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Dear Sarah 
 

King’s Somborne Neighbourhood Plan – SEA Scoping report for consultation 
 

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 27 November 2018 which was received by Natural 
England on the same day. 

 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development. 

 
We are satisfied that the SEA scoping report appears to consider relevant environmental issues 
including potential impacts on protected habitats and species, Natural Character Areas (NCAs), air 
quality and the potential effects of climate change. The neighbourhood plan should always seek to 
avoid environmental impacts by directing development away from the most sensitive areas with 
mitigation considered only when this is not possible. To assist the selection of the less environmentally 
sensitive sites, reasonable alternative allocations should be assessed within the SA/SEA. 

Natural England has not reviewed the plans listed in detail. However, we advise that the following types 
of plans relating to the natural environment should be considered where applicable to your plan area; 

• Green infrastructure strategies 
• Biodiversity plans 
• Rights of Way Improvement Plans 
• Shoreline management plans 
• Coastal access plans 
• River basin management plans 
• AONB and National Park management plans. 
• Relevant landscape plans and strategies. 

 
Natural England concurs with the SEA report summary of the proposed objectives for the King’s 
Somborne NDP. 

 
BAP Priority Habitat 
You may wish to note that that opportunities taken to enhance the ecological value of the BAP priority 
habitat areas may include through the use of planning net gain for biodiversity. In some situations, 
development on land of limited biodiversity value in its own right can lead to the creation of islands of 
biodiversity, permanently severed from other areas. 
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Mottisfont SAC 
We note the reference in the report to a HRA in relation to this site. 

 
Water Quality 
This includes aiming for phosphorous/ nutrient neutrality from any new development to protect and 
enhance water quality of river and ground water systems. 

 
Natural England has no further substantive comments to make in respect of the King’s Somborne 
Neighbourhood Plan scoping report. Natural has previously commented on the pre-submission 
consultation Regulation 14 (our response dated 5 June 2018). 

 
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries in respect of this response, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 
For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your 
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 

 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Skinner 
Planning and Conservation Adviser 
Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Area Team 
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