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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held in the Epworth Hall commencing at 7.00pm on Monday 2nd December 2019 

 
Present:   Cllr A Brock (Chairman) 

Cllr R Curtis 
Cllr S Dack 
Cllr R Harwood 

   Cllr L Hodge 
   Cllr K Hughes 
   Cllr O Wales 
   Cllr R Webb 
   
In Attendance:    Mrs G Foster (Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council) 
   
Also present:   C/Cllr A Gibson, and 2 members of the public were present for part of the meeting. 
 
240. Public Session 
 
240.1. No comments were raised.  
 
241. Apologies for Absence 
 
241.1. Cllr Beacham and B/Cllr A Ward had sent apologies which were accepted by Council.  
241.2. Absent: Cllr Whitehead 
 
242. Chairman’s announcements and Councillors’ questions 
 
242.1. The Remembrance Sunday service had gone smoothly and Councillors and members of the public were 

thanked for their assistance with the closure of Church Road. 
242.2. Work had started on the Chalk Vale widening scheme the previous week. 
242.3. TVBC Resilience forum had been attended by Cllr Brock who reported the forum were looking for a new 

practical event exercise for 2020.  
242.4. It had been noted that the Borne had been running four weeks earlier than usual and the Environment 

Agency would be contacted to check downstream clearances. 
242.5. The Pre-school building had been handed over by the builders the previous week and snagging issues 

were being dealt with. Ground works were still ongoing.   
242.6. It was asked if Tanners Pond would be emptied or cleared out, but it was reported that this would not 

affect the water flow.    
 
243. To receive reports from C/Cllr Andrew Gibson and B/Cllr Tony Ward.  
  
243.1. Cllr Gibson ask if the Chalk Vale widening was being carried out in the correct place. This would be 

checked. Action: Cllr Brock. 
243.2. Meetings were being requested with HCC Highways department by Parish Councils in Chilbolton, 

Longparish as well as the King’s Somborne Safe Travel Group. Cllr Gibson would continue to put 
pressure on HCC to arrange a date soon. 

243.3. Incinerator action groups had met on Saturday. Test Valley had said the public consultation was 
inadequate. If HCC agreed then there would be another consultation period. 

243.4. Stockbridge Parish Council were looking at the parking issue in the High Street again, but no decision 
had been arrived at.  

243.5. Cllr Jeffreys had had sent the Mid Test Matters newsletter prior meeting it was available on the website.  
 
244. To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 November 2019  
 
244.1. Proposed: Cllr Hughes, Seconded: Cllr Wales RESOLVED: Unanimously that the minutes of the 

meeting held on 4th November 2019 which had been circulated prior to the meeting be accepted as a true 
record. The chairman duly signed the minute book. 
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245. To review outstanding actions from the action list arising from those Minutes  
 
245.1. Cllr A Brock (Chairman) 
245.1.1. 223.4. 202.1.1 & 176.1. & 178.7 - The EA had not yet provided a formal advisory note on Riparian 

owners and would be chased again. 
245.1.2. 226.1.3. 202.1.4 & 189.2. Declaration of Interest forms had been received from the NDP Steering 

Group bar the Vice-Chair. Action: Cllr Brock. 
 
245.2. Cllr I Beacham 
245.2.1. 226.2.1. 202.2.1 & 181.2.2.   The discussion over siting the bench for Mr Orange was ongoing.  
245.2.2. 226.2.3. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. PC email address had been set up successfully. 
 
245.3. Cllr R Curtis  
245.3.1. 226.3.1. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Council email addresses was still pending. 
 
245.4. Cllr R Harwood 
245.4.1. 226.3.2. Cllr Harwood had attended the Test Valley School Prizegiving evening on behalf of the PC.   
 
245.5. Cllr L Hodge 
245.5.1. 224.5. Cllr Hodge was in contact with the Pre-school management team regarding the hours study. 
245.5.2. 226.4.3. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. PC email address had been set up successfully. 
245.5.3. 236.1. Help had been given at the Remembrance Sunday Service. 
 
245.6. Cllr K Hughes 
245.6.1. 236.1. Help had been given at the Remembrance Sunday Service. 
245.6.2. 238.1. Landowners with overgrown trees at the top of Church Road had been contacted and checking 

of land ownership was taking place.  
 
245.7. Cllr O Wales 
245.7.1. 226.5.2. 202.8.3 & 189.3. Cllr Wales had given the Clerk his revised Declaration of interest form. 
245.7.2. 226.5.4. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. PC email address had been set up successfully. 
245.7.3. 226.5.5. 209.2.  A discussion with a resident regarding tree works at the Churchyard had taken place.  
 
245.8. Cllr R Webb 
245.8.1. 226.6.1. 202.10.3 & 181.7.3. Clarity was still needed on back up data.  
 
245.9. Cllr S Whitehead 
245.9.1. 226.7.1. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Help had been given to councillors installing their email accounts. 
245.9.2. 235.3. The digital mapping of the Cemetery was progressing. 
 
245.10. Mrs G Foster – Clerk 
245.10.1. 221.2. The hedge alongside the Scout hut and beside the pavement along the A3057 had been cut.   
245.10.2. 223.5. A response from the Diocese had been chased and received on the 2nd Dec. 
245.10.3. 224.4. Stockbridge PC Clerk had been contacted and had advised that the SLR may not be for sale. 

She would check and respond if it was available. 
245.10.4. 226.8.1. 186.2. Clarification had twice been requested from the solicitor working on the lease on the 

John O’Gaunt Field. TVBC would be contacted to find out what the problem was. Action: Clerk.  
245.10.5. 226.8.4. 187.4. Replacement fence panel for the play area would be followed up. Action: Clerk. 
245.10.6. 226.8.5. 193.1. The new bank account was now functional.  
245.10.7. 226.8.6. 196.2. The groundworks contract had been signed.  
245.10.8. 226.8.7. 196.7. Minibus trips had been provided for in the next provisional budget 
245.10.9. 226.8.8. 196.8. HCC would be asked for a change to the current trips.  Action: Clerk. 
245.10.10. 226.8.9. 196.9. The Grant request for £500 to Cllr Gibson towards the minibus trips had been sent.  
245.10.11. 226.8.10. 196.11.  Letters would be drafted to residents to request that they cut shrubs and hedges. 

Action: Clerk. 
245.10.12. 226.8.14. 199.5. Application for HCC Cllr Gibson’s grant for the lengthsman would be progressed 

Action: Clerk. 
245.10.13. 226.8.16. 200.2. A meeting with Highways had been requested via Cllr Rob Humby. 
245.10.14. 226.8.17. 202.11.1. 181.6.2. 172.1.  The mapping of Council managed trees was ongoing.  
245.10.15. 226.8.18. 202.11.2. 181.8.18. The TPO mapping had been completed. 
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245.10.16. 226.8.19.      210.2. The CPR Training had been discussed with the resident who will carry out the 
training. Two sessions were being planned for mid to end February. 

245.10.17. 226.8.20. 211.1. The dog bins had been mapped on Parish Onlinne and all Councillors had been sent 
revised login details. 

245.10.18. 226.8.24. 218.1 The scheme of delegation in the standing orders had been amended.  
245.10.19. 229.2. The cost code 4420 for IT and website had been split into two.  
245.10.20. 231.1. Access had been gained to Unity Trust Bank 
245.10.21. 232.1. The PWLB application had been dropped in favour of the Test Valley Borough Council Loan.  
245.10.22. 232.2. Following up with Experian had been put on hold. 
245.10.23. 232.3. Another borrowing solution had been successful. 
245.10.24. 234.1. A revised budget had been sent out after the meeting. 
245.10.25. 235.3. The digital mapping of the Cemetery had begun and would be continued. 
245.10.26. 237.1. The NDP SG Briefing had not been arranged.   
 
246. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  
 
246.1. None declared. 
 
247. To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 14 & 18 November 2019  
 
247.1. Planning minutes had been distributed to all councillors and it was RESOLVED: unanimously that these 

be accepted.  
247.2. Cllrs noted that the National policy on Nutrient Neutrality was causing problems with the planning 

regime for new builds. There had not been an indication of when it would be resolved.  
 
248. To receive the RFO’s Bank reconciliation and Trial Balance  
 
248.1. The Clerk had circulated various budget reports including a detailed budget for the pre-school building as 

at 27th November, and a copy of the Council’s bank reconciliation and the latest Trial Balance report.  
These had also been posted to the website. Resolved: Unanimously to accept the reports. 

 
249. To note the Earmarked reserve account balances.  
 
249.1. The following balances were held in ringfenced accounts: Over 50’s Bus account = £256.70, Pre-School 

Build Contribution = £7,000 and Grant Funds received for the Pre-School = 1,518.45. These will be 
emptied within the next week when paying the final Building invoice. At this point the project will start 
borrowing from PC reserves. 

 
250. To approve Payment of Accounts and sign the bank reconciliation and statement  
 
250.1. The NatWest bank account statement and reconciliation showing £37,478.28 was agreed by Council. The 

Chairman signed the bank reconciliation.  
 
250.2. A schedule of payments had been sent to all Councillors. Payments had been made in line with prior 

delegations. Proposed: Cllr Harwood, Seconded: Cllr Webb, RESOLVED: Unanimously to approve the 
payments as below:  
To     For     Amount 
Andover Groundworks  Extra Costs    £    6,510.00 
Green Grass Services  October invoice    £       262.50 
Lightatouch   Advice on Pre-school project  £       100.00 
Peter Vane    Water Connection   £       750.00 
Screwfix    Mesh Panel    £          21.99 
Screwfix    Padlock for Bier hut   £         18.99 
Simon Nightingale   SLR invoice November   £         41.67 
Surrey Hills Solicitors  Legal advice on Borrowing  £       510.00   
The Studio Romsey  Sign for Loddon Test   £         21.00 
Viking Office Supplies  Office supplies     £         66.00 

      TOTAL    £    8,302.15 
 
250.3. Receipts that had been received over the period were: 
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From    For     Amount 
Screwfix    Refund Mesh Panel   £        21.99 
HMRC    October - VAT refund   £ 18,571.52        

      TOTAL    £ 18,593.51 
 
251. To approve the signature of the loan agreement with TVBC: 
 
251.1. The Clerk explained the application with the Public Works Loan Board had become extremely difficult to 

provide backup papers for and Experian had not yet confirmed an account for the Council. The 
applications had been paused to seek a faster solution. 

251.2. Advice had been sought from the Council’s auditor and after several telephone debates the auditor had 
recommended the Clerk check with Surrey Hills Solicitors to confirm if the Council were able to use the 
statutory temporary borrowing power in the particular circumstances. The Solicitors had confirmed it was 
possible.  TVBC had been approached by the Clerk and had agreed to loan the Parish Council £30,000 
until 31st March on an unsecured basis.  Papers detailing the written agreement had been circulated and 
were available on the Council’s website.   

251.3. It was Proposed: Cllr Hodge, Seconded: Cllr Curtis, Resolved: Unanimously,that the loan agreement be 
signed and delivered to TVBC as soon as possible. Councillors Brock and Hughes signed the agreement, 
and it would be hand delivered to TVBC. Action: Clerk 

 
252. To consider and approve the final budget for 2020/21. 
 
252.1. A report showing the additional cost for the next financial year was considered. The agreed overspend 

from the previous year’s budget and the increase in hours and rate of pay for the Clerk accounted for 
approx. £15,000 increase in costs.  

252.2. Other provisions were discussed, and it was Proposed: Cllr Harwood, Seconded: Cllr Hughes, Resolved: 
Unanimously, that the total expenditure for the coming year would be £ 60,970.  This amounted to an 
overall increase of £22,403.  The final Band D calculation was not available as TVBC had not yet issued 
the amount of Band D properties in the Parish. The setting of the Precept would be placed on the Agenda 
for the January meeting when the impact of the precept increase could be calculated for a Band D 
household. 

 
253. To consider and if appropriate to approve signature of the deed finalising the lease of the 

Community building to the Village Hall Management committee. 
 
253.1. The lease had been reviewed by the Legal Review Committee and the wording agreed. The insurance for 

the building had already been arranged by the Village Hall Management Committee. Proposed: Cllr 
Webb, Seconded: Cllr Dack, Resolved: Unanimously, that the lease be signed by two Councillors and 
witnessed by the Clerk in line with Standing Order 22.  

253.2. Cllrs Brock and Hughes signed the lease which would be delivered to the solicitor. Action: Clerk. 
 
254. To consider if a response should be drafted to NALC’s questionnaire regarding Police powers 

relating to unauthorised encampments.  
 
254.1. Resolved: Unanimously, to defer the questions until the January meeting. 

255. To consider and if appropriate delegate the preparation of tree works applications to Cllr Wales 
and the Clerk. 

255.1. Cllr Wales and the Clerk had started surveying trees on Council managed land. It had been noticed that 
some trees that needed minor works.  It was Proposed: Cllr Curtis, Seconded: Cllr Dack, Resolved: 
Unanimously, that Cllr Wales and the Clerk would jointly fill in any tree works applications on behalf of 
the Parish Council as the trees were surveyed and  a prioritisation list be drawn up after receiving 
approvals from TVBC. It was further confirmed that any trees that were considered dangerous would be 
actioned with due regard to the severity of the situation. Action: Cllr Wales and Clerk. 

256. To consider the action to take regarding the lease on the John O’Gaunt field with TVBC and the 
land registry. 

256.1. The Solicitor handing the lease had advised that a new document which surrendered the old lease and 
grants a new lease was required. The Clerk had asked for clarification on what needed amending but not 
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received a definitive answer. It was Proposed: Cllr Brock, Seconded: Cllr Curtis Resolved: 
Unanimously to contact TVBC directly to ask what had been proposed by the solicitor before considering 
if the work should be undertaken. Action: Clerk. 

257. To receive an update on the NDP 

257.1. Cllr Hodge had announced that she had resigned from the NDP Steering Group for personal reasons. 

257.2. Feedback had been received from Southdowns and an informal briefing meeting for Councillors and the 
Steering group had been proposed during the last month. The meeting had not taken place due to multiple 
people not confirming their availability. Cllr Brock requested that Councillors take note of the Doodle 
poll requests sent by the Clerk to arrange these types of meetings. Cllr Brock requested that two 
Councillors join the Steering Group to allow it to continue, however there were no volunteers. The 
original intention had been to have the Plan ready for provisional and informal review by TVBC by 
mid/end January 2020. That had been expected to take two weeks. 

257.3. As the Steering Group terms of reference required at least two councillors to be members, it was not now 
able to meet its own requirements and in order to find a process to move on with business rather than wait 
for monthly meetings Cllr Harwood suggested that an extra ordinary meeting be called. The Clerk 
reminded Councillors that an extra ordinary meeting must be held in public. 

257.4. It was agreed by all Councillors that 16th December after the usual planning meeting would be suitable. 
The Clerk explained that a proposal for extra work had been received from South Downs that day and the 
extra meeting would be to decide on whether that work should be undertaken. Council would be brought 
up to speed at the same time.  

257.5. Provided the cost proposal was agreed on 16th December, South Downs would provide the extra 
information to Council that was required in order to review the plan completely. Council would then be 
able to decide at the next Full Council meeting whether the plan was ready for the quasi review by 
TVBC. 

257.6. The next round of public consultation would not take place until after comments from the preliminary 
review by TVBC and any amendments that were required had been made and further approved by 
Council. 

258. To review the Standing Orders with particular reference to the NDP. 

258.1. Cllr Brock advised that this was not required. 

259. To consider correspondence received and action to take. 

259.1. Request to support “Local Electricity Bill” was received today, it was not felt that this was something the 
Parish Council should be involved in and therefore no action would be taken. 

259.2. An email had been received from a resident enquiring as to the progress of the speed limit reductions in 
the village. The Safe Travel project was ongoing and meetings were being requested with HCC with the 
support of Cllr Gibson. 

259.3. The resident who had sent an FOI request earlier in the year had advised they still considered it open as 
not all feedback received from the NDP consultation had been published. The outstanding feedback was 
confirmed as photographs received from residents and written feedback from Public Bodies.  The 
previous request had been refused on the grounds of cost, however Council felt that all evidence should 
be made public. The photos and extra feedback would be anonymized and made ready for publication: 
Action: Cllr Hodge and Clerk. 

259.4. An email had been received from another resident asking detailed questions about NDP procedure to date. 
The Clerk had replied with information from the Full Council minutes and Steering Group minutes 
stating when the consultants South Downs had been mentioned during 2019. The rest of the questions 
would need a review of the agenda papers and resulting minutes since the start of the project. Whilst this 
would be time consuming, the Clerk recommend that questions were answered as the information could 
be made available to all Parishioners showing how important decisions had been taken. Cllr Brock 
advised that the agreement to appoint South Downs as the consultant to write the NDP and the terms of 
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reference that they would operate under had been taken at the August 2018 meeting, but that there was no 
evidence of this in the minutes. The Clerk would check the Agenda papers to ensure that the items had 
been on the agenda for consideration. Action: Clerk. 

259.5. Another question that had been asked was “How and with whom had South Downs been communicating 
with” was discussed. Cllr Brock confirmed that correspondence had been sent from South Downs to the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of the Steering Group which had been shared in Steering Group meetings. The 
Clerk expressed her concern that correspondence was not copied to the Clerk as per the Standing Orders. 
In answer to Cllr Harwood’s enquiry, Cllr Brock confirmed that he was currently the only Parish 
Councillor who had been responsible for reading, filtering and reporting back important information to 
the Council.  It was felt that this was a vulnerable position for the Parish Council to be in case something 
important was missed and that two pairs of eyes reading correspondence would be preferred as good 
practice to guard against accidental omissions. The Clerk advised that she was copied on other 
correspondence by the Safe Travel and VE Day working groups which enabled her to plan agendas better, 
and to consider what actions might need to taken by the Clerk as a result of the suggested actions. It was 
Proposed: Cllr Brock Seconded: Cllr Hughes, Resolved: Unanimously, to revisit the previous agenda 
item 18 (minute no. 258.1) and amend the Standing Orders to state that general correspondence sent or 
received by a councillor as a result of a delegated action or sent to an outside body should be copied to the 
Clerk. The Standing Orders would be amended. Action: Clerk. 

259.6. The rest of the questions raised by the resident would be answered as soon as the Clerk was able to. 
Action: Clerk. 

 
260. To receive an update on the VE day plans. 

260.1. Cllr Hodge reported that the Working Group had been working on an idea to emulate a VE Day street 
party in Old Vicarage Lane. It was hoped to shut a portion of the road and lay out tables for a bring your 
own teaparty. Costs for hiring Toilets, Marquees, Music and Sound systems were being investigated. It 
was asked if the PC might contribute towards the cost. This would be put on the Agenda for January 
when the costs had been estimated. Action: Clerk. 

260.2. The Clerk requested that once plans had been finalised a Risk Assessment would need to be drafted by 
the Working Group in order that the PC insurers could be advised. 

261. To consider a request for a replacement Fire-Safety door at the Working men’s club. (£1,000) 

261.1. Cllr Harwood explained he had not filled in the required grant application paperwork due to not having a 
complete estimate for the work, so the item would be deferred to the January meeting.  

262. To consider a motion to pay for Hi-Vis vests for the Children walking to school. 

262.1. Cllr Dack had £50 recently attended a talk at the school on Road Safety. Hi-visability jackets were being 
offered to parents to purchase for their children to make walking to school safer. It was Proposed: Cllr 
Dack, Seconded: Cllr Hughes, Resolved: Unanimously, to donate £50 to the PTA to put towards the cost 
of the jackets.  

263. To receive an update on the current Resilience Plan and to consider actions to take. 

263.1. Cllr Brock advised that the list of Village Wardens should be checked to see if it was up to date. Action 
Clerk and Cllr Hughes.  

264. Clerk’s Monthly Report 
264.1. SSE had been contacted an Ash Tree at the Recreation Ground. They had been asked to remove some 

dead branches which had power lines running through them. 
264.2. TPOs on individual trees in the Parish had all been mapped and the Clerk was waiting on TVBC to advise 

if any amendments had been made to the original orders. 
264.3. NDP Sites, including SHLAAs, LAGS, and proposed sites and proposed site amendments had also been 

mapped on the Parish Online mapping system. 
264.4. Signs had been ordered for publicising the grant givers for the Pre-School. 
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264.5. Dragons teeth for the carpark had been ordered and the Clerk was waiting on quotes for skimming the 
extra 2m of carpark extension. 

264.6. TVBC had visited the Village Hall carpark and checked the bins, and the Jubilee post and would be 
moving them in the coming weeks. It was expected that there would be a small charge. 

264.7. The Lengthsman scheme was likely to continue next year and this year’s budget had been used up. 
264.8. The Section 137 Limit for payments had been published for 2020/2021 and the limit raised by £0.20 per 

elector to £8.32 x the number of electorate (relevant population) in the Parish. The Clerk was waiting on 
the revised electorate figure to be issued. 

 
265. To receive Councillors’ reports, as appropriate, on actions taken and related matters 
 
265.1. Cllr Harwood commented that the Cricket club’s ground roller would not be suitable for flattening the 

ground around the new Community building as it was only designed to smooth out small undulations. A 
different solution would need to be found.  

265.2. Cllr Hughes advised that allotment holders had been sent a copy of a planning application that the 
Diocese of Winchester intended to submit to Test Valley Borough Council. Copies of the application 
would be forwarded to Councillors. Action: Clerk. 

265.3. Cllr Wales reported that the Village Hall Generator is going nicely and that members of the Village Hall 
Committee had been shown how the isolator worked. 

 
266. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting – Monday 16th December 2019 at 7.30pm in the Epworth 

Hall, Winchester Road, King’s Somborne  
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.25pm  
 
 

THESE ARE DRAFT MINUTES PRODUCED FOR REVIEW BY THE PARISH COUNCILLORS PRIOR 
TO BEING APPROVED AT THE NEXT PARISH MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 


