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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held online via the Zoom platform on Monday 03rd August 2020 at 7.00pm 

Meeting ID: 545 771 0691  -   Password: 2304 
 

Present:   Cllr I Beacham 

   Cllr P Duncan 

Cllr R Harwood 

   Cllr L Hodge (for part of the meeting) 

   Cllr K Hughes 

   Cllr M Qassim 

   Cllr G Searle 

Cllr O Wales 

   Cllr R Webb 

   

In Attendance:    Mrs G Foster (Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council) 

 

Also present:   TVBC Cllr T Ward, and 3 members of the public were present. 

 

422. Public Session 

422.1. A resident asked for progress on the replacement of the Clerk and Cllr Hughes confirm that three 

interviews were taking place in the coming week. 

 

423. Apologies for Absence 

423.1. Cllr Whitehead had sent his apologies. 

423.2. Cllr Duncan joined the meeting. 

 

424. To receive reports from C/Cllr Andrew Gibson and B/Cllr T Ward.  

424.1. Cllr Ward had sent Mid-Test newsletter no. 14 which had been circulated and posted on the website.  

424.2. Cllr Gibson had emailed a report which had been sent to councillors. 

 

425. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  

425.1. Cllr Hughes declared she had two children who attended the Primary School and had an interest in the 

outcome of the Grant application made by the King’s Somborne School Association. 

 

426. To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2020  

 

426.1. The Clerk had circulated the minutes prior to meeting. It was RESOLVED: Unanimously, that the 

minutes of the meeting be approved. The minutes would be signed at the Chairman’s next opportunity. 

Action: Clerk.  

 

427. To review outstanding actions on the cumulative Action List. 

428. Cllr Webb had been working on the new email system with Google but needed a payment card to register 

for the monthly payments. A Unity Trust prepaid debit card had been applied for by the Clerk. 

429. The list of trees for consideration and planting at the preschool would be prioritised. Action: Clerk. 

 

430. To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 20th July.  

430.1. The minutes had been circulated and posted on the website and it was RESOLVED: unanimously that 

they be approved. 

 

431. To receive and approve the RFO’s Financial reports and to approve the Payment of the Accounts 

and sign the bank reconciliation. 

431.1. The Clerk had circulated the payments made since the last meeting, payments requiring approval, receipts 

received, the Cash book, Full Budget report, Trial Balance, and Bank Reconciliation prior to the meeting. 

The reports had also been posted it on the website, no questions had been asked.   

431.2. The Bank accounts were noted to be holding £9,317.25 and £47,543.34. 
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431.3. The Chairman would sign the bank reconciliation as soon as could be arranged.  

431.4. Earmarked reserves held in the Over 50’s Bus account were £503.80.  

431.5. Councillors RESOLVED: Unanimously, to approve all the financial reports and payments and receipts 

as below:  

TO   FOR    NET         VAT TOTAL 

431.6. Complete Weed Control Recreation Ground       434.00         86.80     520.80 

431.7. Green Grass Services May and June Invoices    1,607.25          0.00  1,607.25 

431.8. HALC   Yearly membership                   492.58          0.00     492.58 

431.9. HFE signs    Playground signs         60.60        12.12       72.72 

431.10. Owen Wales  Expenses Barker+Geary           9.00          1.80       10.80 

431.11. Simon Nightingale  SLR July          42.58          0.00       42.58  

431.12. TVBC   Rent John O Gaunt Field          1.00          0.00         1.00 

431.13.      TOTAL     2,647.01      100.72  2,747.73 

 

431.14. There were no receipts during the period: 

 

432. To receive recommendations from the NDP Site Selection WG and to approve the revised criteria 

for the matrix.  

432.1. Cllr Hughes shared on screen the original matrix prepared by South Downs from the combined site 

selection forms. It listed site references along top and criteria for scoring down the side.  

432.2. All criteria had been reviewed by the Working Group who had tracked the changes they had made. 

432.3. Cllr Hodge joined the meeting and advised that some criteria had been identified as duplicated and some 

information from particular reports had been omitted originally. The Waterco and Historic England report 

information had been added and an example of the duplication had been that the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) included data on conservation, but this had also been included in the Site Assessment 

forms. All changes had been tracked. The final version of the matrix had been overlaid with colours. It 

was hoped that the matrix now had no overlaps of information. 

432.4. Cllrs Harwood and Beacham stated they felt the logic was now visible and the matrix was a good product 

to assist with the future defence of chosen sites as anomilies had been addressed. It also responded to 

feedback from residents which stated that the one of the main issues to consider was flooding. 

432.5. Cllr Hughes explained that the WG had then removed headings and rated the criteria in terms of 

importance although no prioritisation had been considered within each classification of High, Medium 

and Low importance.  

432.6. The previous scores as noted by South Downs still remained in the table, but it was agreed that these were 

not relevant as they would be reviewed later after the agreement of the matrix and methodology. 

432.7. Cllrs noted that some of the definitions in the matrix were difficult to understand, and it was 

RESOLVED: A glossary would be written. Action: NDP Working Group. 

432.8. Cllr Wales noted that the table was still very complex and asked if it could be simplified further. The WG 

advised that it had been made as simple as possible but that the subject itself was complex and in order to 

pass the test of evidencing data, the data could not be simplified. Consideration would need to be given as 

to how to present the information to residents and it was suggested that another public presentation would 

be helpful.  

432.9. Cllr Harwood stated he believed that the revised matrix now took into account the feedback of residents 

and the public’s wishes that flooding be prioritised in the evaluation of site scores. 

432.10. Cllr Searle queried whether numbers or colours would be used to show the scoring. No consensus was 

reached and it was noted that South Downs were being paid to advise the solution. 

432.11. RESOLVED: Unanimously, that the methodology as presented so far, was approved. The Sequential 

Test would been to be re-done on all sites. Further questions would be sent to South Downs after being 

approved by the Working Group. Action: NDP WG. 

 

433. To consider if Locality should be asked to carry out the site assessments as an independent 

consultant. 

433.1. The Clerk had made an application to Locality for £5,487.50 grant assistance in completing the NDP and 

had had to provide detailed information as to what had been completed so far.  

433.2. The previously completed Housing Needs Survey Form which had been prepared by Action Hampshire 

had been sent to Locality along with the NDP Housing Paper. Locality had reviewed but not yet given 

comments. 
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433.3. A grant assessment officer had advised that the council would be eligible for Technical Support packages 

for both Housing Needs Assessment and Site Options and Assessment.  

433.4. Both sets of work done by Locality would be free of charge and based on the NPPF methodology and any 

significant criteria of local importance.  It was thought that Locality would take 6-8 weeks to complete 

the work and would be happy to defend the results in case of legal challenge. Cllr Hodge had read the 

information booklet regarding Technical Support packages and was concerned that Locality had offered 

to do more than was specified in the literature.  

433.5. Cllr Searle stated the importance of having a third party to carry check the robustness of the scoring on 

criteria that a certain group of residents had objected to previously. A third-party assessment would bring 

credibility to the honesty of the assessment.   

433.6. Cllr Hughes reminded councillors to be mindful of the language used to describe parishioners and the 

need to remain respectful.  

433.7. Cllr Harwood reminded council that it was not just one group of residents that had objected to the 

previously selected sites. There had been multiple parishioners that had given negative feedback but who 

did not attend parish council meetings. All councillors agreed it was important to have an independent 

assessment if possible. 

433.8. Cllr Hughes invited a resident to speak to Council. The resident strongly objected to the language used in 

the previous discussion to describe himself and other residents. He stated that there were a substantial 

amount of people that felt the previous site selection had not been done in a clear and open manner. It was 

important that all sites were reviewed, and that Locality were able to read all the previous feedback that 

had been sent in prior to the final methodology being agreed. It was argued that villagers’ opinions were 

explicitly expressed in feedback forms and this should be the criteria that the site assessments were 

measured against. 

433.9. Cllr Hodge advised that the matrix would have columns for the original sites in full, as well as additional 

columns for those sites with revised developable areas. Not all sites had been revised as of yet, but all the 

original 13 sites would be reviewed and developable areas for each identified. Action: NDP WG. 

433.10. It was RESOLVED: Unanimously, that a meeting be set up between the Working Group and the 

Locality Officer as soon as possible to discuss how to progress the site selection and assessment. Action: 

Clerk. 

 

434. To decide on the next actions to be taken to progress the NDP.  

434.1. Cllr Hodge had been preparing a letter to send to South Downs listing issues that had been identified and 

asking questions about the Landscape Assessment and SEA. It was RESOLVED: that the NDP Working 

group would review it prior to it being sent to South Downs by the Clerk. Action: Cllrs Hodge, Searle, 

Hughes, Beacham and Harwood.  

434.2. The WG had discussed hiring a third-party consultant to review the Landscape Assessment work as a 

desktop study and advise how the information should inform the site selections. It was RESOLVED: 

Unanimously, that three quotations for the work would be sought and considered if South Downs did not 

provide sufficient answers. Action: Cllr Hodge.  

 

435. To consider a grant request from KSSA for gardening equipment:  

435.1. The Clerk advised that an application form had been received, but not all supporting papers had been sent. 

The applicant had twice been requested to provide the missing documents. Councillors noted that the 

decision on a grant application made by Victim Support had been deferred the previous month due to 

missing backup papers and therefore in the interest of treating every organisation in the same way, a 

proposal was made to defer the item until the full paperwork has been supplied. RESOLVED: 

Unanimously, to place the motion on the September meeting’s agenda. Action: Clerk. 

 

436. To review and if appropriate to adopt the new draft Grant Application Form:  

436.1. It was RESOLVED: Unanimously, that the form be approved in order to ensure that all applications were 

treated equally. A small sentence amendment be made. Action: Cllr Hodge and Clerk. 

 

437. To consider correspondence and action to take. 

437.1. The Clerk had provided a written report and councillors were asked to note the following: 

437.2. A resident had requested that the 40m contour line be removed from the NDP policy E4 and that the 

unanswered questions be forwarded to the councillors working on the site selection matrix. 
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437.3. The owner of the land and the footpath between King’s Somborne and Horsebridge has replaced some 

stiles with Kissing Gates.  

437.4. A resident of Up Somborne had written to ask why the playground had not been opened as soon as the 

government had given permission. A reply was sent stating that the council needed to arrange adequate 

signage to comply with the government guidelines, but this had now been completed and the playground 

was open. 

437.5. A resident has written to council requesting permission to use a couple of car parking bays in the Village 

Hall carpark (which his back garden backed onto) to store some garden spoil whilst his garden is 

landscaped. The lawn will be replaced, and terrace introduced. This means carting away old lawn and 

some excess spoil and preparing for carting away. Then most likely for replacement spoil and new turf 

prior to being laid. The landscaper expects 5 to 7 days to complete works. He has said that he would leave 

the condition as found, and would provide all protection and safety measures whilst work in progress. The 

timing of this work would be in October.  The request will be put on the September agenda for 

consideration. Action: Clerk. 

 

438. To note the Clerk’s monthly Report. 

438.1. SSE had been contacted again regarding the repairs at the recreation ground. Grass has not yet fully 

grown over and the ground is not as level as it was. Photographs of the broken fence have been sent and 

SSE have been requested to arrange the repair. 

438.2. The Vacancy for the Clerk position has received 3 applications. Interviews have been scheduled for 4th 

and 5th August with the HR Committee. 

438.3. The padlock on the tennis store under the skate ramp has been replaced. The code remains the same. New 

combination padlocks have been bought for the recreation ground gates.  

438.4. Signs have been put up at the playground in accordance with Covid-19 requirements. 

438.5. The External Auditor PKF Littlejohn has concluded the External Audit and had no qualifications or notes 

to make. A clean set of accounts was approved for year 2019-20. Section 3 of the AGAR signed by PKF 

has been posted on the website. The new Clerk (when appointed) should post the notice of conclusion of 

audit as their contact details will need to be public. Action: Clerk. 

 

439. To receive Councillors’ reports and questions. 

439.1. Cllr Wales reported that he had noticed that a good deal of silt had collected along the Bourne alongside 

Vicarage Lane.  It was evident that some of the riparian owners were not clearing their part of the river. 

Now was a perfect time to do some maintenance. 

439.2. Cllr Beacham and a resident of Winchester Road would be clearing the Bourne between the footbridge 

and the shop on Wednesday 5th August. Green Grass Services would be asked to remove the weeds. 

439.3. Cllrs Searle and Beacham reported on the Borne Clearance WG. A meeting had been arranged with the 

Environment Agency (EA) along with the Wessex Rivers Trust. Both organisations advocated the idea of 

a maintenance free stream but this was complicated by the fact that the Borne is a national river. The EA 

are arranging a flood risk assessment, but the strategic area not yet known.  The EA had admitted that it 

would be ideal to clear from weir up to source of the spring/ground water, but that making the channel as 

wide as possible was not necessary the best solution as silt is removed by fast moving water. The WG 

were awaiting news of when the EA would be coming back to the village but it was anticipated to be 

twice a year between spring and autumn when water levels were low. It was reported that the area from 

the weir running down to Horsebridge is not cleared by EA. This entire area is like a funnel which 

captures the ground water which rises between New Lease Farm and New Farm creating the Borne. 

Ground water rises outside the banks of borne if land is lower down and the only way of solving the issue 

is by installing powerful pumps to move the water away faster than it can filter up. It had been estimated 

that the two twentyfour inch concrete pipes at the causeway into park stream were of sufficient size to 

allow the fast flow of water but they were liable to blockages from trees or weeds that had been allowed 

to flow down river. The EA had confirmed that they do not advocate culverts any more.  Wessex River 

Trust would do a study and quote for a project to assess the situation. Cllr Searle had written to landowner 

who had refused to allow anyone on his land. 

439.4. Cllr Beacham had been chasing TVBC in relation to section 106 funds but there had been a lack of 

response. Cllr Beacham had also been pursuing HCC regarding the cutting of the grass by the borne and 

had yet to receive a reply and could only assume this was because Highways used to cut the grass but 

now did not want to acknowledge it was their responsibility and were avoiding the discussion. Cllr 

Gibson had noted the issue and would chase on behalf of the parish council.  
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439.5. Cllr Hughes advised the HR Committee would be interviewing candidates for the Clerk’s position during 

the next week and upon selection of a candidate, would call an extraordinary meeting to approve the 

appointment. The HR Committee would set interview questions to be asked of all candidates: Action: 

Cllrs Hughes, Harwood and Hodge.  

439.6. Cllr Wales reported silt under the bridge outside the Old Vicarage had built up. This would be addressed 

by the Borne Clearance WG in the next round of works.  

439.7. Cllr Duncan advised that the Covid 19 guidance notices had been put in the Up Somborne playground 

and KS playground. The Government Guidelines been consulted, and another new poster would be put in 

both locations. Action: Cllr Hughes, Wales and Duncan. 

439.8. Cllr Hughes questioned if the bins at the recreation ground had been emptied. The Clerk had contacted 

TVBC who did not empty the bins in the playground or the bin by the skate ramp or muga as this was 

done by volunteers. Councillors believed that the larger bins were the responsibility of the borough 

council so TVBC would be contacted again. Action: Clerk.| 

 

440. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting – Monday 07th September 2020 at 7.00pm online via Zoom.us  

Meeting ID: 545 771 0691 – Password: 2304  

 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.23 pm  

 

THESE ARE DRAFT MINUTES PRODUCED FOR REVIEW BY THE PARISH COUNCILLORS PRIOR 

TO BEING APPROVED AT THE NEXT PARISH MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

 


