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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held virtually via Zoom 

Monday 07th December 2020 at 7.00pm 

These minutes are draft until resolved as accurate at, usually, the following Full Council meeting.  

 

Present:   Cllr P Duncan 

   Cllr L Hodge  

   Cllr K Hughes (Chair) 

   Cllr M Qassim 

   Cllr G Searle 

Cllr O Wales 

Cllr R Webb 

    

In Attendance:    County Councillor Mr A Gibson, Borough Councillor Mr T Ward.  

Mrs E Manship, Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council 

 

Also present:   3 members of the public were present. 

 

Apologies:   Parish Councillors: Cllrs I Beacham and R Harwood 

   County Councillor Mr A Gibson 

 

Absent:  Cllr S Whitehead 

 

513 Welcome & Public Session 

Cllr Hughes welcomed everyone to the meeting and took questions and comments from the floor.  

a) Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

A resident explained that he remained concerned that the Site Assessments would not be impartial 

against national criteria, if the draft policies forwarded to AECOM referred to a ‘contour line’. 

The Chairman confirmed that the Site Assessments are being undertaken against nationally 

agreed criteria, by AECOM’s Site Assessments Team.  And that the review of policies and 

evidence base is being undertaken by AECOM’s Evidence Base and Policy Development (EBPD) 

Team.  The Clerk highlighted the Council’s request to AECOM from the 9th November KSPC 

meeting, attached to the minutes, which had been forwarded to AECOM’s EBPD team: 

“Draft policy KSE1: Feedback from the 1st NDP was that keeping the views across the valley and 

the conservation area is extremely important.  KSPC also has a Conservation Policy that identifies 

some of these views.   Please advise: 

a) Whether there should or should not be a contour in the policy, and the reasons? 

b) If yes, at what height do you feel the contour should be and the evidence behind this? 

c) If no, please advise criteria with the evidence behind that can be put in the policy, that can be 

applied on a site-by-site basis”. 

514 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Beacham – wedding, and Cllr Harwood – unwell. 

515 To receive reports from C/Cllr Andrew Gibson and B/Cllr Tony Ward 

 

a) HCC Report Dec 2020 and Mid-Test Matters Dec 2020 received from Cllrs Gibson and Ward 

respectively had been circulated prior to the meeting.  They will be uploaded to the website 

against these minutes.  
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b) Aster Homes 

Cllr Ward advised Council of a resident’s concern regarding the auction of the garages in Muss 

Lane on 17th December 2020, in respect to how the significant parking in and around these 

garages could be affected by the sale.   

 

c) COVID-19 & Christmas Boxes 

Cllr Ward was pleased to report a drop in numbers of reported infections in the area.  There 

continues to be a lot of support for those affected in any way.  Please encourage individuals and 

supporting organisations to contact him for contact details of those who can assist. Also, any 

persons who would welcome a Christmas Box.  

 

d) Potential Planning Application for the Allotment Site 

A meeting with TVBC’s Planning Department is being held next week to review the progress of 

this potential application. Trees are being proposed in an adjacent field to compensate, though 

these will likely screen the development looking down the valley, rather than up from the village. 

The Council may wish to consider impact in regard to the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Action: Planning Committee to discuss information available to date, at its January 2021 meeting, 

in preparation of a full or outline planning application.  

 

516 Declarations of Interest – None 

517 To approve the Minutes of 02nd and 09th November 2020 meetings 

Resolved 

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on the 02nd and 09th November 2020 were 

approved. 

Proposed: Cllr Wales  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

518 To review the Resolved Actions since the last meeting 

 The Clerk updated Council as follows:  

a) Tanners Pond and the Bourne 

The Environment Agency cleared the Borne in the second week of November, as promised. The 

stock fencing has been removed to support water flow.  They are liaising internally to enable the 

removal of the remaining part of the Crack Willow, due to environmental issues, e.g., bats.   

The landowner of farmland on the LHS of New Road, opposite Tanners Pond, is kindly arranging 

for the two smaller overflow ponds to be cleared and cut back.  Other landowners too, have offered 

support in any way that is helpful.  

The EA has started work on a draft long-term flood relief plan, for discussion early in the new year.   

b) CIL Application for Traffic Calming  

TVBC has confirmed we will not hear the outcome of our CIL application until February 2021 at 

the earliest.  HCC has agreed that the current section 106 money they are holding for us will be 

safeguarded if it rolls into the new financial year.  However, there is a discrepancy in the amount, 

which is being followed up.  

 

c) Topsoil for the Cricket Field  

The contractor has not delivered the promised topsoil, which has been paid for. It is now too late 

in consideration of the weather and delivery needs to be postponed until March 2021.  Cllr Hughes 

is liaising with the company concerned.   

 

d) Remembrance at the War Memorial  

Whilst the rules kept changing in consideration of COVID-19, in the preceding week it was agreed 

that this could go ahead with minimal attendance. This ran smoothly, thanks to the work of Mrs 

Pepperell and the Parish Church, who in turn, thank the Council and Clerk for all the support 

received.  
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e) Flood Plain Consultation  

The Parish Council’s Resilience group, Cllr Hughes, the Clerk and Peter Storey met with Dave 

Bonner, Environment Agency on 23rd November 2020.  Cllr Webb was unable to attend. Also, in 

attendance: Adam Cleal and Artur Podsiadly from the Environment Agency.  Mr Bonner and Mr 

Cleal gave a presentation, which will be uploaded to the website, that covered river level data, the 

temporary defences available if required, and some of the longer-term flooding relief plans, as 

discussed with Cllrs Beacham, Searle and Wales.   

Further to this meeting the EA met with Peter Storey, 29th November 2020, to look specifically at 

the properties flooded in 2014. The EA spoke with property owners available, to increase 

understanding of views, problems, and experiences.  The EA has now identified where sandbags 

could be deposited to enable self-help; where they may erect barriers to contain the excess water, 

low bridges which could impede flow and outlet drains under the Winchester Road which need 

attention.  

A meeting to further update councils is being held on Wednesday 16th December 2020, with Cllr 

Lashbrook, Chairman of the Test Valley Resilience Forum. The Clerk read through the programme 

and invited interest.  

The Clerk confirmed speaking with Mr Podsiadly that morning, 7th December 2020, for an update: 

An outline plan of proposed flood defences for the 2020/21 winter will be available for discussion 

at the 16th December 2020 meeting.  A draft plan for long-term defences should also be available 

for next week.  The EA will call a meeting in January with the parish council, Hampshire Highways 

and the Methodist Church, to discuss long term flood protection measures, such as the installation 

of flood valves onto the outlet pipes into the river; and possible modifications to the very low bridge 

at the Methodist Church, appreciating this is possibly listed.   

Resolved:  

Cllrs Beacham, Searle, Wales, with the Clerk, to represent the Council at the Resilience meeting 

to be held 16th December 2020.   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Hodge  All Agreed 

 

f) Replacement Picnic Bench near MUGA 

This has been purchased and is situ.  The Council’s thanks have been expressed to Michael 

Rebbeck and John Nicholson for their assistance.  

All other resolved actions are in progress.   

 

519 To receive the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 02nd November 2020 

 Resolved 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 02nd November 2020 were received.  

 Proposed: Cllr Webb  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed 

520 To receive the RFO’s Financial reports and to approve the Payment of the Accounts and Sign 

the Bank Reconciliation 

 The finance reports had been previously circulated. The Clerk advised that Mr John Davies and Mr 

John Vanderpump, KS Village Hall Committee, had confirmed that Proline has completed the snagging 

list on the Community Building and that the retainer of £1000 plus VAT, could be released. This has 

been held, awaiting agreement, against community building cost centres 8030 and 8040. 

 Resolved 

To receive the RFO’s Financial reports, to authorise release of the above payment to Proline, to 

approve the Payment of the Accounts, attached, and Sign the Bank Reconciliation. 

 Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed 

521 To consider and agree the draft budget for 2021/22 

 The draft budget had been prepared and previously circulated.  

 The proposed budget included a 5% increase in the precept, which Council felt too high, 

inconsideration of the past year and potential effect on residents’ income.  After much discussion, 

Council agreed to reduce the budget for the new play equipment EMR to enable the increase to be 

reduced to 3%.   



4 

 

 Resolved  

To increase the 2020/21 precept by 3%, an increase of £1,220, bringing the total 2021/22 precept to 

£62,799.  Based on the 2020/21 Band D equivalent, this will result in the parish council share 

increasing from £85.15 per annum to £87.71 per annum per band D property: a difference of £2.55 

per annum or £0.21 per month. 

Should finances allow at the end of the 2021/22 financial year, the new play equipment EMR to be 

increased by £2,000 as originally planned.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Searle  All Agreed.  

522 NDP Update 

The Clerk updated Council from her report, previously circulated. This includes the following and will 

be attached to the minutes:  

• Site Assessments – update, including location of sites to be assessed.  

• Landscape Assessment – update. 

• Timelines – In respect to the Site Assessments and the Review of Draft Policies.  

• Website – update.  

• Locality Technical Support and Grant Support – update and 2020/21 timelines.  

523 Request from the Village Hall for letters of support for grant applications 

The VH has applied for three grants from the HDD Rural Communities fund, and letters of approval 

to the fund for the projects involved are requested from KSPC. 

The first project is to build a mini brick wall and railings on the hall main entrance ramp, substantially 

improving DDA compliance. This will be for the benefit of the community, particularly people with 

disabilities.   

The second & third grants are improvements to the ongoing AV system currently being installed at 

the hall for which TVBC have already agreed a grant.  By installing a remote camera and 

microphones and helping to integrate the hearing loop into more things, a wider use of mobile 

technologies will be enabled; currently limited until this infrastructure upgrade is complete. KSVH is 

applying for two grants, one to cover the remote camera and microphones and the other to cover the 

cost of the additional wiring and installation.   

Resolved 

It is the opinion of KSPC that these improvements will be of benefit for the communities of The 

Sombornes and Ashley.  The Clerk to write letters of support.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Searle  All Agreed.  

524 Cemetery 

The Clerk raised the benefit of an interested councillor offering support with the cemetery work, on 

an as needs basis.  E.g., to visit and advise if a parishioner raises a concern, and to ‘mark’ plots for 

the Funeral Director, when the Clerk is not available. Also, to get to know how the cemetery operates 

and begin, with the Clerk, to think through long term improvements for Council consideration.   Cllr 

Beacham has confirmed an interest.  

Resolved 

Cllr Beacham to work with the Clerk on an as needs basis, as above.  

Proposed: Cllr Searle  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

525 Additional Speed Limit Reminder (SLR) 

About a year ago, a Speed Awareness Group was set up, to investigate and consider the most 

effective ways to reduce speeding through Kings Somborne.  The purchase of an additional SLR 

was one of the proposed actions.   

The Council has been approached by Simon Nightingale, Project Engineer, TVBC, regarding a 

second hand SLR, the same as our existing, which Stockbridge Parish Council no longer require. 
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The SLR is currently with the manufacturer awaiting an instruction from a parish council which would 

like it. KSPC has first refusal.  Repairs will cost approximately £550 plus VAT. For 2 batteries, leads, 

brackets and padlocks the Council needs to allow £300.  This compares to circa £3,000 for a new 

SLR. An additional £500 will need to be allowed to cover the cost of either rotating the sign across 

sites or the installation of bollards if required at a static site.  

The Council discussed the pros and cons of a rotating versus a static sign, and the various locations 

a static sign could be of benefit.  

Resolved 

To purchase this SLR for the purposes of installation as a static sign, ideally at ‘Site 5’, near Park Pale, 

on the Romsey Road, SO20 6PP, entering the village.  To enable this:  

a) The Clerk to request Simon Nightingale undertake a risk assessment 

b) The Clerk to request agreement for a static site at Site 5 from HCC’s Traffic Management Team 

c) The Clerk to confirm agreement to purchase the sign, subject to the static site being agreed, and 

to arrange repair with the manufacturer.  

Proposed: Cllr Wales  Seconded: Cllr Searle  One Abstention, 6 Agreed.  

526 Clerk’s Report 

 Nothing further to report 

527 Correspondence Received 

 

a)    Play Equipment  

The Council has received an e-mail, from a new resident to Kings Somborne, concerned at the 

grime and algae on the play equipment, and asking whether anything can be done.   

Funds have been set aside in the 2021/22 budget for the purpose of deep cleaning the 

equipment and wetpour safety surfacing.  

528 Councillors Reports 

a)   Car Parking in Up Somborne  

Cllr Duncan advised of concern raised regarding an increase to the number of parked cars in 

Strawberry Lane, Up Somborne.  All the cars appear to be residents’ cars, possibly from people 

working at home during the pandemic and from multiple car households. He asked whether the 

Council had experience of overcoming these difficulties. 

Cllr Duncan will talk with residents, to ascertain thoughts, issues, solutions etc.  and when 

helpful, request an agenda item.  

 

e) Thank you to the Community during COVID 

Cllr Hughes wished to express her and the Council’s thanks to everyone in the Community who 

has and is continuing to work so hard to support those in need during COVID.  

529       Exempt Session 

The Chairman thanked the public for attending.  

 

Resolved 

The Council resolved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to 

exclude the public and press for discussion and potential appointment of contractors and staffing 

matters, where publicity might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed.  

530 Internal Auditor 

Resolved 

The Council resolved that Tim Light from “Lightatouch” continue as the Council’s Internal Auditor for 

the financial year 2020/21, for the sum of £700.00 plus VAT; the same cost as for 2019/20.  

Proposed: Cllr Wales  Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed.  
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531 Staffing Matters 

The Chairman confirmed that the Personnel Committee had met on the 30th November 2020, for the 

purposes of the Clerk’s three-month appraisal.  The Personnel Committee is delighted with the 

quality of work undertaken, level of local knowledge quickly learnt, and the support offered, 

particularly in respect of the NDP.  The Personnel Committee is aware of the hours, exceeding 

contracted hours, both undertaken and required to support the NDP move forward and 

recommended to Council that the Clerk be remunerated for these hours.   

To enable remuneration without raising the precept, the Personnel Committee recommends 

remuneration from the 2020/21 NDP budget and the COVID small business grant.  Currently held as 

an EMR for the cemetery, as received against the cemetery, this grant is not ring-fenced and can be 

repurposed.    

Resolved 

The Clerk to be remunerated for the additional hours both undertaken and required for the NDP.  The 

Chairman and Personnel Committee to monitor these hours. Sums to be taken from monies set aside 

for the NDP in the 2020/21 budget and from the above COVID small business grant.  The cemetery 

EMR to be repurposed as an NDP EMR to enable this.   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Hodge  All Agreed 

532 Date and Time of Next Meeting: Monday 11th January 2021 at 7pm.  

With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:44.  


