
 

Test Valley Borough Council 

Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA)  

Screening Matrix and Appropriate Assessment Statement 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Undertaking the HRA process is the responsibility of the decision maker as the Competent 

Authority for the purpose of the Habitats Regulations. However, it is the responsibility of the 

applicant to provide the Competent Authority with the information that they require for this purpose. 

 

HRA drafting date: 1st December 2020 

HRA completion date: 1st December 2020 

Application reference: 19/02899/OUTS 

Application address: Land East Of Furzedown Road Furzedown Road Kings Somborne  

Application description: Erection of 18 dwellings in Outline with all matters reserved except 

access Full - change of use of land to allotments with new access off 

Furzedown Road and erection of a storage building 

Lead Planning Officer: Sarah Barter 

Please note that all references in this assessment to the ‘Habitats Regulations’ refer to The Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2017 (as amended). 

 

Stage 1 - details of the plan or project 

European site potentially impacted by 

planning application, plan or project: 

- Solent and Southampton Water Ramsar 

- Solent Maritime SAC 

Is the planning application directly 

connected with or necessary to the 

management of the site (if yes, Applicant 

should have provided details)? 

No.  

- The development proposal is for an increase in 

residential dwellings. This is neither connected to nor 

necessary to the management of any European site. 

Are there any other projects or plans that 

together with the planning application 

being assessed could affect the site? 

Yes.  

- All new housing development that results in waste 

water entering The Solent is considered to contribute 

towards an impact on the integrity of these sites as a 

result of increased nitrates, and resulting 

eutrophication and impacts to conservation interests, 

when considered in combination with other 

development within river catchments flowing into The 

Solent.  

 

 

Stage 2 - HRA screening assessment 

Screening under Regulation 63(1)(a) of the Habitats Regulations – The Applicant to provide 

evidence so that a judgement can be made as to whether there could be any potential significant 

impacts of the development on the integrity of the relevant designated sites listed above. 



 

Solent and Southampton Water SPA – Solent Neutrality 

There is existing evidence of high levels of nitrogen and phosphorus in the water environment across the 

Solent, with evidence of eutrophication at some designated sites. An Integrated Water Management Study 

for South Hampshire was commissioned by the Partnership for Urban South Hampshire (PUSH) Authorities 

to examine the delivery of development growth in relation to legislative and government policy 

requirements for designated sites and wider biodiversity. This work has identified that there is uncertainty 

regarding whether any new housing development does not contribute to net increases in nutrients entering 

these designated sites. 

 

As such, the emerging advice from Natural England is that the applicants for development proposals 

resulting in a net increase in dwellings are required to submit the nitrogen budget for the development to 

demonstrate no likely significant effect on the European designated sites due to the increase in waste 

water from the new housing.  

 

With respect to the current application, the following nutrient budget has been calculated in accordance 

with the latest Natural England guidance: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Therefore, with the development, there would be an increase in nitrates entering the catchment. Therefore, 

when considered in combination with other plans and projects, this development would have a likely 

significant effect on the suite of Solent designated sites listed above. 

 

Permission cannot be granted unless further Appropriate Assessment can conclude that the development 

would not adversely affect these sites. 

 

Would the proposal lead to a likely significant effect on European site integrity? YES 

 

(If yes, continue to Stage 3). 

 

Stage 3 - Appropriate Assessment 

Appropriate Assessment under Regulation 63(1) - if there are any potential significant impacts, 

the applicant must provide evidence showing avoidance and/or mitigation measures to allow an 

Assessment to be made.  The Applicant must also provide details which demonstrate any long-

term management, maintenance and funding of any solution. 

Solent and Southampton Water SPA – Solent Neutrality 

In support of the proposed development the applicant has submitted a proposed offsite mitigation strategy 

(See attached). The proposed strategy comprises the removal of land within the wider agricultural holding 

and measuring 1.26ha, from future agricultural production.  

 

An aerial photograph has been submitted demonstrating the use of this offsite land for the growing of 

crops. It is therefore accepted on a precautionary basis that cereal production represents an accurate 

classification. 

 

To secure the future use of the land in perpetuity a legal agreement will be implemented preventing the use 

of the land for agricultural production. A management plan covering the future maintenance of the land has 

been submitted (see attached) and will be incorporated into the associated legal agreement.  



 

 

The development will therefore not result in adverse effects on the Solent designated site through water 

quality impacts arising from nitrate generation.  

 

Stage 4 – Summary of the Appropriate Assessment (To be carried out by the Competent 

Authority (the local planning authority) in liaison with Natural England 

Having concluded that the application will have a likely significant effect in the absence of avoidance and 

mitigation measures on the above European and Internationally protected sites, this represents the 

authority’s Appropriate Assessment as Competent Authority in accordance with requirements under 

Regulation 63 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, Article 6 (3) of the Habitats 

Directive and having due regard to its duties under Section 40(1) of the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities (NERC) Act 2006 to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.  

  

The authority has concluded that the adverse effects arising from the proposal are wholly consistent with 

and inclusive of the effects detailed in Natural England’s ‘Advice on achieving nutrient neutrality for new 

development in the Solent region’. The authority’s assessment is that the application complies with the 

relevant guidance and strategy. Therefore, it can be concluded that there will be no adverse effect on the 

integrity of the designated sites identified above. 

 

Natural England Officer: 

 

 

Authorised under delegated powers 

 

Head of Service   Signed ……………………. 

Date …………………. 

 


