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LANDSCAPE AND ENVIRONMENT 
 

1. PRESERVING LANDSCAPE FEATURES, VIEWS & SURROUNDING FARMLAND 
1.1 Context 

The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation 
interests and soils;…….NPPF para 109 

The Parish comprises of six settlements, the major settlement of King’s Somborne 
together with the three smaller linear settlements strung out along single roads of Up 
Somborne, Horsebridge and Brook and the two small hamlets of Compton and Marsh 
Court.  

The village of King’s Somborne is a linear settlement sitting at the bottom of a minor 
V-shaped valley, alongside the ephemeral ‘winterbourne’ stream which is one of the 
tributaries of the River Test.  The village lies within a wider landscape of open chalk 
downland that has a gently rolling, undulating landform. This landscape comprises 
predominantly expansive and open, large, arable fields, with very few intervening 
hedgerows or trees. In contrast a small number of woodlands, shrubs and trees are 
located in the valley bottom adjacent to the village providing shelter and enclosure.  

Historically, these large arable fields were created from Parliamentary enclosure in 
18th and 19th centuries which resulted in the loss of earlier field systems.  During the 
20th century, further rationalisation of fields took place producing very large arable or 
prairie fields, particularly to the south of the village. The valley floor however, retains 
more historic field patterns which are typically of a smaller-scale and contribute to the 
small-scale riparian character of the settlement.  Layers of the area’s history can still 
be ‘read’ in the landscape today, remnants of the medieval park pale (often a ditch 
and bank surrounding medieval deer parks, many included wooden pale fencing), 
remain along the valley floor.  Manors and parklands such as John of Gaunt’s Deer 
Park to the north of the settlement and the Roman Road runs through the landscape 
to the south. 

King’s Somborne is described as a nucleated settlement, however it is not densely 
developed for the most part. The roads and spaces between built forms, contribute 
significantly to its character. Traditional building materials include brick and flint, brick 
and chalk cob walls with thatch, clay tile and slate roofs.  

Key characteristics of King’s Somborne  

• Historic linear valley bottom settlement character still clearly recognizable; 

• Conforms to the contours of the valley; 

• Trees typical at the break in slope between valley bottom and sides; 

• Rural ridgeway tracks and narrow drove roads; 

• Secondary routes run perpendicular to the main road; 

• Views towards ridgelines;  
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• The agricultural qualities of the surrounding countryside and the rural history of 
the village are tangible from within settlement. 

The nearest settlement to the village is Horsebridge which is a later settlement than 
King’s Somborne growing up in response to the canal and railway services which then 
passed through Horsebridge. The two settlements are well separated. A group of 
houses strung out along the A3057, broadly parallel to the Park Pale [(the residual 
perimeter bank of John of Gaunt’s Deer Park)] does join Horsebridge to King’s 
Somborne in a loose sense, but a group of meadows, all but one of which are 
designated “Priority Habitat – floodplain grazing marsh”, keeps the two settlements 
separate and avoids giving any sense of the two being joined and thus any 
appearance of “urban sprawl”. This set of meadows also prevents the spread of 
Horsebridge over the [water meadows] to the East. 

1.2 Plan objectives 
• To restrict any housing development within the Parish to the immediate area of 

the settlement of King’s Somborne.  

• To ensure positive separation is maintained between the four settlements listed 
above. 

• To ensure that the key views of the village and surrounding countryside from 
the surrounding high points are protected and not adversely affected by 
development. 

• To ensure that the village remains compact, occupying the floor of the valley 
rather than the sides of the valley. 

• Ensure that the developments are sympathetic and appropriate to the setting 
and wider landscape.  

 

1.3  Plan Policies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 The field is bounded by Ordnance Survey Grid references SU35640-30621, SU35534-30597, SU35392-30511 & 
SU35433 – 30412 

Policy E2 - Preserving Landscape Features, Views and Surrounding 
Farmland 

To preserve the field1 running between Horsebridge and Romsey Road for 
agricultural use to ensure positive separation between settlements 

Policy E1 - Preserving Landscape Features, Views and Surrounding 
Farmland 

All development with the exception of extensions to existing property shall be 
subject to a specific landscape study which shall form part of the planning 
application and must be delivered in full as part of the planning application, 
including the written brief for the study 
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• Ensure that new development is kept within the floor of the valley, [preferably 
below the 40m contour line], so it does not obtrude into the views from the high 
points of the surrounding landscape and of the village, and so that the 
settlement remains invisible in the wider landscape. Reason: the village, with 
the exception of the Eldon Road Estate which is recognised as a poor example 
of development from a landscape perspective, presents as a linear but compact 
set up of buildings, interspersed by green areas (trees, hedges, and green 
fields), which respects the natural contours of the physical geography, that is 
its spread has been limited to the valley floor within the steep sides of the valley. 

• Ensure that new development is sited close to other built-up landscape, so it is 
viewed as natural extension of the existing village, rather than as a distinct 
separate development. Reason: This will not stand out as new development but 
blend with existing buildings. This will look harmonious within the wider 
countryside. 

• Ensure new development is built in a style which compliments neighbouring 
buildings, drawing on the best of the local vernacular styles and using materials 
used in such buildings. Reason: The buildings should blend together when 
viewed from a distance, without anyone building drawing attention because of 
its different style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 The current development area being the existing permitted development settlement area of King’s Somborne 
as modified by this NDP’s Public Open Space, Local Areas of Green Space and Allocated Sites. “Windfall” housing 
development is permitted outside of this area in accordance with the TVBC Local Plan  

Policy E3 - Preserving Landscape Features, Views and Surrounding 
Farmland 

No housing development shall be permitted within the existing hamlets of 
Horsebridge, Brook, Compton, or Up Somborne. Developments are not permitted. 
outside of the current developed area2 

Policy E4 - Preserving Landscape Features, Views and Surrounding Farmland 

All new development in King’s Somborne is kept within the floor of the valley 
(generally below the 40M contour line) 

Policy E5 - Preserving Landscape Features, Views and Surrounding 
Farmland 

Any new multi-home development is to be sited close to other built-up landscape 
such that it is a natural extension of the existing village, rather than as a distinct 
separate development 
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• Ensure that the landscaping of new developments reflects the character of the 
neighbouring areas so that it enhances the landscape and reinforces the character of 
the area. Reason: There should be no sudden change in the nature of landscaping so 
that there is a gradual transition from the more spread out houses on the outskirts of 
the settlement to the more built up areas. 

 

  

Policy E6 - Preserving Landscape Features, Views and Surrounding 
Farmland 

New development and its landscaping is to be in a style which compliments 
neighbouring buildings, drawing on the best of the local vernacular styles and using 
materials used in such buildings with landscaping that reflects the character of the 
neighbouring area in accordance with this NDP’s Design Guidance (Appendix 2.2) 
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2. Public Open Spaces 
2.1 Context 

Local and neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies 
that set out the quality of development that will be expected for the area. Such policies 
should be based on stated objectives for the future of the area and an understanding 
and evaluation of its defining characteristics. Planning policies and decisions should 
aim to ensure that developments…. optimise the potential of the site to accommodate 
development, create and sustain an appropriate mix of uses (including incorporation 
of green and other public space as part of developments) and support local facilities 
and transport networks; … NPPF para 58 

See also Appendix 1.2 for further detail of assessment of Green Space 
 

2.2 Plan objectives 
• To ensure the new developments provide public open spaces and to ensure 

the character of the existing settlement is maintained and provide the 
necessary setting to promote the health and well-being of the local 
community. 

• To ensure that new developments maintain access to existing public open 
spaces 

• To provide positive management of public spaces to ensure they are safe 
and well-maintained, make a contribution to biodiversity, and meet the needs 
of the community they serve. 

• To promote mixed use developments and encourage multiple benefits from 
the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that some open land 
can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, flood risk 
mitigation, carbon storage, or food production). 

• The Parish Council will also ensure that public open spaces make a 
contribution to the Borough’s Green Infrastructure Strategy through 
appropriate management of the landscaping.  

• The Parish Council actively manages public open spaces through a continual 
consultation process to ensure they meet the needs of the community, and 
will continue to do so, carrying out a formal review as part of the periodic 
review of this Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

2.3 Plan Policy 

 

Policy E7 - Public Open Spaces 

 New housing developments in excess of 5 in number shall provide for public open 
spaces within the development. As a minimum, developers should allow for 1.5 
times the footprint of the proposed dwellings 
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3. Local Areas of Green Space  
3.1 Context 

Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify 
for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating 
land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development 
other than in very special circumstances……. NPPF para 76 

See also Appendix 1.2 for further detail of assessment of Green Space 
 

3.2 Plan Objectives 
To preserve for the benefit of the community areas of open green space which exhibit 
the following qualities 

 Beauty;  
 Historic significance; 
 Recreational value; 
 Tranquillity;  
 Richness of wildlife. 
 Local in character 

 
The Community’s Allotments are typically a feature of Public Open Spaces but as they 
are not owned by the Council are a key LAGS in this Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 
 

3.3 Plan Policy 
 

 

  

Policy E8 – Local Areas of Green Space 

The following Local Areas of Green Space and recorded in the maps below shall 
be protected due to their importance to the local community: 

 Kings Somborne Cemetery – Stockbridge Road 
 Paddock opposite the Old Vicarage – Old Vicarage Lane 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Churchyard  
 Allotments – Furzedown Road 
 Lovell’s Farmyard Up Somborne 

 
The list of nominated LAGS shall be reviewed and updated to include special 
protection for additional green areas including those on new development as 
appropriate. 
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4. Conservation Area, Heritage Buildings and Heritage Sites 
4.1 Context 

“Local planning authorities should set out in their Local Plan a positive strategy for the 
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment…… local planning authorities 
should take into account……the desirability of new development making a positive 
contribution to local character and distinctiveness.” – NPPF para 126 

King’s Somborne is described as a nucleated settlement, however it is not densely 
developed for the most part. The roads and spaces between built forms, contribute 
significantly to its character. Traditional building materials include brick and flint, brick 
and chalk cob walls with thatch, clay tile and slate roofs. Within the Conservation Areas 
there are a number of notable buildings, and the site of John of Gaunt’s Palace, which 
ranks as an Ancient Monument. The importance of the village’s historical layout and 
architecture were officially recognised in the 1972 Conservation Area designation, 
which was extended in 1987. (See Attachment 1.0.6) 

The Adopted Local Plan includes the following statements in relation to villages “…..To 
preserve the historic character of settlement the council has defined 36 conservation 
areas.”  “Conservation areas are areas of special architectural or historic interest, 
the character and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance…..It will 
be necessary to show development in context with its surroundings, including existing 
buildings, trees and the features which contribute to the character of the conservation 
area.”  

Information utilised in the preparation of this NDP may be found in the following 
attachments 

Attachment Description 
1.0.2 Archaeology and Historic Buildings Record  
1.0.3 Archaeology Maps 
1.0.4 John O'Gaunt Deer Park Map 
1.0.5 Historic Building Maps 

 

4.2 Plan Objectives 
• To ensure that any development within the Conservation Area does not change the 
character or nature of the Conservation Area and to ensure that any development 
preserves the setting and significance of individual heritage assets and listed 
buildings.  

• To ensure that the layout and design of development respects the existing features 
of the area, whether built landscape or green areas, so that the intrinsic character 
remains unchanged. 

• To ensure that the planning and design of any developments are sensitive of setting 
of historic and listed buildings. 
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4.3 Plan Policy 

 
• Developments should acknowledge that different parts of the Conservation Area 
have different characteristics, so that what solutions suits one site may not suit 
another.  For example, in parts of the village the pattern of location of properties is 
generally on irregular sized plots, and no uniformity in distance from roads; features 
such as this randomness may need to be taken into account in planning a 
development. 

• Ensure that there is separation between new developments in the Conservation Area 
and/or heritage assets, listed buildings or the historic landscape features. 

• Preserve the road facing hedges and traditional features (e.g. cob walls, hurdle 
fences), and have sufficient frontage between the new developments and the roads 
or paths to preserve the “open” aspect of the village. 

• Design near existing historic buildings must be in a sympathetic manner so that the 
historic buildings remain the prominent feature. 

  

Policy E9 - Conservation Area, Heritage Buildings and Heritage Sites 

Development within or beside the Conservation Area must be sensitive to the 
characteristics of the Conservation Area, heritage assets and listed buildings and 
their setting. Any developments must not change the character or nature of the 
Conservation Area and must preserve the setting and significance of individual 
heritage assets and listed buildings.   
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5. Flooding and Water Management 
5.1 Context 

Inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided by directing 
development away from areas at highest risk but where development is necessary, 
making it safe without increasing flood risk elsewhere.……NPPF para 100. 

There has been historical occurrence of flooding within the King’s Somborne 
settlement primarily in the village centre and along the Winchester Road. Flooding has 
occurred in properties in these locations nearest to the course of the Bourne stream.  
Cellars of some properties flood before there is any visible surface flooding because 
of the rise in the level of ground water. 

The worst of the recent flooding occurred in 2014 which prompted the Environment 
Agency to improve the flow of the Bourne stream which runs through the village by 
clearing out the stream bottom and removing small humps of gravel built up over time 
which should improve flow and potential water depth of the Borne. 

The Bourne is spring fed and its depth is directly related to the level of ground water. 
The Environment Agency’s flood maps for planning. 

(ref-https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/confirm-
location?easting=436126.41&northing=130951.05&placeOrPostcode=KING'S%20S
OMBORNE) 

[Environment Agency maps] indicate that the affected area is classed as Zone 3 with 
a larger area in the village centre classed as Zone 2. Zone 3 being defined as land 
having between a 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000 annual probability of river flooding. It is 
therefore appropriate that any new development is subject to a site-specific flood risk 
assessment which shall be carried out by, or on behalf of, a developer to assess the 
risk to a development site and demonstrate how flood risk from all sources of flooding 
to the development itself and flood risk to others will be managed now and taking 
climate change into account. 

However, the water table is not level; it usually follows the topography of the land, and 
therefore it may reach the ground level (as a rising spring) at higher levels than marked 
on the maps (from rising springs), such as was experienced by properties to the south 
of the Winchester Road in 2014. 

Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) is a departure from the traditional approach to 
draining sites. There are some key principles that influence the planning and design 
process enabling SuDS to mimic natural drainage by: 

• storing runoff and releasing it slowly (attenuation) 

• harvesting and using the rain close to where it falls 

• allowing water to soak into the ground (infiltration) 

• Slowly transporting (conveying) water on the surface 

• filtering out pollutants 
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• allowing sediments to settle out by controlling the flow of the water 

SuDS features include; filter strips and swales, filter drains and permeable surfaces, 
infiltration devices, basins and ponds 

5.2 Plan Objectives 
• To ensure development is not performed within the areas of high risk 

• To ensure development does not increase flood risk to the existing settlement 

• To ensure that the Borne remains free of silt, vegetation and debris 

• To manage the landscape as part of a flood mitigation strategy 

• To ensure SuDS principles are applied throughout the Parish and the Surface 
Water and Sustainable Drainage Guidance for Developers, Designers and Planners 
is followed 

 ref:-http://documents.hants.gov.uk/flood-water-
management/SurfaceWaterandSuDSGuidance-Nov2015.pdf 

 

5.3 Plan Policy 

 
 

  

Policy E10 - Flooding and Water Management 

All developments shall be subject to a site-specific flood risk assessment in 
accordance with the relevant national guidance. Bridges crossing the Bourne 
stream or other drainage ditches shall be designed and installed such that they do 
not impede the existing flow area. All bridges shall have minimum of 160mm free 
board above the existing bank or road level whichever is the highest. Developers 
shall demonstrate that SUDS have been properly considered and applied within 
the layout and proposals for the development.   
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6. Biodiversity 
6.1 Context 

“To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity, planning policies 
should……promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, 
ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species populations, 
linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable indicators for monitoring 
biodiversity in the plan.” NPPF para 117 

The village of King’s Somborne is situated in a river valley amidst open rolling chalk 
downland, principally used for cereal and other crops, interspersed with wooded areas. 
This is described elsewhere in this Plan in detail, and in the Borough’s landscape 
assessment LC10B. The overall strategy for managing the area is set out in the paper 
“Local Biodiversity Action Plan”. “King’s Somborne Chalk Downland is distinguished 
by its openness and more limited vegetation cover. The overall strategy is therefore to 
conserve the openness whilst restoring a pattern of hedgerows and small copses 
across the downs at King’s Somborne Chalk Downland.”  

Ref - www3.hants.gov.uk/test_valley_biodiversity_action_plan.pdf 

Within and adjacent to the settlement of King’s Somborne there is a variety of wildlife, 
flora and fauna, which should be encouraged to enhance the biodiversity of the area. 
The mapping by Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) and other bodies 
attests to this, as well as the observations of the community. Information relating to 
HBIC used in the preparation of this NDP may be found in Attachment 1.0.1 

6.2 Plan Objectives 
 

• To improve the biodiversity in the Parish. 
 

• To manage developments so that provision is made for biodiversity as part of 
the development. 

 
• To promote the objectives set out in LCA10B. 

 
• The Parish Council should encourage the recording of sightings of birds and 

natural phenomena and location of trees and hedgerows and facilitate the 
recording of important trees and hedgerows by enabling a record database on 
the parish website to facilitate expanding the work done by HIBC 

 
• The Parish Council should liaise with relevant authorities (Environment Agency, 

Borough and County Councils) to consider the merits of identifying agricultural 
land or paddocks which may be utilised for natural flood mitigation measures, 
with the agreement of the landowners, and particular planting schemes.  
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6.3 Plan Policy 
 

 

• To ensure that proper provision is made to encourage wildlife in the landscaping 
proposals for new developments, as part of the Green Infrastructure Strategy 
to provide linked green areas, such as provision of bird boxes (e.g. owls), bat 
boxes, corridors and nests for dormice, wild flower meadows for foraging bees 
and insects. 
 

• To ensure that planning applications which involve landscaping make 
appropriate provision for native planting, trees, hedges, wild flowers and 
grasses as appropriate. For a list of indigenous species see Attachment 1.0.7 

 
• To conserve and protect mature trees and hedgerows including those forming 

development boundaries 
 

• To work with local landowners and the community to gain acceptance for the 
policy set out in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan of conserving the openness 
of the countryside whilst restoring a pattern of hedgerows and small copses on 
the downland.   

 
• Development proposals that demonstrate they will conserve or enhance the 

natural environment including achievement of a positive diversity impact or new 
green infrastructure will be supported, provided that they meet the other 
objectives of this Plan. 

 
• To avoid any loss of biodiversity across the Parish and pursue opportunities to 

enhance the environment in line with this. 
 

• To use landscaping and land management as a means of flood mitigation and 
water management. 

 
• To ensure proposals will not result in contamination of the major aquifer and 

ecologically delicate chalk streams in the Parish. 
 

Policy E11 - Biodiversity 

To ensure that for any new development ecological and arboricultural appraisals 
are undertaken to identify what is ecologically significant and can be provided for 
as part of the development proposal. 


