by their reliance on the information contained in this report. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Woodland Planting and Maintenance Plan outlines the approach that will be taken to deliver 

the woodland creation associated with the residential development on Furzedown Road. This is 

being undertaken by Shorewood Homes in order to offset nitrate run off.  The woodland planting 

strategy has been developed in line with the latest guidance from Natural England on achieving 

nutrient neutrality for new housing developments (June 2020). In accordance to this, the tree 

planting has been proposed to achieve a 20% canopy cover at maturity (equivalent to 

approximately 100 trees per ha). 
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2. SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is located to the south east of Kings Somborne, Hampshire on currently managed arable 

farmland, within a wider network of medium to large arable fields, with bordering hedgerows. 

Immediately to the east of the site there is a recently planted woodland and to the west the 

proposed housing development and associated allotments. The proposed woodland site is 

approximately 1.26 ha and can be accessed from Furzedown Road. 

 

Figure 1.1: Location of proposed woodland planting 
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3. PROPOSED METHOD 

3.1 Proposed method 

The proposals for the woodland for nitrate offsetting are shown in Figure 1.2 below.  This includes 

the following: 

- 1.26ha new native woodland 

- Density of 100 plants per ha, equating to 126 plants. 

- Proposed woodland grass and wild flower seed mixture for under the tree planting 

- Maintenance access track and woodland glade, kept free from successional planting 

 

Figure 1.2: Proposed Woodland for nitrate mitigation (drawing L01) 

 

3.2 Site preparation 

In order to prepare the existing arable field for woodland planting, the site is to be ploughed to a 

depth of 250mm. This is to be undertaken when the field is dry to avoid soil compaction. Any 

large stones or other debris brought to the surface after ploughing to be removed from site. 

Ploughed area to be left for 3-4 months to allow for the ground to settle. During this time the site 

should be kept free from harmful and competitive weeds. If required, a systematic herbicide can 

be used in accordance to the manufacturer’s recommendations, and spot applied to area of weed 

only. 
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3.3 Woodland Specification 

Planting of trees is to be carried out in between November and the end of March, before the stock 

starts coming into bud. Planting should only be undertaken when soil and weather conditions are 

suitable: not during strong winds; when ground is excessively wet or when the ground is frozen.  

 

Species will be of local provenance, using local suppliers and ordered well in advance of planting, 

to ensure availability of stock. The planting stock shall be of high quality and will be inspected 

prior to being purchased and planted. Good, well-grown plants should be sturdy, with a healthy 

leading shoot.  All plants will be free from pests, diseases, discoloration, weeds and physiological 

disorders. 

 

To avoid stressing the plants or drying out the root system, keep roots covered and protected 

from the weather and handle them as little as possible. 

 

Trees and understory shrubs will be planted, as indicated on the plan, on varying 12m or 6m 

centres on staggered rows, refer the drawing L01.  

 

 

 

Figure 1.2 Tree Planting Schedule 

 

The entire site, including understory of woodland plants, maintenance track and glade areas are 

to be seeded with Emorsgate seeds EW1 woodland mixture at a rate of 4g/m2. Refer to figure 1.3 

below for grass seed specification. 
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Figure 1.3 – Grass seed specification 

 

 

 

3.4 Planting method 

 

Trees are to be planted using the notch planting method. A spade is used to cut a T or L shape slit 

in the ground, rolling the earth back in order to carefully insert the plant into the space, the spade 

should then be removed and the surrounding area trod down firmly. The soil level should be flush 

with the root collar and care is to be taken to ensure no roots are left exposed. The trees and 

understory shrubs should be aligned vertically, to ensure straight growth. 

 

3.5 Planting protection 

 

All trees should be protected from animal damage using a suitable guard. All guards will be 

degradable, polypropylene, translucent, green tubes pushed 1-2cm into the ground. Tree tubes to 

be from Tubex Standard 12 D range (or similar approved) with a height of approximately 0.6m 

and a diameter of 160mm.  

 

Guards will be fixed to a 40mm x 40 mm square hardwood timber stake (1m long), which are four 

way pointed and hammered securely into the ground by a minimum of 300mm. Stakes will be 

hammered into the ground so that the stake is below to level of the top of the tree guard and 

above the level of the top tie. The tree will be located within 5cm of the base of the stake but not 

closer than 2cm. The guards will be pushed into the ground about 1-2cm to deter animals from 

burrowing under the guard. 

 

All trees should be surrounded by 1.2m diameter of sterilized bark or wood chip, 75mm thick to 

supress weeds. Mulch is to be inspected regularly and reapplied as necessary.  
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3.6 Post planting management strategy 

 

All plants to be watered thoroughly after planting, taking care not to displace or damage plants or 

soil. Watering shall continue as required, particularly during dry periods. 

 

Maintenance access path and glade to be kept clear from any tree or shrub growth, with grass in 

these areas being cut as required. Deadwood to be left to encourage habitat creation, unless on 

the maintenance track or glade. 

 

 

3.6.1 Management – Years 1-5 

 

 

 

3.6.2 Long term management (5+ years) 

After the initial 5 years’ worth of maintenance operations above, the woodland plants should be 

established. Weeding and watering should continue as and when necessary. Stakes, ties and 

guards should be removed once the trees have reached 3m. Glade and maintenance track to be 

kept clear at all times.  

 

The long-term maintenance strategy should be of allowing natural succession. Given the 12-6m 

spacing allowed for in the initial plan, self-seeded trees should be left to continue growing in order 

to encourage a mixed age woodland and deadwood to be left to encourage habitat creation, 

unless on the maintenance track or glade. 



Ramboll - Woodland Planting and Maintenance Plan 

 

  

 

8/8 

 

 


