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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held virtually via Zoom 

Monday 07th September 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

Present:   Cllr I Beacham 

   Cllr P Duncan 

Cllr R Harwood 

   Cllr L Hodge  

   Cllr K Hughes (Chair) 

   Cllr M Qassim 

   Cllr G Searle 

Cllr O Wales 

   Cllr R Webb 

   

In Attendance:    County Councillor Mr A Gibson, Borough Councillor Mr T Ward 

Mrs E Manship, Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council 

 

Also present:   4 members of the public were present. 

 

Absent:   Cllr S Whitehead 

 

441. Public Session 

A resident offered his welcome to the new clerk; advised that he felt the agendas on the noticeboards 

were well received and whilst appreciating not required whilst holding meetings remotely, asked whether 

this could continue; asked the progress on painting the remaining grey telephone boxes black; noted 

that the 2008 Resilience Plan, on the website, doesn’t include information about the Community Warden, 

nor a plan of action in a pandemic, offering his support to update the plan with Council; and asked 

Council whether there could be a local sharing of information when COVID-19 cases were confirmed in 

the village, encouraging all to be extra vigilant.     

 

County Cllr Gibson confirmed that an HCC officer coordinates the COVID-19 case information for the 

county, but localised information is not available.  

Borough Cllr Ward confirmed TVBC do not hold COVID-19 case information at Parish level.  

 

442. Council Response   

 

a) COVID-19: Local businesses hold individual responsibility for Track and Trace.  Council felt it 

important neither to scare people nor inadvertently encourage compliancy.  There have been cases 

in the village; everyone is at risk, should be vigilant and follow the rules.  Action: The clerk will 

reaffirm this message, highlighting current guidelines on the website and the Chair will talk with the 

Village Agent.  

 

b) Telephone Boxes: The Clerk to enquire of the previous Clerk, the painting programme.  

 

c) Resilience Plan: The Chair thanked the resident for their kind offer to support with the updating of 

the Resilience Plan. Action: The Clerk will liaise with parishioner Mr P Storey to review the 

Resilience Plan for Council.  
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443 Apologies for Absence  

None received 

  

444 To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors 

a) Report from County Councillor Andrew Gibson 

a. COVID-19: HCC are anticipating a peek in COVID-19 in the autumn, alongside the usual 

flu virus. The mood is pessimistic, with a rise in incidents expected. This is not a time for 

complacency. 

b. Flooding: Flooding has been a massive problem recently, but it’s important to differentiate 

between spot flooding, when rain is so heavy the drains cannot cope, but where water 

shortly disperses; and defects in the drainage systems which need to be addressed.  

Several villages, such as Broughton, have been particularly effected. 

c. Full Report: Appendix 1 

 

b) Report from Borough Councillor Tony Ward  

a. Zoom: Cllr Ward confirmed his report contained links to useful considerations such as light 

etc. when attending remote meetings.   

b. Full Report: Appendix 2 

 

445 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  

a) Grant for King’s Somborne School Association (agenda item 14, minute item 455).  

Cllr Hughes declared two children at the Primary School and therefore, whilst the matter did not 

affect her personally, she would not vote in respect to this grant application.  

 

446  To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2020  

RESOLVED 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 20th July 2020, previously circulated, were approved as 

a true record.  

Proposed: Cllr Beacham  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed  

 

447  To review outstanding actions on the cumulative Action List. 

Cllr Hughes confirmed she had reviewed the action list and there were no pressing actions. She will 

discuss priorities with the new Clerk as appropriate.   

Cllr Hughes will, with the new Clerk, ensure all know how to access the Action List on One-Drive.  Making 

changes if helpful to support its purpose.  

 

448 To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 3rd August  

RESOLVED 

The minutes were received by Full Council, having previously been circulated and posted on the 

website.  

Proposed: Cllr Harwood  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed 

 

449 To receive and approve the RFO’s Financial reports, to approve the Payment of the Accounts 

and sign the bank reconciliation. 

Finance papers had been previously circulated, including: payments made since the last meeting, 

payments requiring approval, receipts received, the cash book, full budget report, trial balance, and bank 

reconciliation. No questions were asked.   

The Bank accounts were noted to be holding £0.00 and £53,433.81. 

Earmarked reserves held in the Over 50’s Bus account were £503.80.  

Payments made between 01/08/2020 and 01/09/2020, as follows:  
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Payee Date Payment 

Ref 

Payment Detail Net 

Amount 

VAT 

Amount 

Total 

Amount 

VAT 

Code 

Aviva Pensions 27/08/2020 BACS Clerk's Pension EE+ ER 168.46 0.00 168.46 OTS 

Gail Foster 27/08/2020 

27/08/2020 

28/08/2020 

BACS 

BACS 

BACS 

July Expenses 

August Expenses 

Salary August + Back 

pay 

35.07 

35.07 

1,593.66 

1,663.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

35.07 

35.07 

1,593.66 

1,663.80 

OTS 

OTS 

OTS 

HMRC 28/08/2020 BACS Aug Tax & NI 

contribution 

617.43 0.00 617.43 OTS 

JRB Enterprise 

Ltd 

04/08/2020 CARD Dog poo bags 59.95 11.99 71.94 S 

Microsoft 17/08/2020 CARD Office 365 49.99 10.00 59.99 S 

Parish Online 18/08/2020 BACS Annual subs 100.00 20.00 120.00 S 

PKF Littlejohn 10/08/2020 BACS External Audit Fees 800.00 160.00 960.00 S 

Simon 

Nightingale 

25/08/2020 

01/09/2020 

BACS 

BACS 

SLR August 2020 

SLR September 2020 

42.58 

42.58 

85.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

42.58 

42.58 

85.16 

OTS 

OTS 

Total     3,544.79 201.99 3,746.78  

 

There were no receipts during the period: 

 

RESOLVED 

To approve all the financial reports and payments as a true and accurate record 

The Chairman will sign the bank reconciliation as soon as can be arranged.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Wales  All Agreed. 

 

450 To consider a request for parking spaces at the village hall 

 A neighbour to the village hall has requested the use of a couple of parking spaces in October 2020 to     

 support landscaping works in his garden.  

 Cllr Hughes has checked with the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee.  They have no events   

 planned which would cause this to be problematic and raise no objection.  

  

 RESOLVED 

 The Council agrees for the parishioner to utilise a couple of parking spaces in the village hall car park,  

 at the rear of his garden, for a maximum of 8 days, in October 2020.  

 The resident to advise Council of the exact dates, so that appropriate bodies can be advised.  

 This does not set a precedent.  Any further requests of a similar nature will be considered on a case by     

 case basis.  

 Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Harwood All Agreed.  

 

451 To consider if an electrical assessment / review should be undertaken on the village hall with 

specific regards to the Village Hall Generator, and to consider the costs and resulting actions.  

Cllr Wells briefed Council.  Concern has been raised by an electrician contracted by the village hall, that 

the kW power of the generator is insufficient to run all the electrical appliances, should there be an 

emergency. Council has received a request from Mr John Vanderpump, Chairman of the Village Hall 

Committee, to check the load of all electrical appliances in the Village Hall, to ascertain which can be 

run by the generator, installed as part of the Council’s Resilience Plan, in an emergency.  Also, to attend 

to a cable installation which the electrician has highlighted requires review.  
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Key discussion points:  

a) The original purpose of the generator was to support emergency lighting and some appliances within 

the kitchen to support basic cooking, as part of the Resilience Plan. It was paid for by SSE and there 

was never an intent that it powered all the hall’s appliances at the same time. A 3-phase connection 

was installed to support the cooker.  

b) The generator was purchased in a portable format, to enable it to be moved to either the Epworth 

Hall or the Working Men’s Club, should there be a need in an emergency.  However, these halls do 

not have the sockets fitted to support the connection.  

c) Testing the load of the appliances at this time would not be helpful, as the result would prove that 

the generator cannot support more than the heat and basic cooking appliances at the same time. 

This is known.    

d) The Resilience Plan was written in 2008 and requires updating.  A review is clearly required, and 

the starting point should be village need, in an emergency.  Then, the Council can consider the load 

required and agree the appropriate course of action.  

 

RESOLVED 

a) The Clerk to advise Mr Vanderpump that the generator is designed to, in an emergency, power the 

lighting and the cooker.  Other high-draining appliances should not be used.  Rather than test the 

load of the hall’s appliances at this moment in time, the Council will review the Resilience Plan to 

ascertain need and then consider the most appropriate course of action.  

b) The Council request that Mr Vanderpump ask his contracted electrician to write down his 

observations regarding the cable installation, to enable the Council to resolve concern.   

c) Cllrs Hughes, Webb, Mr Storey and the Clerk to review the Resilience Plan, specifically in relation 

to the above discussion.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Hodge  All Agreed.  

 

452 To consider if extra bins should be added to the contract with TVBC 

There are two bins in the KSRG Play Area, plus a medium sized bin and a green bin near the MUGA 

and skateboard ramps.  The dedication of residents and the groundsman, who for many years have 

emptied these bins into the larger TVBC bins, has negated the need for a more formal emptying contract.  

During lockdown, with shielding and the municipal tips closed, these bins overflowed. The previous Clerk 

has raised the question as to whether an emptying contract with TVBC would be helpful.  This could be 

arranged at £203.60 per bin per annum.   

 

RESOLVED 

The Council offer their gratitude to those that empty these bins each week, it is very much appreciated.  

With services reinstated and volunteers again very kindly emptying the bins, the Council agreed that, 

unless required, the money could be better spent on other things for the village.  The Council will monitor 

the situation and should the situation change this can be reconsidered.   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Webb  All Agreed. 

  

453 To decide on the next actions to be taken to progress the NDP and consider if AECOM should 

be asked to carry out the site assessments as an independent consultant.  

The NDP working group met with AECOM to discuss the services they can offer Council, specifically in  

respect to re-examining the site assessments: The criteria used, to be applied to all sites; total 

transparency and sufficiency of evidence; to meet the requirements of the NDP, to be accepted by TVBC 

and give residents confidence in the process and outcomes. The Council has been advised that Locality 

will provide a grant to cover AECOM’s work.  
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Key Discussion Points:  

a) Council supported the involvement of AECOM, with both their independence and their experience 

of NDP’s.  The transparency and sufficiency of the evidence is key.  All background information to 

be provided to support their review.  

b) Cllr Hodge has obtained 3 quotations to review the sufficiency of the Landscape Assessment.  

However, as an outcome of this process she recommends to Council that AECOM, again with their 

impartiality, be asked to examine the Landscape Assessment to advise the additional input required 

to ensure its sufficiency.    

 

RESOLVED 

The Council to work with AECOM to revisit the site assessment process as discussed, subject to 

confirmation of a grant from Locality.  And to request whether this review and grant can be extended to 

include a review of the Landscape Assessment.  Action: The Clerk, in consultation with the working 

group, to confirm the draft specification with AECON, for Council agreement.  

Proposed: Cllr Hodge  Seconded: Cllr Searle  All Agreed.  

 

454  To consider a grant request from KSSA for gardening equipment:  

The King Somborne School Association (KSSA) has requested £1,801.18 to purchase a greenhouse 

and gardening equipment to refurbish the Eco garden and outside space at the school.  

 

RESOLVED 

Further to discussion, this was agreed. Funds to be taken from the Council’s annual Grant Funding Cost 

Centre.  

Proposed: Cllr Beacham  Seconded: Cllr Duncan  All Agreed.  

  

455 To consider a grant request from the Pre-School 

The Pre-School, as users of the Community Building, has requested £5,000 grant funding to support 

their running costs, in consideration of their loss of income due to the COVID-19 lockdown.   

 

RESOLVED 

Further to discussion, this grant was agreed.  The pre-school has only relatively recently moved into the 

Community Building, for which funds were raised by the community to enable the pre-school to increase 

the hours it could offer children, for the benefit of local families.  There have been associated costs in 

consideration of this move, it is recognised the pre-school didn’t immediately furlough staff with the 

mindset to support local families and lockdown has significantly affected income. Funds to be taken from 

the Council’s EMR for the Community Building, received from TVBC in consideration of the impact of 

COVID-19.  

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham One Abstention: Cllr Duncan 

 

456 To consider action to be taken to ensure the clearance of Tanner’s Pond  

Cllr Wales introduced this item, raising his concern that the level of silt and weeds in the pond increased 

the likelihood of flooding in the winter months.    

Cllr Beacham reported that as a part of a site visit with the Environment Agency, looking at the Bourne, 

he had suggested Tanner’s Pond be cleared, but had been advised that it would fill up again. The water 

comes from Crawley and the main issue is ground water.  However, if the pond were cleared, it would 

assist to alleviate flash flooding.  

 

RESOLVED 

The Clerk to write to the Riparian owner requesting that he clear Tanners Pond as soon as possible, to 

reduce the likelihood of flooding in the winter months from flash flooding.  

Proposed: Cllr Owen  Seconded: Cllr Hughes  All Agreed.  
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457 To receive a report on the Bourne maintenance and to consider actions to take 

Cllr Searle reported that the Bourne is badly silted and the silt and weeds affect the river’s flow rate.   

The Environment Agency advise that they clear the Bourne from the weir to its source at New Lease 

Farm in spring and autumn, though they have not done so yet this year.  This has been promised and 

needs to be followed up.   

 

Cllr Searle reported that in respect of the stretch of the Bourne at Horsebridge, the Wessex River Trust 

(WRT) advise that this section should as far as possible be self-maintaining, with inherent silting up 

being prevented by ensuring sufficient velocity is maintained.  To ensure this, some remedial work will 

be required e.g. by adding brushwood bundles, but to confirm the most appropriate course of action, a 

survey is required. In this regard, Cllr Searle has written to the landowner, who has confirmed he would 

be pleased to consider proposals to look for any solutions that he can contribute towards and asked that 

his contact details be passed to the EA and WRT so that he can make direct arrangements. This has 

been done.    

 

In respect to the grass verge between Winchester Road and the Bourne, HCC are the Riparian owner 

and advise that they are scheduled to cut the grass four times a year. Cllr Beacham reported that he is 

keeping in touch with HCC to encourage this to take place.  

 

The Chairman thanked Cllrs Searle and Beacham on behalf of the Council for their work to address the 

issue of the Bourne flooding.   

 

RESOLVED 

The Clerk to follow-up arrangements as appropriate, in consultation with Cllrs Searle and Beacham. 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Beacham All Agreed.   

 

458 To consider purchasing membership to the ICCM 

The ICCM (Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium management) provide advice and keep members 

regularly updated with changing law.  Some difficult situations have arisen and membership, at a cost 

of £95 per annum is proposed to support the Council with its responsibilities to manage the Cemetery.   

 

RESOLVED 

Parish Council membership to the ICCM agreed 

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Hodge  All Agreed. 

 

459 To receive the Clerk’s monthly Report. 

Nothing further to report. 

 

460 To receive Councillors’ reports and questions. 

 

a) Noticeboards: Cllr Wales and Cllr Hughes offered their support to the Clerk to put agendas up on 

the noticeboards.  

 

b) CIL application for Traffic Calming: Cllr Beacham reported that he had submitted a draft CIL 

application to TVBC and has been asked to confirm how the Council knows the village supports 

Traffic Calming. He will use information from the Parish Plan, the Parish Plan update and the NDP 

consultations, all of which confirm the Parish’s support of Traffic Calming.  
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c) Damage to the Cricket Outfield: Cllr Harfield reported that SSE has agreed this will be reinstated.  

This needs to take place this month, September, or the window will be lost.  The Clerk to follow this 

up with the previous Clerk.   

 

RESOLVED 

Three quotations to be obtained for soil and seed, to be purchased as a back-up, to a maximum of 

£250, to enable the Cricket Club to spread and roll.   

Proposed: Cllr Hughes  Seconded: Cllr Searle 

 

d) MUGA: Cllr Hughes reported that a large group of teenagers had held a party on the MUGA on 

Saturday night, leaving broken bottles and rubbish over the MUGA, the recreation ground and the 

grass outside the pre-school, to the level that the MUGA had to be closed on Sunday, the 

Groundsman paid to clear it up and 101 called. Unfortunately, the CCTV at the village hall doesn’t 

identify individuals, but we are waiting to hear from the pre-school.  

 

461 Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting – Monday 5th October 2020 at 7.00pm via Zoom  

 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 21:30.  

 

Appendix 1 – County Councillor Report – Councillor Andrew Gibson, Test Valley Central Division 

 

Hampshire County Councillor Update     September 2020 
 
Climate change Hampshire County Council has announced the first initiatives to help Hampshire residents reduce 
their carbon footprint. Community projects include a Telephone Helpline offering advice from energy choice to 
insulation, establishing a Community Energy Network across Hampshire and a Targeted Residential Solar Group 
Buying Scheme. Parishes and communities are encouraged to take part in the sustainable community Greening 
campaign (http://www.greening-campaign.org/). The climate change Action Plan is due to be presented to the HCC 
Cabinet on 29th September. 
 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange 

Hampshire Highways are now re-using recycled material from old roads. Materials are screened, crushed and 
blended cleanly and quietly ready for re-use. With around 5,500 miles of roads this will make a significant contribution 
to reducing our carbon footprint. Over 40 new temporary footpaths and cycleways have been installed across 
Hampshire. HCC have bid for £3.45 million from Government to build more highways schemes to support social 
distancing, encourage walking and cycling and assist economic recovery.  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/21082020TransportPopUps 

Emergency Response teams responded to areas of flash flooding clearing debris from gullies following the heavy 
storms across Winchester. Further information and advice is available below: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/emergencyplanning 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/yourhampshire/yhnov19keepinghampshiremoving 
 
Meanwhile the Household Waste Recycling Centres have safe social distancing measures in place for staff and 
residents. Only book the slots you need and it’s easy to cancel a booking if you change your mind. Booking slots are 
available up to seven days in advance. 
 
Councillor Grants opened early this year in response to the COVID19 outbreak to help support our communities. 
So far I have been able to support various Covid related activities in several villages and provide support for a number 
of Community Groups. 
 

Appendix 2 – Borough Councillor Report – Councillor Tony Ward 
Mid-Test Matters – Issue 15 – 1st September 2020 – Attached.  

http://www.greening-campaign.org/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/21082020TransportPopUps
https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/emergencyplanning
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/yourhampshire/yhnov19keepinghampshiremoving

