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Environment Agency  
 
Dear Sarah, 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the King’s Somborne SA/SEA Scoping Report. The 
Environment Agency is a statutory consultee in the planning process providing 
advice to Local Authorities and developers on pre-application enquiries, planning 
applications, appeals and strategic plans.  
 
We have reviewed the emerging SA and SEA scoping report and have the following 
comment’s to make: 
 
Table 2.2.1: Most influential Plans, Programmes and Policies 
 
Within this section we would expect to see consideration and reference to Test 
Valley Borough Council Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) and we also 
recommend your SA takes account of relevant policies, plans and strategies 
including your local flood risk strategies 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/flood-risk-management-current-
schemes-and-strategies), and the South East River Basin Management Plan 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-management-
plan) 
 
Together with Natural England, English Heritage and Forestry Commission we have 
published joint advice on neighbourhood planning which sets out sources of 
environmental information and ideas on incorporating the environment into plans. 
This is available at:  
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http://cdn.environment-
agency.gov.uk/LIT_6524_7da381.pdf. 
 
3.10 Climate Change 
 
Within this section one of the main data sources referenced is the King’s Somborne 
Neighbourhood Plan Flood Risk Study (2018). We reviewed the King’s Somborne 
Neighbourhood Plan Flood Risk Study and provided comments on the 29 August 
2018. We highlighted that the study was not adequate and further work was 
required. Given the history of flooding in King’s Somborne, we highlighted that 
further modelling maybe required to ensure that development will be safe for its 
lifetime, taking account of the vulnerability of its uses, without increasing flood risk 
elsewhere, and, where possible, that development will reduce flood risk overall. 
 
It is not clear from this consultation if our advice on the Waterco Flood Risk Study 
(2018) has been incorporated to ensure it is fit for purpose. Given that allocations are 
proposed through this plan (Section 1.14) and without further detailed information on 
flood risk, we are not in a position to determine if the scale of development proposed 
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through the Neighbourhood Plan would have a significant environmental effect. We 
advise that further work is undertaken to understand the flood risk impacts as 
highlighted in our response of the 29 August 2018. 
 
Water Quality and Water Resources/Supply 
 
In February 2011, the Government signalled its belief that more locally focussed 
decision making and action should sit at the heart of improvements to the water 
environment. This is widely known as the catchment-based approach and has been 
adopted to deliver requirements under the Water Framework Directive. It seeks to: 
 
•             deliver positive and sustained outcomes for the water environment by 
promoting a better understanding of the environment at a local level; and 
•             to encourage local collaboration and more transparent decision-making 
when both planning and delivering activities to improve the water environment. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans provide an opportunity to deliver multi-functional benefits 
through linking development with enhancements to the environment.  
 
Test Valley Borough Council lies within the South East River Basin Management 
Plan area. This area is subdivided into catchments. The relevant catchment for your 
District is the Test and Itchen catchment. A Catchment Partnership has been 
established for each of these to direct and coordinate relevant activities and projects 
within the catchment through the production of a Catchment Management Plan. The 
Catchment Partnerships are supported by a broad range of organisations and 
individuals representing a whole host of interests. 
 
Any requests for data can be made to our Customers and Engagement team at the 
following email address: SSDenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
We would also recommend that you contact Hampshire County Council, as the Lead 
Local Flood Authority they may have advice regarding surface water drainage within 
the neighbourhood plan area. 
 
Many thanks, 
Charlotte 
 

Charlotte Lines| Principal Planning Officer Sustainable Places West | Solent and 
South Downs Area | Environment Planning and Engagement |Environment Agency | 
Romsey | Canal Walk |  Romsey | SO51 7LP PlanningSSD@environment-
agency.gov.uk 
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Highways England  

 
Our Reference: 6416 
 
Dear Sarah Hughes 
 
Test Valley Borough Council - Kings Somborne SA/SEA Scoping Report Consultation 
 
Thank you for inviting Highways England to comment on Test Valley Borough Council - 
Kings Somborne SA/SEA Scoping Report Consultation. 
 
Highways England has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as strategic 
highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is the highway 
authority, traffic authority and street authority for the strategic road network (SRN).  The SRN 
is a critical national asset and as such Highways England works to ensure that it operates 
and is managed in the public interest, both in respect of current activities and needs as well 
as in providing effective stewardship of its long-term operation and integrity. 
 
We will therefore be concerned with proposals that have the potential to impact the safe and 
efficient operation of the SRN, in this case the A34, A36, A303, M3 and M27.   
  
We have reviewed this document and supporting evidence and have no comments.   
 
Kind Regards, 
Glen 
 
 
Glen Strongitharm 
Area 3 Spatial Planning Assistant Manager 
Highways England | Bridge House | 1 Walnut Tree Close | Guildford | Surrey | GU1 4LZ  

Web: www.highwaysengland.co.uk 
 
 

Historic England 
 
Dear Sarah 
 
Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on the draft Scoping report for 
SEA of the King's Somborne Neighbourhood Plan. In general we feel this is a 
particular good example, in terms of the review of the historic environment, covering 
several areas that are often neglected and setting a number of sensible sustainability 
objectives for the historic environment and landscape against which the plan's 
options may be assessed. Nevertheless, we feel that some additional information 
should be provided with regard to the conservation area. 
 
Within the area of interest to Historic England, the greatest potential for impacts from 
the plan on the historic environment are likely to result from the proposal to allocated 
sites for development on land within or adjacent to the built-up area of the village, 
which is an important focus of the parish's built and archaeological heritage. The 
Council have provided information with regard to the desirable management of the 
conservation area in a pamphlet published by the Council in 1986 that is available for 
download from their website. Whilst this does not form an appraisal that would meet 
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Historic England's current guidance it does provide helpful detail on the special 
historic and architectural interest of the area and its character or appearance that is 
desirable to preserve or enhance. It also includes an informative map of the 
conservation area identifying important buildings, key views, important hedgerows 
and open spaces that contribute positively to the area's character or 
appearance.  We recommend that the plan (attached) is included as 
illustrative material that can be used to inform assessment of the impact of plan 
proposals and options. Nevertheless, the absence of a full and up to date 
conservation area appraisal should also be identified as a data-gap that needs to be 
filled to provide a full appropriate assessment of the impact of the neighbourhood 
plan proposals. 
 
The draft Scoping Report does not identify any issues affecting the conservation 
area or other heritage assets.  The conservation area has seen an amount of infill 
development since its designation and, whilst this may have been deemed 
appropriate, it is notable that a part of its rural character and village settlement 
pattern with houses and cottages set among large gardens and paddocks (or 'crofts') 
has been lost. This has affected both the character of the conservation area and the 
setting of its numerous listed buildings. We feel this should be noted as an existing 
issue to which further development may, possibly, contribute a cumulative impact. 
 
We hope these comments are helpful to the District Council, but would be pleased to 
answer queries relating to them if necessary. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Robert Lloyd-Sweet  
 
Rob Lloyd-Sweet | Historic Places Adviser | South East England | Historic England 
  
Eastgate Court | 195 – 205 High Street  | Guildford | Surrey | GU1 3EH 
  
The monthly Historic England Planning Bulletin is now available online, for all your planning 
& heritage news. Read it and/or sign up here: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/planning-bulletin/ 
 
 

 

Natural England 
 
Dear Sarah  
Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above Neighbourhood Plan SEA report – I 
attach our response.  
Kind Regards 
Sarah Skinner 
Planning and Conservation Adviser  
Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Team (Area 13) 
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Carter Jonas 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
Please see attached representations made on behalf of TARMAC Limited to the consultation 
on the King's Somborne Neighbourhood Plan Sustainability Appraisal & Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Scoping Report. We trust these are self-explanatory; however, 
should you have any questions, please do contact us in the first instance.  
We can also confirm our wish to be involved in future stages in the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and supporting SA/SEA. Accordingly, we would appreciate being 
added to any database notifying of future consultations. 
Kind regards, 
 
Jamie Stanley 
Jamie 

 
Stanley 

 

Senior Planner 
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