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KING’S SOMBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held in the Epworth Hall commencing at 7.00pm on Monday 4th November 2019 

 
Present:  Cllr A Brock (Chairman) 

Cllr I Beacham 
Cllr R Curtis 
Cllr R Harwood 

  Cllr L Hodge 
  Cllr K Hughes 
  Cllr O Wales 
  Cllr S Whitehead 
   
In Attendance:    Mrs G Foster (Clerk to King’s Somborne Parish Council) 
   
Also present:   B/Cllr A Ward and 1 member of the public were present for part of the meeting. 
 
221. Public Session 
 
221.1. A member of the public commented on the Community Building and noted it was going well and thanked 

all those involved in the project.  
221.2. It was mentioned that the hedge alongside the Scout hut and beside the pavement along the A3057 was 

quite overgrown and making walking along the pavement difficult. Grass was also encroaching over the 
pavement.   

221.3. The resident mentioned that a response from South Downs National Park Authority had been received by 
the NDP Steering Group. The Plan had been revised and the SEA (Strategic Environmental Assessment) 
had been produced. The revised Plan had been completed by SDNPA sent to the Steering Group for 
comment. Comments from the Steering Group and Full Council were needed as soon as possible so that the 
revised Plan could be published before Christmas. This would require all Councillors to read the Plan and 
provide comments back to the Steering Group. 

221.4. The Clerk reported that she had not received any correspondence from either SDNPA or the Steering 
Group relating to the NDP. All correspondence relating to Council business should be directed through the 
Proper Officer as per Standing Orders. 

 
221.5. Cllr Beacham arrived at 7.09pm. 
 
222. Apologies for Absence 
 
222.1. Cllrs Dack and Webb had sent apologies which were accepted by Council.  
 
223. Chairman’s announcements and Councillors’ questions 
 
223.1. SSE had advised there would be a shutdown of the electricity for work on the 18 Nov and this would only 

interrupt residents for one day. Re-seeding of the ground would be undertaken when the weather conditions 
allowed. SSE would leave the electricity poles for the Council’s use.  

 
223.2. Cllr Brock reported on the recent Resilience meeting attended by himself, Cllr Webb and the Clerk. The 

Hampshire Air ambulance gave a very impressive presentation and TVBC reported on steps and procedures 
that had been put in place in case of a no deal Brexit. It was noted that the Flood Management part of the 
KSPC resilience policy needed to be reviewed.   

 
223.3. The Police Chief Inspector had confirmed that the Police were not able to actively support the 

Remembrance Day Sunday service by closing the A3057, this was due to insurance reasons.   
 
223.4. The EA had undertaken a River Walk on the 16th October with Cllr Brock. They would be chased again for 

a formal advisory note on how to identify Riparian owners. Action: Cllr Brock. 
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223.5. Several residents had asked if there was any news with regard to the allotments. The Clerk confirmed that 
no information had been received from the Diocese. A follow up email would be sent. Action: Clerk 

 
224. To receive reports from C/Cllr Andrew Gibson and B/Cllr Tony Ward.  
  
224.1. Cllr Gibson had emailed a short report stating he had asked the HCC schools maintenance team to trim the 

Lime trees on the school site which are overhanging the pavement and making the pavements slippery. 
 
224.2. The consultation period for the Wheelabrator Incinerator application was underway and a number of 

presentations were scheduled for November. Cllr Gibson would keep residents informed. 
 
224.3. The 2020/21 budget for HCC would be reviewed on 7th November and it was expected that cuts of £80M 

would be discussed with Highways being particularly badly hit. Priorities for HCC are Children, Schools 
and Adult Social Care. 

 
224.4. Cllr Ward had sent the Mid Test Matters newsletter prior meeting it was available on the website. In this 

councillors had noted that a SLR sign was potentially available for purchase from Stockbridge PC. The 
Clerk for Stockbridge would be contacted to ask for terms. Action: Clerk.  

 
224.5. Cllr Ward reported that the trackway had been installed and the Community Building was arriving the next 

day at 8.00am. Cllr Hodge offered to undertake a study of Hours of care that the Community Building 
provided after opening compared to the Hours offered previously. Contact would be made with the Pre-
school management team. Action: Cllr Hodge. 

 
225. To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 October 2019  
 
225.1. Proposed: Cllr Beacham, Seconded: Cllr Harwood RESOLVED: by majority that the minutes of the 

meeting held on 7th October 2019 which had been circulated prior to the meeting with a proposed 
amendment to minute no. 196.15 be accepted as a true record. The chairman duly signed the minute book. 

 
226. To review outstanding actions from the action list arising from those Minutes  
 
226.1. Cllr A Brock (Chairman) 
226.1.1. 199.1. Contact had been with SSE to ensure they made good any damage made to the recreation 

ground. 
226.1.2. 202.1.1 & 176.1. & 178.7 - The Environment Agency had been chased for a written report which was due 

imminently. 
226.1.3. 202.1.4 & 189.2. Declaration of Interest forms were still pending from the NDP Steering Group. 

 
226.2. Cllr I Beacham 
226.2.1. 202.2.1 & 181.2.2.   The discussion over siting the bench for Mr Orange was ongoing.  
226.2.2. 202.2.2 & 189.3. A revised Declaration of Interest form had been received. 
226.2.3. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Setting up a council email addresses was being progressed with Cllr Whitehead.  

 
226.3. Cllr R Curtis  
226.3.1. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Setting up a council email addresses was being progressed with Cllr Whitehead 
226.3.2. Cllr Curtis advised that Cllr Harwood would now be attending the Test Valley School Prizegiving. 
 
226.4. Cllr L Hodge 
226.4.1. 196.3. The Village Hall had been provisionally booked for the VE Day celebrations and a meeting 

would be held on the 27TH to discuss the planning proposals for the event. 
226.4.2. 199.4 A map of the blocked drains had not been needed as they had been cleared. 
226.4.3. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Setting up a council email addresses was being progressed with Cllr Whitehead.  

 
226.5. Cllr O Wales 
226.5.1. 199.4 A map of the blocked drains had not been needed as they had been cleared. 
226.5.2. 202.8.3 & 189.3. Cllr Wales would give the Clerk his revised Declaration of interest form.  
226.5.3. 202.8.4 & 192.1. The Village Hall Management Committee had been shown how the generator isolator 

worked.  
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226.5.4. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Setting up a council email addresses was being progressed with Cllr Whitehead.  
226.5.5. 209.2.  Cllr Wales would set up an appointment with the resident to discuss the Tree works application at 

the Churchyard. 
 

226.6. Cllr R Webb 
226.6.1. 202.10.3 & 181.7.3. Clarity was still needed on back up data. 
 
226.7. Cllr S Whitehead 
226.7.1. 202.10.2 & 181.7.2. Help would be given to install councillors’ email accounts on their machines. 
 
226.8. Mrs G Foster – Clerk 

 
226.8.1. 186.2. The estimates for work on the lease on the John O’Gaunt Field remained as per the original 

quotation.  
226.8.2. 186.3. The Road closure for Remembrance Service on Sunday 10th November had been organised.

  
226.8.3. The nest swing had been checked.  
226.8.4. 187.4. Replacement panels on the righthand side of the gate to the play area had been ordered but 

were not correct. This would be followed up. 
226.8.5. 193.1. A new bank account had been opened.  
226.8.6. 196.2. The groundworks contract would be progressed.  
226.8.7. 196.7. Minibus trips had been provided for in the next provisional budget 
226.8.8. 196.8. HCC would be asked for a change to the current trips.  
226.8.9. 196.9. The Grant request to Cllr Gibson £500 would be progressed.  
226.8.10. 196.11.  Letters would be drafted to residents to request that they cut shrubs and hedges. Cllrs would assist 

in distribution. 
226.8.11. 196.13. Issues facing older residents had been considered when planning the next year’s budget.  
226.8.12. 196.20. Guidance from Test Valley BC had not been received relating to the HRA.   
226.8.13. 199.4. Road blockage issues had not been reported to the Clerk and she had not logged any on the 

HCC website. 
226.8.14. 199.5. Application for HCC Cllr Gibson’s grant for the lengthsman would be progressed 
226.8.15. 200.1. No information had been received regarding the Catherine Edwards Trust. 
226.8.16. 200.2. A meeting with Highways and Cllrs Beacham and Brock and the Clerk would be followed up. 
226.8.17. 202.11.1. 181.6.2. 172.1.  The mapping of trees was ongoing. 
226.8.18. 202.11.2. 181.8.18. The TPO list mapping was ongoing. 
226.8.19. 210.2. The CPR Training had not been organised pending contact details with the organiser. The 

Clerk would follow up with the VH Committee. 
226.8.20. 211.1. Map current dog bins and bag dispensers. Send link to the new mapping system to all 

Councillors. 
226.8.21. 211.2. Costs for extra dog bins had been added to the budget for discussion.  
226.8.22. 212.1. Contribute £467 + VAT to video recorder. 
226.8.23. 216.1. Accruals for renovations of playareas had been included in the budget.  
226.8.24. 218.1 The scheme of delegation in the standing orders would be amended.  
 
 
227. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  
 
227.1. Cllr Wales had advised he had an interest in one of the payments on the payment schedule. It related to 

maintenance work carried out on a notice board.  Cllrs agreed that it was not necessary for him to leave the 
meeting while this was discussed. 

 
228. To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 7 October 2019  
 
228.1. Planning minutes had been distributed to all councillors and it was RESOVLED: unanimously that these 

be accepted. 
  
229. To receive the RFO’s Bank reconciliation and Trial Balance  
 



4 Signed by Chairman: ……… 
 
 

 

229.1. The Clerk had circulated various budget reports including a detailed budget for the pre-school building and 
a copy of the bank reconciliation and the latest Trial Balance report.  These had also been posted to the 
website.  

229.2. Cllr Whitehead asked if the cost code 4420 for IT and website could be split into two. Action: Clerk. 
 
230. To note the Earmarked reserve account balances.  
 
230.1. The following balances were held in ringfenced accounts: Over 50’s Bus account = £256.70, Pre-School 

Build Contribution = £7,000 and Grant Funds received for the Pre-School = 1,518.45. 
 
231. To approve Payment of Accounts and sign the bank reconciliation and statement  
 
231.1. The NatWest bank account statement and reconciliation showing £27,266.92 was agreed by Council. It was 

noted that a cheque for £500 had been raised and cashed at Unity Trust bank to open another bank account 
for the Council but that unfortunately login details had not yet been received by the Clerk. The Chairman 
and Vice-Chair had been copied on the bank’s confirmation of account opening. The Chairman signed the 
bank reconciliation. Action: Clerk. 

 
231.2. A schedule of payments had been sent to all Councillors. Payments had been made in line with prior 

delegations. RESOLVED: Unanimously to accept the payments as below:  
To     For      Amount 
Alex Rawlings Farm Services Muss Lane Hedges    £       280.00 
Andover Groundworks  Payment on account    £  12,000.00 

      2nd payment on account    £  12,000.00 
Came & Company   Insurance to end Sept 2020   £    1,794.96 
Gail Foster    Salary and Expenses    £       751.43 
Glasdon UK Limited   Bin and Liner for playground   £       179.34 

      Metal liner for 2nd Bin    £         42.29 
HFE Signs    Signs for closing car park   £         45.73 

      Signs to close access road   £         40.22 
Independent Commissioner Office Membership     £         35.00 
JCT Contracts   2 x minor works contracts   £         82.40 
King's Somborne Village Hall Computer Club - October   £         32.00 

Computer Club November   £         32.00 
KOCreations    Refurbish Notice Board Door   £         90.00 
Proline Fencing & Decking Ltd Fencing around pre-school   £    3,204.00 

      Materials on account    £  18,000.00 
Royal British Legion   Wreath and Donation    £         50.00  
Salus Building Control  2nd payment building regs   £       726.00 
Simon Nightingale   SLR October 2019    £         41.67 
Sinclair & Rush Ltd   Grass Mesh and Pegs    £       617.88 
Smith Electrical   2nd invoice on account    £       530.00 
Test Valley Borough Council  mowing the Recreation Ground   £    1,603.24 
Unity Services Andover  September Trip Wilton     £         93.30 
Wernick Refurbished Buildings 2nd payment     £  63,625.92 

      TOTAL     £115,897.38 
 
231.3. Receipts that had been received over the period were: 

From    For     Amount 
A H Cheaters Romsey  Burial Fees     £      430.00 
HMRC    Sept - VAT refund    £ 13,765.08        
Village Minibus Organiser  Trip income for October    £        70.00 

      TOTAL     £ 14,265.08 
 
232. To receive an update on the loan application with the PWLB. 
 
232.1. The Clerk explained the application had been received and commented on, and a list of extra documents 

had been requested. These had been supplied and a further list of requirements had been requested by 
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PWLB that morning. The Clerk would continue to work through the requirements as fast as possible. 
Action: Clerk 

 
232.2. NatWest had finally been convinced that they did not require approval from the secretary of state to issue 

and overdraft, as per LGA 2003, sch1, 2 (3). However the bank had been unable to progress the request for 
an overdraft due to the Parish Council not having a credit history with Experian. This would also be 
followed up. Action: Clerk 

 
232.3. Another borrowing solution was being investigated by the Clerk and the Auditor and a solicitor had been 

contacted for advice. The Clerk would advise as soon as it was known if the idea could work. Action: 
Clerk. 

 
233. To consider a recommendation form the HR committee with regards to the Clerk’s contract. 
 
233.1. A report showing the hours and rates and recommendations for increases had been given to councillors to 

consider. Cllr Harwood reported that a full review of the Clerk’s duties had been undertaken and that it was 
estimated the Clerk was spending at least 28hrs per week working for the Council. Cllr Harwood advised 
that the previous Clerk had consistently worked over his contractual hours but never charged for them. The 
Council recognised that they had required the new Clerk to gain the CiLCA qualification and that they had 
a duty of care to provide time and facilities to enable that aim. Proposed: Cllr Harwood, Seconded: Cllr 
Hughes, Resolved: Unanimously that the recommendations made by the HR Committee were accepted. 
The Clerk’s weekly hours would be increased to 25 hours per week and the scale point for the Salary would 
increase to 35 with effect from the 1st November 2019. The Clerk thanked Councillors for the 
acknowledgement and appreciation of her role.  

 
234. To consider the provisional budget suggestions for the next year. 
 
234.1. The provisional budget was discussed, and some changes were suggested. A revised budget would be sent 

out prior to the next meeting. Action: Clerk. 
 
235. To consider Correspondence Received and determine any action required 
 
235.1. An email had been received from a Pizza van business requesting permission to park and sell at the 

recreation ground. It was suggested that a layby might be preferable, and that the business should publicise 
on the Somborne’s Facebook page. 

235.2. There had been a request to amend the minutes of the last meeting from a resident that had attended the 
meeting, and this had been covered in minute no. 225.1 above. 

235.3. The Clerk had received more ancestry enquiries and reported that they were time consuming to answer. 
Cllr Whitehead offered to help with digitizing a map of the Cemetery which was welcomed. Action: Cllr 
Whitehead and Clerk. 

 
236. Clerk’s Monthly Report 
  
236.1. The Road Closure for the Remembrance Day parade on Sunday 10th November had been approved and 

volunteers were requested to put out cones. Several residents would be asked to help, and Councillors 
would help if they were able to. Action: Cllrs Brock, Hodge and Hughes. 

  
237. To receive an update on the NDP  
 
237.1. It was agreed that a meeting was required between the Council and the Steering Group and that a timetable 

for immediate actions be put together to discuss the amendments made to the Plan.  Action: Clerk.  
 
237.2. The meeting would include all members of the original steering group if possible. The current Steering 

Group were checking that all feedback given by residents had been addressed in the revised plan. In the 
meantime all received correspondence would be distributed: Action: Cllr Brock. 
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237.3. Councillor Hodge had read some of the comments prior to the meeting and stressed that Councillors must 
bear in mind when reading the revised plan, that consistency was needed between comments given by the 
Planning Committee to existing planning applications and those cited as policy in the NDP. An example of 
this was the no. of houses and density of building and access requirements as specified in comments to 
recent applications at Muss Lane. 

 
238. To receive Councillors’ reports, as appropriate, on actions taken and related matters 
 
238.1. Cllr Harwood advised he had been approached by 5 different residents complaining about the overgrown 

vegetation at the top of Church Road leading into Eldon Road. The Clerk confirmed she had asked HCC to 
carry out works but that HCC had advised that the sloping land alongside the pavement belonged to the 
neighbouring properties who were responsible for carrying out any works on the trees there.  The 
landowners would be contacted. Action: Cllr Hughes.  

 
238.2. Cllr Curtis commented that the new bins installed at the Children’s Playground were working well as they 

were not being filled quite so much and were easy to empty.  
 
239. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting – Monday 2nd December 2019 at 7.00pm in the Epworth Hall, 

Winchester Road, King’s Somborne  
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.40pm  
 
 

 
 

Signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting:…………………………………..…….Date………… 
 
 
 
 

 


