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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held virtually via Zoom 

Monday 05th October 2020 at 7.00pm 

These minutes are draft until resolved as accurate at, usually, the following Full Council meeting.  

 

Present:   Cllr I Beacham 

   Cllr R Harwood 

   Cllr L Hodge  

   Cllr K Hughes (Chair) 

   Cllr M Qassim 

   Cllr G Searle 

Cllr O Wales 

Cllr S Whitehead 

      

In Attendance:    Mrs E Manship, Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council 

 

Also present:   1 member of the public was present. 

 

Apologies:    Parish Councillors P Duncan and R Webb 

   Borough Councillor T Ward and County Councillor A Gibson.  

 

462 Public Session 

a) Fallen Willow Tree over the Borne – A resident advised the Council that on the previous Friday, a tree 

from land the other side of the river to herself, had fallen in the wind, across the river into her garden.  

She had advised the Council previously of her concerns of this and other trees on a strip of land next to 

the Bourne, which are minuted.  Both she and the previous Clerk have undertaken a Land Registry 

search and neither the strip of land, nor the adjacent field are registered.  The previous Clerk has written 

to the owner of the field who has confirmed he does not own the strip of land in question.  At his 

suggestion, the owner of a neighbouring property has been approached, who also confirms they do not 

own it. The resident wished to advise the Council that with no known owner for this strip of land, the 

expense of clearing the tree from her garden, and concern over the remaining trees, that she and her 

neighbours plan to apply for land ownership, enabling them to maintain the trees and prevent further 

damage to the river and their properties.   

 

b) Planning Reform – A resident advised concern in respect of proposals for reform of the planning system 

in England, currently in open consultation, which she felt if agreed would be detrimental.  

 

463 Council Response 

a) Fallen Tree – Noted.  The Clerk was asked as a matter of courtesy to advise the landowner of the field 

adjacent to the strip of land in question and ask whether he had any other leads for the ownership. 

 

b) Planning Consultation – The Council advised that its aim in drafting the Neighbourhood Development 

Plan is that this creates thought through and agreed policies that must be considered in future planning 

applications in the parish, whilst contributing in a considered way to the need for housing.    

 

464 Apologies for Absence  

Apologies had been received from Cllr Duncan (medical reasons) and Cllr Webb (family reasons) 

Resolved: To accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Duncan and Webb 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham  All Agreed  
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465 To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors 

a) Report received from County Councillor Andrew Gibson 

Hampshire Highways has reorganised.  King’s Somborne sits in area north:    

Area North: Highway Manager - Steve Pellatt.  Asst. Highway Manager - Mike Pillans 

Area South: Highway Manager - Paula Edwards.  Asst. Highway Manager - Andy Harding 

 

b) Report from Borough Councillor Tony Ward 

Mid Test Matters – Issue 16 (circulated to Council and uploaded to website)  

 

466  Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  

None 

 

467 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 07th September 2020  

RESOLVED 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 07th September, previously circulated, were approved as a 

true record.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham  All Agreed  

 

468 To review the resolved actions list since the last meeting. 

The ‘resolved actions’ list, noting progress, had been previously circulated.  There were no questions.  

 

469 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held Monday 7th September 2020  

Cllr Harwood advised that appeal ref: APP/C1760/W/20/3246112  is allowed and planning permission 

granted for the change of use of land to residential (C3) use and construction of detached carport at Upper 

Eldon Farm, Kings Somborne,  in accordance with the terms of the application, Ref: 19/02026/FULLS, dated 

31 July 2019, subject to conditions.  

 

RESOLVED 

The minutes of the planning committee meeting, held 7th September 2020, were received by Full 

Council, having previously been circulated.  

Proposed: Cllr Harwood  Seconded: Cllr Wales  All Agreed 

 

470 To receive and approve the RFO’s Financial reports, to approve the Payment of the Accounts and 

sign the bank reconciliation. 

The RFO confirmed she had been accepted as a signatory by the Bank and is currently awaiting password 

access.  It has not therefore been possible to confirm income, expenditure or reconcile. The previous clerk 

has made payments on the RFO’s behalf as follows.   

• Greengrass Services – July (£655.50) and August (£641.00).  

• Seagrave – Bi-annual Playground Checks (carried out 18/09/20) - £286.80 

• Pre-School Grant - £500 of the £5,000 agreed, to ensure bank details correct.  

• ICCM – Pro-rata annual membership - £47.00 

• Village Hall – for flu clinic - £144.00 

• Clerk and RFO Salary - £1,651  

The Internal Auditor is aware, and it is planned to bring two months expenditure to Council in November.  

471 Resilience Resources: To consider request from Houghton & Bossington Support Group to share    

resilience resources across parishes for the benefit of both communities. 

             Resolved 

The Council agrees to the sharing of resilience resources in its ownership, on a reciprocal basis, such as 

high visibility vests, wind-up torches etc. provided on a reciprocal basis.    

 Proposed: Cllr Wales  Seconded: Cllr Hodge   All agreed 
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472 Remembrance Sunday 

a) Act of Remembrance  

Agreement is sought from the Parish Council for short Acts of Remembrance, led by the Church, to be 

held at the War Memorial on Sunday 8th November 2020 and Wednesday 11th November 2020.  A short 

report, summarising planned adjustments in consideration of COVID-19 had been previously circulated.   

A risk assessment for both occasions, using a template provided by the Royal British Legion is being 

drafted, taking into consideration COVID-19 legislation and guidance published by the Government and 

the Church of England.  A copy will be forwarded to the Council prior to the event.  A note will be placed 

in the Gauntlet explaining arrangements and encouraging people not to attend, but to remember from 

their front gardens.  

Discussion: The Council supports these Acts of Remembrance, provided they are as COVID safe as 

possible.  The suggestion was made that the church bell, which can be heard across the village, is rung 

to support people’s personal acts of remembrance in their front gardens.  Cllr Hughes offered to review 

the risk assessments with the Clerk in support of the events.  

Resolved:  

The Council confirms agreement for these Acts of Remembrance to go ahead at the War Memorial, 

subject to legislation and guidance being followed.  

        Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales   All Agreed 

 

b) Wreath  

The Council is asked to consider a donation of £50 to cover the costs of the Parish Council's wreath. 

Resolved:  

Agreed 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Wales   All Agreed 

 

473 Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Cllr Hughes advised that the Council has been awarded funding from Locality, to enable AECOM to 

undertake the following work for the Council.   

a) Site Assessments – AECOM will firstly establish with us that all known sites have been identified for 

inclusion in the assessment. This includes sites offered through Call for Sites and also TVBC Strategic 

Housing Land Availability Assessment. To ensure our site assessments are objective, transparent, free 

from challenge and will be accepted by TVBC, AECOM will assess all identified sites using a standard 

proforma incorporating nationally agreed criteria. They do not remove sites from selection partway 

through, based on x,y,z. They assess all the sites against all criteria. 

 

b) Site Selection – AECOM will then assist the Council in finalising our local criteria to ensure they are 

transparent, objective, free from challenge and will be accepted by TVBC. They must be in accordance 

with the Local Plan and AECOM will advise us on this.  This will be the stage to involve the community, 

to ensure that any criteria residents wish to be included, can be considered. This does not mean 

suggestions will be accepted as criteria, but AECOM will advise why they can or why they cannot.  

 
c) Landscape Assessment and Policies Review – Funding is agreed to enable AECOM to review our 

Landscape Assessment and up to 14 of the Council’s policies.  The Landscape Assessment is required 

to support the Site Assessment process. This will be reviewed and as needed amended to ensure it is 

in line with legislation, will be accepted by TVBC and is free from challenge. The same review process 

will be applied to the Council’s policies.  

The NDP Working Group are meeting with AECOM over the coming weeks to support this move forward.  
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474 Bi-Annual Play Equipment Inspection Reports 

Play Equipment Inspection Reports for the play areas at Kings Somborne Recreation Ground, Muss Lane 

and Up Somborne, completed 18th September, have been received from Seagrave Inspection Services Ltd.  

Most areas are low or medium risk.  Concern has been received regarding the Basket Swing in the 

Recreation Ground.  This will be put out of action immediately and will remain so until it has been 

professionally checked.   The risk assessments will be forwarded to those who very kindly check the 

equipment on a weekly basis, for information and comment.  The bench that has been moved from Muss 

Lane to the Recreation Ground will be discussed with the Inspector.  

Resolved 

To obtain comparative quotations to enable a staged approach to improvements. 

Proposed: Cllr Wells  Seconded: Cllr Hughes   All Agreed 

 

475 Flood Plain Consultation  

The EA wish to engage with the community as they finalise the KS temporary defence deployment plan.  

To consider the best method(s) of engagement. 

Resolved 

The EA, in the first instance, to discuss the plan via Zoom with the Resilience Group.  And then, to arrange 

a public meeting for public consultation via Zoom.  The latter to be advertised in the Gauntlet, via the 

Communication Tree, on the noticeboards, Facebook and the Website.   

Proposed: Cllr Searle  Seconded: Cllr Hughes   All Agreed.  

 

476 Canopy for Community Building 

To consider purchase of the second canopy for the community building. 

The Clerk had in advance of the meeting circulated the supplementary planning drawing KS23 which 

confirms the size and materials of the canopies agreed, together with the costs of matching canopies, 

various sizes, for consideration. She noted that the size of the canopy purchased for the size of the building 

is smaller than the canopy agreed by planning.  There will have been good reason and advised discussion 

required with interested parties before the purchase of the second canopy.   

Resolved 

The Council to purchase the second Canopy, further to discussions with interested parties as to the size 

required, and as needed, discussions with the planning case officer to ascertain whether a minor material 

amendment is required.  The canopy to be funded through COVID-19 grant funding received for use on the 

Community Building, up to a ceiling of £2,200.   

Proposed: Cllr Beacham Seconded: Cllr Searle   All Agreed.  

 

477 Trees to Screen the Community Building 

To decide on the trees for screening from the community building. 

The pros and cons of a range of trees were considered. They need to be screening the community building 

relatively quickly, but their appearance in 10 years’ time also needs to be considered.  They need to be 

indigenous, require little maintenance and be shaped in consideration of the lack of space at the lower 

levels. 

Resolved:  

Cllr Wales to seek quotations for Fastigiate Beech trees 3-3.5 metres in height to a maximum budget of 

£2000 including VAT. The shape of this variation of the genus type is columnar.  This type of Beech is 

good for screening as with a tight crown they retain a high percentage of their leaves overwinter. As all 

trees, they do grow, and advice is to maintain them every couple of years.  Depending on the height 

agreed by all, a mobile platform may be required so should be included in the maintenance budget. 

The purchase will need to be discussed by the Planning Case Officer in consideration of the planning 

conditions.  Quotes to be discussed at the next meeting.   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Searle   All Agreed.  
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478 Picnic Table 

To reconsider the picnic table between MUGA and playground. 

The Clerk had circulated information on a selection of recycled plastic picnic tables prior to the meeting.   

Council liked the idea of a wheelchair accessible picnic table with an extended top. 

Resolved 

To purchase from NBB Premises and Matting, a wheelchair accessible table with an extended top, ideally 

in brown, with seating for 4, designed for 2 wheelchair users. Total cost £450.  Funds from a related 

insurance claim to be used.  

Proposed: Cllr Hodge  Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed 

 

479 Clerks Report 

The Clerk had previously circulated her report, summarising work resulting from e-mails and phone calls 

over the previous month.  There were no questions.  

 

480 Correspondence Received 

a)   Lime Trees in School Grounds.  

A resident has e-mailed, asking if Council could contact HCC with a request to trim the lime trees, with 

the purpose of reducing debris over the pavement.   

As these trees are in school grounds, the clerk to advise the school of the request.  

 

b)   Fallen Willow Tree over the Bourne 

In respect to item 462a, as the landowner of the fallen tree is unknown, the resident has requested 

Parish Council consideration to pay for the costs to remove the fallen tree and for the replacement of 

recently planted damaged birch saplings.  The total cost being £814.98.  

Whilst the Council empathises with the resident’s position, this is not within the Council’s Powers.  

 

c) Car Park, Church Road 

A resident has advised the Council that Aster, who own the carpark situated at the rear/side of 5,6,7,8 

and 9 Church Road Kings Somborne, are intending to offer said land for sale.  Brought to the Council’s 

attention due to concern, and impact on the road if ongoing parking for householders is denied.  

Further to discussions the resident advises this matter resolved.  To save confusion in the future, the 

Council is asked to minute that notice RSR 7497 (18th November 1963) granted planning permission 

for vehicular access to the rear of the above properties over this land for the above properties. A copy 

of the plan and extract from the Title Deeds has been forwarded to the Council.  The resident advises 

that Aster will make this detail clear in any future sale.  

 

d) Water Pressure and Ongoing Leaks 

A resident advises the Council of the continual leaks in Church Road, caused through the water 

pressure and the pipes not being able to cope.  Liaising with Southern Water for the last 6 years, she 

has recently been advised that as the leak is on her land, she is responsible.  She continues to liaise 

with Southern Water as the cause is not of her making.  The resident raises this with the Council for 

general awareness, and to request the impact of these issues be considered in the identification of 

future housing through the Neighbourhood Development Plan.   

 

481 Councillors Reports 

a)   Cllr Harwood confirmed his house was sold subject to completion.  Whilst Council is pleased Cllr   

      Harwood’s house sale looks promising; his imminent departure was noted with extreme sadness.    

      Cllr Harwood advised that Cllr Webb has kindly offered to stand as Chair for the Planning Committee,     

      subject to Council consideration.  A new member for the committee will also be required.   

      To be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  
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b)   Agenda Meeting Notes: Cllr Searle thanked the Clerk for the agenda meeting notes.  Council  

      confirmed the format most helpful.   

 

c)   CIL Application: Cllr Beacham confirmed the additional information requested had been   

forwarded to TVBC.  

 

482 Exempt Business 

Resolved: 

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Council resolved to exclude the 

public and press from the discussion and potential appointment of contractors to repair the generator 

cabling and churchyard wall; where publicity might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business. 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Hodge   All Agreed 

 

483 Generator Cable 

To consider the repair and appointment of a contractor to repair the cabling to the generator. 

Further to having to take the generator out of action, three quotes have been sought to rectify the cabling 

and advise on the hall’s electrical appliances the generator could support in an emergency.    

Resolved 

To contract with Mr B Chiverton to rectify the cabling at a cost of £170 and to advise on the load at a cost 

of £80.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Harwood  All Agreed 

 

484 Churchyard Wall 

Four contractors were invited to provide a cost for repairing the top of the churchyard wall, adjacent to the 

footpath; and filling in holes to prevent further damage through water penetration.  Two of the four 

contractors provided quotations. The remainder of the wall requires a 3-year plan of repairs.  

Resolved 

To contract with J. Lane to reset loose flints and repoint as needed the top of the wall adjacent to the 

footpath. Sand and hydraulic lime supplied by the Lime Centre to be used.  Total cost: £650 plus VAT.  

Proposed: Hughes  Seconded: Wells   All Agreed.  

 

485 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 Monday 2nd November, 7pm, Remotely, via Zoom.  

 

With no further matters to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:55 

 

    

 

 


