
1www.harah.org.uk

Hampshire Rural
Housing Newsletter
Winter 2015

Hampshire Alliance for 
Rural Affordable Housing

HARAH
Rural Homes
for Rural People

Happy Birthday HARAH!
In the past ten years HARAH has…

● Provided 365 homes in 39 schemes across
Hampshire.

● Housed 1,300 residents- 96% of whom have a
proven local connection and housing need

● Seen £45 million invested in affordable housing in
rural Hampshire.

Find out how we celebrated these achievements
inside this edition.

In July, during Rural Housing Week , HARAH was welcomed back
to thriving rural affordable housing schemes that it helped create
since the partnership was formed in 2005.

Residents and parish representatives from four rural villages in
Hart and Basingstoke & Deane districts showcased the lasting
benefits that rural homes have brought to their community.

The HARAH 10th Birthday Bus Tour made stops at rural affordable
housing schemes in the parishes of Eversley, Preston Candover,
Upton Grey and South Warnborough.

The tour gave parish representatives a chance to see first-hand
how affordable housing in rural villages can look and work in
practice and to talk to people involved in developing established
schemes, with a view to undertaking a scheme in their own
parish. Participants saw for themselves how, with sensitive design
and management, rural affordable homes remain an asset to the
community year after year.

All Aboard! HARAH celebrates 10 years of
providing affordable housing with a bus
tour of successful schemes.
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Hart District Councillor Stephen Parker, welcomed tour guests explaining:

“Each site has its own unique features and the rural housing enablers and council officers work
closely with each parish council to take account of specific local priorities whenever possible.
Parishes are encouraged to engage in the process, to contribute their thoughts and ideas so that
we can try and deliver schemes that meet local need which is often concealed within existing
households. This is a personal insight – my own 35 year old son is still in the family home as he
can’t find anywhere that he can afford to live.”

“Rural schemes contribute to the area and this kind of partnership working helps sustain Hart’s
rural way of life.”

Bus Tour continued...

The first stop on the tour
was at a scheme of nine
rented houses in the Hart
district Parish of Eversley.

The homes were completed in
March 2015, with all nine
being allocated to households
in need and with a strong
local connection to Eversley.
The development has been
carefully shaped in partnership
with Eversley Parish Council to
retain established trees and
landscaped to enhance
biodiversity through inclusion
of a wild flower meadow.

Eversley Parish Councillor,
Philip Todd, describes the
generous spirit evident in the
Parish since the nineteenth
century:

“Eversley has a tradition of
helping people in the
community. As far back as
1804 the Robert brothers
rented out a field with the
proceeds distributed by the
church to help the poor. Later,
the local rector and social
reformer Charles Kingsley
inspired his pupil John
Martineau to build workers
cottages in the village after
Kingsley’s death.”

“Like most villages there’s
always an unmet requirement
for affordable homes for local
people. Lots of people simply
cannot compete in the open
housing market.”

Talking about the process of
delivering the homes with
HARAH, Cllr Todd adds:
“The Parish Council was
involved in decisions at all
stages in the development and
participated in shaping the
scheme concept and design.
As a result, the homes have
fitted into the fabric of the
village both physically and
spiritually. We would definitely
work with HARAH again.”

Eversley resident, Sam Pepper,
is delighted with her home
which her family moved into
in March this year:

“It means everything to me
and my children as my parents
live here in Eversley, as did my
grandparents before them. My
children go to the local school
and play for Eversley Cricket
Club and I work locally in the
Golden Pot.”

Eversley

Tour guests hear how the scheme
evolved.

Resident Sam Pepper.

Eversley Parish Councillor Philip Todd.
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Showing tour guests around
her home, Sam explained:

“I love the house - it is
absolutely amazing. Before,
we were living in overcrowded
conditions in the private
rented sector. My son and
daughter were sharing a tiny
bedroom.”

“All our friends are in the
village. Being here means I will
be able to look after my
parents as they get older, just
as they help look after the
children in the school holidays
now.”

Moving on into Basingstoke &
Deane, the next stop was a
development of six houses and
four flats in Preston Candover.
Completed in spring 2009, the
homes are well located for
village amenities and the
scheme included the
refurbishment of the nearby
children’s play area.

“We love being here” says
Preston Candover resident, Jo
Hunt, who grew up in a little
hamlet in the parish and
continues to have friends and
family nearby.

“My brother has worked on
the estate for 30 years. The
majority of people here have a
farming connection. There is
also a demand for affordable

homes from people living in
tied houses who will need to
be rehoused when they
retire.”

Jo feels it is unfair that there is
often an unfounded stigma
around affordable housing:

“Everyone here works full
time” she says. “There were
objections from some people
in the community at first, but
since everyone has moved in
they have realised that we are
just like them – the only
difference is that we can’t
purchase a home in our local
community.”

Former Chairman of Preston
Candover Parish Council,
Richard Walker is pleased that
the homes are occupied by
local working people and that
many are younger than the
typical resident of Preston
Candover.

“The Parish Council found
HARAH extremely helpful right
from the start, particularly in
the first few years when there
was a steep learning curve and
the advice and support from
HARAH was critical.”

“The site has good access, is
central to the village, close to
the shop and school. The play
area was refurbished by
HARAH’s housing association
development partner, Hyde. As
part of the scheme they
repositioned a couple of
parking spaces for existing
residents to ensure they
weren’t inconvenienced.”

“There have been no
complaints since the homes
have been built. This scheme
has helped a lot of people.”

Before lunch there was time
for a brief look at a scheme in
the Parish of Upton Grey. Four
years since completion in
February 2011, the ten homes
of four flats and six houses are
in impeccable condition.

Scott Edwards, Construction
Project Manager for HARAH’s
affordable housing partner,
The Hyde Group, was
delighted to see how
successful the project had
been:

“These homes really fit well
into the local environment.
They look just as good as the
day we finished building
them.”

Preston
Candover

Richard Walker (above), former Parish
Chairman, explains how a partnership
approach is critical.

Upton
Grey
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The final stop on the tour was
back in Hart at one of
HARAH’s earliest schemes.
Home to Simon Turner
(pictured below with his Jack
Russell, Bella), the eight
cottages in South
Warnborough were completed
in March 2007.

Simon suffered a severe injury
fourteen years ago which left
him in a wheelchair. Before his
injury, Simon lived with his
parents in South
Warnborough. However, on
discharge from hospital he
had no choice but to move to
a property more suitable for
his needs, eight miles away.
Simon’s disability meant that
it was difficult for him to
travel back to South 
Warnborough to visit his

family and friends.   

"I couldn't just catch the bus - I
would have to arrange for
transport to get over to the
village. I felt a bit isolated"

Having lived in South
Warnborough all his life,
Simon was delighted to move
back into his local community
when HARAH developed eight
new homes. Simon sees his
parents often, explaining that
it is nice that they can all
support each other. Simon is
pleased that all his neighbours
know each other as they all
have a strong local connection
to the parish. One of his
neighbours, a local
gamekeeper, who is also in a
HARAH housing association
property organised a 24-hour
pool competition to raise
money for a wheelchair for
Simon. They have all known
each other for years.

Simon regularly participates in
village life; he visits the local
café and enjoys catching up
with friends at the local pub.
The scheme has helped many
people remain in or return to
the local community.

Simon says "Schemes like this,
housing association rented or
part buy part rent, give people
who have grown up in the
village a chance to live where
their roots are"

Former Hart District Councillor,
Sarah Wallis, who was a firm
supporter of the scheme from 

the outset, comments:

“Rural exception sites like this
are all about local people
being able to stay in their area
and this is vital in rural
locations. It is often difficult
for people in urban areas to
understand. Increasingly,
people coming into rural
villages are retired or are
second home owners doing
cottages up. We need a mix of
ages and income groups in
our communities as we do not
want to lose the special
atmosphere of our villages.”

Resident Simon Turner is delighted with
the chance to put roots down once
again.

Former Councillor Sarah Wallis tells bus
tour guests why rural villages need
affordable homes to keep their special
character.

South
Warnborough



www.harah.org.uk

Local MP, Kit Malthouse
welcomed at Monxton
scheme

Kit Malthouse, MP for North West
Hampshire met with residents living in rural
affordable housing who, without the
opportunity to secure these homes, would
not be able to live locally within reach of an
important network of family and friends.

The development of four affordable homes in
Monxton, Test Valley is one of a number of 
affordable housing schemes that have been
built by HARAH, in the MP’s constituency. 

Kit Malthouse, Member of Parliament for North
West Hampshire said:  

“It was great to see and hear first-hand the
value of a small rural development like this.
Providing housing for people with a local
connection helps to preserve a valuable sense
of community and continuity in villages which
otherwise could become dormitories. I will do
my best to help promote this view of sensitive
developments across North West Hampshire.” 

During the visit the MP met with retired Navy
and RAF veteran David Bateman. He and his
wife Dorothy moved into their affordable
rented home in Monxton in 2009.  David told
the MP.

“I grew up with one of my next door
neighbours and I knew the mother of another
one. I feel like we now live in a very settled
community.”

And the
journey
continues…
Ten years after it was
established, HARAH
continues to work with
parishes across rural
Hampshire to turn local
people’s hopes of living in a
secure and affordable home
in the heart of their village
into reality.

5

Left to right: Sam Pepper, Phil Turner (Hart District Council), Lesley Smith and Scott
Edwards (The Hyde Group).

Kit Malthouse MP, Dorothy and David Bateman, Cllr Sandra
Hawke (Chairman of HARAH Members Board) and Lesley
Smith (Hyde)
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Eleven new affordable
homes have been completed
at Old River in Denmead,
Winchester. All the
properties which are a mix
of one, two and three
bedroom homes have been
offered to people with a
strong local connection to
Denmead. 

Construction commenced on
the £1.6 million scheme in
January 2014 and was
completed in April 2015.

The official opening coincided
with HARAH’s 10th Birthday,
so HARAH marked the
occasion with a celebration
and cake at Denmead Junior
School on Friday 25th
September. 

HARAH presented the school
with vegetable seeds and a
gift voucher to purchase
gardening equipment as they
have been allocated one of
the pocket allotments at the
scheme.

Cllr Caroline Horrill,
Winchester City Council’s
Portfolio Holder for Housing
said:

‘This scheme highlights the
importance of partnership
working. A key priority for the
Parish was to be able to find a
permanent solution to
providing affordable housing
for local people.’ 

‘We have been able to provide
housing for those who want
to live in the countryside near
their family.

Former Parish Chair Neil
Lander-Brinkley was
instrumental in turning the
idea into a reality. The project
began as a result of an

Denmead welcomes new
affordable homes for local
families 

affordable housing conference
he attended in Winchester
back in 2006. The Parish
Council had also been
approached by many local
people in need of an
affordable home.  

‘Young people move out of
the village as they cannot
afford to live there. We
wanted a cross section of
people to live in Denmead. It
is a wonderful pleasure for me
to see it and it is great that we
have been able to help eleven
families’. 

Janet Newman, a Retail
Manager in Waterlooville has
lived in Denmead since she
was five years old. She grew
up in tied accommodation in
the village as her father was a
herdsman. 

Janet spent some years living
with her mother in local
authority accommodation.
Janet had to move out of their
home when her mother sadly
passed away. She was offered
a sheltered bedsit in the
village but it was not ideal as
she was unable to invite
friends and family around, and
her neighbours were much
older than she was.
Janet’s strong local connection
to the parish meant that she
was eligible for a HARAH
property at Old River. She
moved into her new one
bedroom affordable home at
the scheme earlier this year
and is delighted that she is
able to live in a good quality
home  among a mix of
different age groups. She feels
less isolated as she is now able
to invite family and friends

Children from Denmead Primary School.
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New figures identifying who HARAH
provided homes for in 2014-15 show a
substantial increase in the proportion of
families able to return to the Hampshire
villages where they still have close family
ties.

Over a third of households housed in the last
year had a housing need and were returning to
a village where they had previously lived, and
still had close family living locally.  

HARAH has pledged to gather and publish
allocations statistics on new schemes in the
future and monitor the nature of local
connection and housing need. 

HARAH develops homes in partnership with
rural communities that are prioritised for
people on the local housing register who have
a local connection. 

The main qualifying types of local
connection are:

Applicant currently living in the parish or
village where the homes are built;

Applicant  having lived there in the past,
and with close family still in the
village/parish where the homes are built;

Applicant providing care, or needing to
move to provide or receive support to/from
family members who live in the village
where the homes are being built;

Applicant employed in the village where
the homes are being built.

It is important that much needed affordable
homes are not left empty for long. For this
reason a process is followed where, if there are
not enough eligible applicants with a local
connection to the host parish or village within
an agreed timescale, the homes can be offered

to someone else. The details of this process
(called a ‘cascade’) are set out in the planning
permission granted for each housing scheme.
Usually this cascade stipulates that people from
neighbouring parishes are the next priority. 

For the year 2014-15 it was found that:

88% of new homes were let to households
both with a housing need and local
connection (including 9% with a
connection through the cascade i.e. from
neighbouring villages).

Of those with a local connection, 43%
were already resident.

87% of households rehoused had a
medium level of housing need, eg were
overcrowded or in  insecure rented
accommodation. 

7% had an employment-based local
connection.

HARAH wants to ensure two further
priorities are met:

1To increase the focus on working with
parishes to get local people onto the
housing register and publicise when

homes become available for bidding. 

2To ensure that allocations arrangements
are well communicated in parishes so that
people understand how they work to

ensure consistent and fair treatment of all
applicants.

It’s really important that anyone who is in
housing need in a village registers for housing
so that they can be considered for any new
homes or for any homes that become available
for relet. 

HARAH reunites more rural families



EX
02

22
-2

49
05

  P
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 W
in

ch
es

te
r C

ity
 C

ou
nc

il

Hello to some new faces
The past summer saw some changes of staff, so we are pleased to introduce 2 new members of
the team

Sherree Stanley Conroy joins HARAH as the Strategic Housing Officer,
continuing the hard work carried out by Liz Willis who has now left to take up
a new role. Sherree has worked in housing for 25 years for Local Authorities
and housing associations across London, East Sussex and most recently in
Southampton.

Sherree said ‘I am delighted to have the opportunity to help meet housing
need in rural communities across Hampshire.’ Sherree’s contact details are
detailed below, so please do not hesitate to contact her.

Damian Haley has joined HARAH’s affordable housing partner, The Hyde
Group, as Land and Planning Manager with responsibility for HARAH delivery.
Damian joined Hyde from from another local Registered Provider, where he
was a Senior Development Manager working across Hampshire and West
Sussex with experience of delivering a range of urban and rural schemes for
rent and shared ownership sale.

Damian said ‘I am looking forward to the challenges of helping local
communities and Parishes to deliver more affordable homes across the HARAH
partnership area’. Damian’s contact details are detailed below so please do not hesitate to
contact him. 

Please send questions and comments to:

Sherree Stanley Conroy
HARAH Strategic Housing Officer
City Offices
Colebrook Street
Winchester
SO23 9LJ
contact@harah.org.uk

If you own land on the edge of a village
which may be suitable for affordable
housing for local people, please contact:

Damian Haley
The Hyde Group
113/119 Davigdor Road
Hove
East Sussex
BN1 1RE
damian.haley@hyde-housing.co.uk

01273 234277 (ext 4277)

The Hampshire Rural Housing Enablers are the
first point of contact for parishes who would
like to know more about rural affordable
housing or who would like to progress some
homes. Their contact details are:

Mags Wylie, 01962 857361
mags.wylie@actionhants.org.uk

Catherine Kirkham, 01962 857362
catherine.kirkham@actionhants.org.uk

Action Hampshire,
Westgate Chambers,
Staple Gardens,
Winchester SO23 8SR

The HARAH website www.harah.org.uk has
a full list of contacts and a downloadable
copy of this newsletter.



Hampshire Alliance for 
Rural Affordable Housing

HARAH
Rural Homes
for Rural People

STOP PRESS
Changes ahead for HARAH, but still

business as usual…
HARAH works with Hyde Housing Group to deliver new affordable homes across all the
rural communities of Hampshire. Hyde have been the partner Registered Provider (housing
association) developing and managing new homes since HARAH started in 2005. 

Hyde are now looking to transfer their homes in Basingstoke and Deane, Hart, Test Valley and
East Hants to another Registered Provider, Sovereign. Hyde have made this decision because
they believe they can provide a better service to tenants by focusing on managing homes closer
to their main concentrations of stock. If the anticipated transfer to Sovereign goes ahead, it is
expected to happen in 2016.  

Where a scheme is already progressed, Hyde will continue to build it out. These schemes would
then be transferred to Sovereign upon completion, and Sovereign will be the landlord for the
new tenants. To take any scheme forward, Hyde need to have agreed the principles of any con-
tracts by the end of March 2016. Where schemes are currently less progressed and the
timescales are longer term, Hyde will cease working on the scheme. 

HARAH is in the process of commissioning new development Registered Provider partners to
take over where Hyde leave off, so that all schemes can continue to be developed to meet local
need. It is expected that new partners will be in place in summer 2016. In this way, there will be
minimal delay to any scheme starting.

All Local Authority partners remain committed to HARAH, and the Homes and Communities
Agency as funder have expressed their support for HARAH continuing with a new development
partner. Which ever Registered Providers are invited to join the partnership, it will be on the
basis that they are committed to working with local communities to provide much needed,
quality affordable housing for local residents in housing need. 

It’s very much ’business as usual’ for HARAH. 

www.harah.org.uk


