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Introduction
BACKGROUND, PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF THE PARISH PLAN UPDATE

Parish Plans were proposed in the Government’s Rural White Paper, ‘Our Countryside: the Future’ (2000). 

The Countryside Agency launched its ‘Vital Villages’ programme from 2001 until 2005  as a tool by which 

to launch the White Paper proposal.  Parish Councils initiated the preparation of Parish Plans which had to 

command the support and involvement of the community at large. The principal domestic function of a 

Parish Plan was to give the Parish Councils access to the opinions, concerns and aspirations of the residents 

about  wide -ranging of aspects of life in the Parish.  This information assisted Parish Councils to formulate 

policies and take decisions according to priorities indicated by its parishioners.  It also informed residents of 

the views of their fellow parishioners; a valuable tool for stimulating local debate and discussion.  A Parish 

Plan also has a number of external functions such as informing higher levels of government about the 

opinions and concerns of the community and as a supporting document to submissions to grant awarding 

bodies for financial assistance.  Such a document must necessarily be reviewed on a regular basis to retain its 

credibility, reliability and relevance.  It is considered that an interval of five years is appropriate and hence 

the reason for this update.  It is also the intention of the King’s Somborne Parish Council to produce a new 

Parish Plan around 2015 should the concept still exist.

In 2004, the Parish of King’s Somborne was invited to respond to a 13 page questionnaire about local 

issues. A Parish Plan was published the following year which addressed issues and made recommendations 

arising from these responses.  Thus it became the basis of a mandate for future policy and actions of the 

Parish Council.  However, the Parish Plan 2005 was not the end of the initiative but rather the beginning of 

a process to bring about change and improvement and, five years on, this Parish Plan Update reviews and 

reports on the status of those recommendations and the progress that has been made as well as presenting 

and discussing the findings of the 2009 questionnaire.  It may also be used as a tool for Test Valley Borough 

Council to identify areas where they can support the Parish in its aspirations.
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Parish Plan Update contributors and the update process

In 2009, the Kings Somborne Parish Council (KSPC) recognised the requirement to review the status of 

the recommendations arising from the 2005 Parish Plan. Dawn Harrison, the Village Correspondent, 

agreed to undertake the task, supported by Frank Fahy (Secretary to the 2005 Parish Plan Committee) and 

Peter Storey, OBE (KSPC Clerk).  Tim Long, Webmaster, provided a facility for on-line submission of the 

questionnaire.

The principal aims of this Update are to assess the progress made since 2005 and to highlight matters that 

have not been addressed and recommendations that have not been fulfilled.  It is not the purpose of this 

Update to make further recommendations for the future.  It was agreed by the KSPC that the 2011 Update 

questionnaire should be on a smaller scale than the 2005 version and would be distributed via The Gauntlet 

and the Village website. The drastically reduced size of the questionnaire obviously restricted it to a 

narrower range of subjects than that which preceded the Parish Plan 2005.  Questions were therefore 

refined to matters that prior research had indicated to be ‘hot topics’.  The author thanks all parishioners 

who took the time to complete and submit the 132 questionnaires per household that were received.  

Research by the author has provided additional material for the report.

It is hoped that the Parish Plan Update 2011 will show a Parish community which has embraced the 

recommendations made in 2005 and has worked together to bring about changes as best as influential 

conditions allow and thus ensure a continuity of such changes.
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The Parish of King’s Somborne

A PARISH IN THE HEART OF THE TEST VALLEY

The status of the Parish has changed little during the past five years in terms of boundaries.  The overall 

appearance of the communities and hamlets that make up the Parish also retain an impression of status quo.  

However, all this belies a community striving against economic restrictions amid an ever-changing political 

climate.

The Parish at the beginning of a new decade

From late 2008, and in common with other industrialised countries, Britain has been experiencing a 

slowdown in economic activity.  The effects of this recession have been made more severe by an increase in 

oil and food prices.  House prices have declined and a drop in international trade has led to unemployment.  

All this has had an effect on the Parish of King’s Somborne; some households are coping with the loss of 

income and elsewhere other families are adjusting to both parents going to work although, overall, the  

number of unemployed in the Test Valley borough has not increased significantly compared with the rest of 

the country.  Small businesses have been struggling although some assistance has been offered by the 

Borough Council.  There has been reduced movement in house sales.  Nevertheless, an affordable housing 

development has been approved and some new houses have already been built within the Parish.  Naturally, 

the economic downturn has impinged on Parish affairs and on those 2005 Parish Plan recommendations 

which involved substantial financial input.

In the past five years the Parish has also been affected by the global initiative towards a greener planet.  

Recycling has become routine for nearly every household and the once weekly refuse collection is now 

alternated with a recycling week.  Whilst the Government emphasises the use of public transport, our rural 

position still dictates the car as our most popular mode of transport, although car sharing schemes have 

proven successful in many communities. The Parish as a whole remains active; its busy events calendar and 

many fundraising projects show a community that continues to flourish in good and bad times.

g of a new decade
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Demography - The People of the Parish

WHO ARE WE IN 2011

At the publication of the Parish Plan 2005, the village population was larger than the prediction by 

Hampshire County Council which forecast that the population would remain the same or fall slightly.  2011 

figures show the Parish of King’s Somborne’s population is 1,566 amongst 681 dwellings.  There is still a 

higher ration of men to women and adults make up a much higher percentage than children which indicates 

a less family orientated Parish.  The largest category is the 40s and 50s age group.

The rate of new arrivals to the Parish has decreased because of a static property market. Those who were 

new to the area received a welcome pack supplying important information. The Gauntlet and The 

Sombornes website provide details of clubs, societies and events.  Long established residents are also 

catered for but it is principally the youth of our Parish and the senior residents who seem to be less 

represented. The 2009 questionnaire received an 84% response that there should be more activities 

provided for the Parish teenagers.  However, it should be noted that recent efforts by local council to re-

address this problem were received with a zero response (see ‘Leisure’ on page 15). Whilst there are many 

club and societies to suit the more mature parishioners, there are no activities that are specifically tailored 

for senior residents apart from a keep fit class although a Hampshire County Council representative 

addressed the wellbeing of senior parishioners at a previous Annual Assembly.

Report on 2005 recommendations regarding Population

Action Responsibility Timescale

All aspects of planning or forward thinking to take account of the TVBC 

population forecasts, gender and age mix.

KSPC, clubs & 

societies

Ongoing

This recommendation is ongoing.

Update welcome pack to provide key community information. Working group Qtr 4 2006

This recommendation is unfulfilled.

Recognise the needs of young and old, long established and newly arrived 

residents.

Event & social 

organisers

Ongoing

The Sombornes website should provide key information. Webmaster Qtr 4 2006

These recommendations are partially fulfilled or a work in progress (see ‘Communications’ on page 20)These recommendations are partially fulfilled or a work in progress (see ‘Communications’ on page 20)
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Housing
DEVELOPING OUR PARISH

Over the past two years, the recession has caused a downturn in housing development on a national level.  

However, KSPC have continued to represent the Parish in maintaining regular consultation with Test Valley 

Borough Council (TVBC) and social housing providers.  A development is in hand for 21 properties of 

different sizes to complement those elsewhere in the Parish, with vehicle access from Hunters Close and 

increased car parking. When built, the houses will be for rent only and it is hoped that this decision will 

assist young couples and young families who cannot afford the ‘first step on the ladder’ to ownership. 

A private development commenced in 2010 on the former AWD site.  It comprises two large detached and 

two semi-detached houses of four to five bedrooms.

TVBC has requested KSPC to identify areas which could benefit from 

developers’ contributions resulting from new developments.  The Councillors 

have discussed amenity improvements such as play equipment, a junior 

football pitch, village hall improvements, community seating, a multi-use 

games area, appropriate street lighting and road improvements.

Planning applications are made accessible to all parishioners.  Applications are listed in the KSPC Minutes 

which are available on the website and in paper copy at the two stores.

Report on 2005 recommendations for Housing

Action Responsibility Timescale

All future housing needs satisfied by small scale development as per TVBC 

development boundary.

TVBC/KSPC Ongoing

Planning authorities to note community preference for affordable, wardened, 

single or starter homes with preference for local employment and other local 

reasons.

TVBC/KSPC Ongoing

Community preferred property built alongside executive housing. TVBC/KSPC Ongoing

Strategy to identify type and location of acceptable developments. TVBC/KSPC Qtr 4 2006

These recommendations have all been fulfilled as part of an ongoing process.

Enable ease of viewing/comments on all planning applications. TVBC/KSPC Qtr 3 2006

This recommendation is fulfilled.
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Employment and Education

WORKING TOGETHER THROUGH DIFFICULT TIMES

Employment is another factor which has been affected by the recent recession 

and has naturally impacted upon the Parish.  On the whole, small businesses 

have survived whilst, surprisingly, new cottage industries have been set up.  

TVBC offers financial assistance to small businesses to encourage initiatives 

such as start-up grants and rate relief to shops and pubs.  The sale to developers 

of the old garage site on the Romsey Road removed the opportunity to develop a unit for local businesses 

and employment for local residents.  With unemployment rising, there is a need to learn new skills.  In 

2009, KSPC and the Village Hall Management Committee liaised with a lottery funded arts project aimed at 

giving the unemployed new skills and improving confidence through a series of art and craft workshops.  

The Village now has Broadband internet connection and the provision of computer training in the village 

hall for all those unfamiliar with the technology remains an ongoing project with support being offered by 

Test Valley Borough Council.

Since 2005, KSPC has liaised with local transport providers to schedule routes which coincide with the 

needs of students.  Within the Parish, the primary school continues to provide a good standard of education  

and facilities. The School Governors and teaching staff work closely together to maintain its excellence 

whilst continuing to move forward with the support of the School Association.  The community is kept in 

touch with school activities through regular reports in The Gauntlet.  What the Parish does lack is a pre-

school which is offered by a number of neighbouring villages.  Such omission has been to the detriment of 

the Parish school in that children who attend pre-schools outside the Parish tend to progress to the sister 

primary school.   In 2009, an initiative was taken to establish a pre-school in King’s Somborne.   At the time 

of writing this Update, the project is in discussion with the Village Hall Management Committee with a view 

to starting around September 2011.

Report on 2005 recommendations for Employment and Education

Action Responsibility Timescale

Efficient transport to schools, colleges and adult learning centres. Transporters Qtr 2 2006

Efficient local transport coordinated to commuter train services. KSPC rep. Qtr 2 2006

This recommendation is fulfilled in part (see ‘Transport’ on page 10)

Use Village Hall and/or School Hall for adult learning. VHMC/HCC Qtr 2 2007

This recommendation remains a work in progress

Communications/services for home workers, (broadband, copying). Webmaster/PO Qtr 4 2006

This recommendation is partially fulfilled in respect of broadband.
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Action Responsibility Timescale

Provide community environment conducive to youth motivation/skill learning and 

balance for the employed.

TVBC/KSPC Ongoing

Identify site for light commercial/business units with settlement boundaries. TVBC/KSPC Ongoing

These recommendations are unfulfilled.
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Transport
GETTING THERE

Nearly every home in the Parish owns at least one car but the use of public transport became easier at the 

end of 2008 when Stagecoach took over the bus service from King’s Somborne to Winchester.  The 

resulting change to timetables and the use of a larger vehicle have eased the overcrowding of the early 

morning service and coordinates well with school needs.  However, whilst the morning schedule may suit 

those aiming for commuter trains, the return evening service runs too early 

for those coming from within London offices via Southwest trains.  KSPC 

continues to monitor the bus services and according to a review which they 

carried out at the behest of the County Council, these services are deemed not 

only to be adequately supported but also essential for such a predominantly 

rural area.   

Parish transport is also supported by organisations such as Neighbourcare, Dial-a-Ride and the Test Valley 

Community Scheme which provide an excellent service to members of the community without cars for 

essential visits such as medical appointments.  Most of these organisations exist through the voluntary and 

thoroughly commendable efforts of parishioners.  The services are advertised via The Gauntlet and The 

Sombornes website.  

Report on 2005 recommendations for Transport

Action Responsibility Timescale

Ensure community aware of existing public and community transport services, 

particularly Cango (now discontinued) and TVBC schemes.

KSPC  

Give wider publicity for need for taxi/private hire service in parish. Coordinators Qtr 2 2006

Evaluate potential of car sharing scheme through parish website. Webmaster Qtr 2 2007

These recommendations have been fulfilled.  

Continue negotiating changes in timings of bus services to Winchester to ensure 

coordination with commuter trains and Winchester schools.

Coordinators and 

providers

Ongoing

This recommendation has been partially fulfilled.  The evening services do not coordinate well with commuter trains.This recommendation has been partially fulfilled.  The evening services do not coordinate well with commuter trains.This recommendation has been partially fulfilled.  The evening services do not coordinate well with commuter trains.
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Highways and Traffic

FUELLING DEBATE

The peace and safety of our Parish’s rural surroundings will always be 

compromised by the intrusion of a major ‘A’ road through the middle 

of the main village.  So it is not surprising that the area of main 

concern arising out of the 2005 questionnaire - the A3057 - has 

remained the subject of much discussion and generated the most 

comments in the 2009 questionnaire.

The recommendation of the Parish Plan 2005 that the Hampshire County Council should develop a long-

term management plan for traffic on the A3057 has not been implemented.  However, TVBC has granted 

planning permission for the construction of a distribution warehouse at Andover Airfield with the condition 

that heavy vehicles servicing the store will be banned from the use of the A3057.  KSPC have targeted the 

route as high on their agenda and several councillors have worked hard to liaise with the Borough Council 

and Hampshire Highways to bring about changes for the benefit of the Parish.  A speed indicator device has 

been purchased by the Parish Council who have contracted with TVBC for its maintenance.  Its position has 

varied between the two King Somborne gateways and a central location.  Camera warning signs supplied by 

the TVBC have been installed on the gateway signs to allow a mobile 

camera vehicle to operate within the Village.  Quantitive evidence of the 

effect of these installations is not available because of a lack of statistics 

assembled prior to installation. The problem of excessive noise remains, 

however, and this too generated much comment from the 2009 

questionnaire; the two causes result from large commercial vehicles and 

inadequate surface materials although the latter is on the Hampshire Highways action list.  KSPC has 

recently been informed that resurfacing will not take place for at least a further 7 years.

The issues regarding the size of heavy goods vehicle and the noise from motorcycles have not been resolved 

and remain a problem along the A3057.  Elsewhere in the Parish, danger spots have been mitigated by 

measures that include a colour marking a footpath along Winchester Road from the Post Office to the Old 

Vicarage bend, renewed signage at a 3-way junction at Little Somborne and signage erected at the bottom of 

Cow Drove Hill.  30mph signs have been reinstated along Horsebridge Road and slow markings have been 

painted on the approaches to the Strawberry Lane/Winchester Road junction.  Despite signage, heavy 

goods drivers guided by their satnav continually enter Old Vicarage Lane only to become stuck at the bridge 

outside Martin’s Shop.
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Ours is a Parish which offers several popular walks.  Therefore, the rejection by Hampshire Highways of a 

pedestrian crossing on the Romsey Road near the school was disappointing.  The KSPC for their part have 

implemented changes for the benefit of pedestrians including the ongoing project of maintaining control of 

roadside hedges.

Report on 2005 recommendations for Highways and Traffic

Action Responsibility Timescale

Prepare long-term management plan for traffic on A3057. HCC Qtr 4 2006

Draw up a corrective action list and an ongoing maintenance schedule. HCC Qtr 4 2006

Enlist help of specialist to advice on practical and cost effective means of 

elimination danger spots, inc. one way system by Post Office.

HCC Qtr 4 2006

Cut all hedges back at least one metre from road edge within village boundaries. Hedge owners   HCC/

TVBC

Qtr 2 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled as part of an ongoing process.

Safety of  pedestrian and cyclist HCC/TVBC Qtr 4 2006

Encourage police to enforce existing speed limits and motorcycle noise legislation. KSPC/Hants 

Constabulary

Qtr 2 2006

Conduct a traffic speed and volume survey on A3057 at both ends of the village. HCC Qtr 2 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled.  

Install uncontrolled pedestrian crossing across A3057 at school and south side 

footpath crossing.

HCC Qtr 2 2007

This recommendation is unfulfilled.  The pedestrian crossing was refused by Hampshire Highways on the grounds of 

insufficient footfall across the Romsey Road.

This recommendation is unfulfilled.  The pedestrian crossing was refused by Hampshire Highways on the grounds of This recommendation is unfulfilled.  The pedestrian crossing was refused by Hampshire Highways on the grounds of 

Use low noise road surface materials within village boundaries and provide 

adequate drainage.

HCC Ongoing

This will remain a problem until the road is resurfaced which is estimated in 2017 at the earliest.This will remain a problem until the road is resurfaced which is estimated in 2017 at the earliest.

Identify and launch a Quiet Lane project KSPC Qtr 2 2006

The Quiet Lane project was cancelled by the HCC
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Village Facilities

PLACES TO GO AND THINGS TO DO

The Parish Plan 2005 recognised the need to develop both the village hall and the recreation ground.  A 

Village Hall Development Committee (VHDC) was formed as a subcommittee of the Village Hall 

Management Committee (VHMC).  Its members, who are also trustees, represent the various societies and 

clubs that use the hall. The VHMC provides an executive function and all Development Committee 

proposals must be approved by the Management Committee prior to implementation.  VHDC members 

have worked exceedingly hard to raise substantial funds towards the village hall refurbishment and 

redevelopment.  The village hall has subsequently undergone internal renovations during 2009, including a 

renovated meeting room and the installation of a new kitchen, the latter funded in part by a private donation.  

The  development of the inner hall and the location of its stage has been the subject of debate and is under 

review by a local architect.  The pavilion, its changing rooms and showers, are to be substantially improved 

with the aid of a generous grant from the Football Foundation. The VHDC remains committed to 

continuing structural improvements to the village hall for the future and the VHMC continues to manage 

operations for the benefit of the community whilst revenue is raised through hire and KSPC financial 

support.

The recreation grounds have also undergone changes resulting from the Parish Plan 2005.  The children’s 

play area has benefited from new equipment.  The plans to install multi-purpose tennis courts beside the 

Village Hall and to form a tennis club came to nothing because the actual level of interest was far less than 

that expressed in the 2005 questionnaire. A proposal for a junior football pitch was put on hold but the 

installation of a Multi-Use Games Area is being explored.  The Trim Trail has proved to be popular with 

people and dogs alike.

Since 2005, local residents have had an opportunity to attend the Moviola (now defunct as no longer viable), 

themed dinners, the Somborne Society Picnics and Tuesday coffee mornings in the hall. Within King’s 

Somborne, a music group called Broadband has been established as well as a Morris Dancing Group.  

Traditional fundraising events are held on an annual such as the Summer Fête and Christmas Fayre.  

Newer events include the Breast Cancer Awareness Fête, a one-off Ashley Castle Picnic, an annual 

Clay Pigeon Shoot and a Beer & Music Festival.
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The Crown Inn and the John of Gaunt changed hands since the last Parish Plan and continued to serve the 

community, offering excellent cuisine and ales and involving themselves in charitable events.

Report on 2005 recommendations for Village Facilities 

Action Responsibility Timescale

Form Village Facilities Development Committee to develop Village Hall and 

Recreation Ground.

KSPC, clubs, societies Qtr 2 2006

Manage day to day operation of Village Hall VHMC Ongoing

Development of recreation grounds to consider questionnaire suggestions to include 

further enhancements of children’s play area.

KSPC Qtr 4 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled.  

Provide KSPC with funding plan for short to medium term maintenance of Village 

Hall.

VHMC Qtr 2 2006

This recommendation is impractical and therefore remains unfulfilled.

Tennis facility to be included in development plans. VFDC Qtr 4 2006

This recommendation is unfulfilled.  This project was eventually abandoned as the enthusiasm expressed in the 

questionnaire was not followed through in reality.

This recommendation is unfulfilled.  This project was eventually abandoned as the enthusiasm expressed in the This recommendation is unfulfilled.  This project was eventually abandoned as the enthusiasm expressed in the 
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Leisure
FINDING A BALANCE IN OUR LIVES

Walking continues to be a popular pastime within the Parish for both villagers and visitors.  Our Footpath 

Wardens have adopted the recommendations of the Parish Plan 2005 to 

produce a list of footpaths which require attention and the remedial work has 

been undertaken on both footpaths and bridleways by offenders on 

Community Payback. Unfortunately, the Footpath Adoption Scheme was 

abandoned as there were no volunteers to look after footpath sections.  

Hampshire County Council has resurfaced some of the paths with plans 

to do more.  The constant monitoring by  the volunteer Footpath Wardens 

ensures that the Parish is becoming a safer and more pleasant place to walk and they should be 

praised for their efforts.  The Somborne Society  has produced a footpath booklet available for 

purchase from Cross Stores.

The community did not fully embrace the Parish Plan’s recommendation to 

kickstart new groups but it still offers a large number of clubs and societies 

which are advertised via The Gauntlet and The Sombornes website whilst the 

Primary School continues to operate out-of-school-hours activities.  

The Scouts have worked hard to raise funds for improvements to the 

Scout hut by cake stalls, sponsored cycle rides and treasure hunts.  KSPC are supporting Test Valley 

Borough Council in their bid to create the post of Rural Sports Outreach Officer, working within the 

community to encourage the participation of young people in sport and help establish training and facilities.  

Both the 2005 and 2009 questionnaires vigorously supported the view that the Parish does not offer enough 

activities for teenagers but to remedy this requires volunteers who are willing to give up their time and a 

commitment from the teenagers themselves.  The previously abandoned project to build a youth shelter has 

been resurrected with support from the local constabulary but a well-publicised meeting to discuss this with 

the youth of our Parish was not attended by teenagers or parents and this remains a work-in-progress.

Report on 2005 recommendations for Leisure

Action Responsibility Timescale

Promote awareness of lesser known clubs through The Gauntlet and the website. Clubs, societies Immediate

Utilise website for all local clubs and societies. Clubs, societies, 

webmaster

Immediate

Pass footpath comments to Footpath Warden KSPC, Warden Immediate

Expand footpath map booklets beyond village boundaries TVBC Qtr 4 2006
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Action Responsibility Timescale

These recommendations are fulfilled.  

Establish umbrella group to represent major clubs/societies to meet annually for 

coordination of larger events and shared activities/resources.

Clubs, societies Immediate

To date, this recommendation remains fulfilled.  However, as many club and society representatives act as trustees on the 

VHMC, the need for an umbrella group is not crucial to joint coordination.

To date, this recommendation remains fulfilled.  However, as many club and society representatives act as trustees on the To date, this recommendation remains fulfilled.  However, as many club and society representatives act as trustees on the 

Develop/kickstart new clubs/societies/activities

Somborne Morris Dancers, Allotment Club, Sunday Night at Six, Youth House 

Group, Friends of King’s Somborne Church, Marquee Market, Art Exhibition 

Committee, Beer Festival, Clay Pigeon Shoot

KSPC, clubs, 

societies, VFDC

Qtr 4 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled 

Form working group to identify youth activities (mid to late teens) KSPC Immediate

This recommendation remains a work in progress

Introduce a footpath adoption scheme Warden Qtr 4 2006

This recommendation is unfulfilled.  
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Utilities and Services

SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Utilities have introduced inevitable increase in prices.  An aspiration to feed natural gas to all households did 

not come to fruition.  Power cuts continue to occur during bad weather with the outer rural communities  

such as Horsebridge experiencing longer periods without electricity than King’s Somborne and Up 

Somborne.  With recent studies predicting a struggle for electricity generation to meet demand in the 

future, parishioners of the future may need greater self-sufficiency within the home although the 2009 

questionnaire indicated that solar panels, wood burners and generators can already be found in many 

homes.  In 2011, TVBC arranged a meeting in the village hall between service providers and parishioners to 

allow the latter to convey life in the Parish and how it could be proved.

Since 2005 there have been problems with the sewerage system, leading to overflow onto road surfaces and 

threats to the Somborne stream. Southern Water installed an increased pumping capacity and a 

comprehensive survey into connections to individual properties resulted in substantial leakage repair work.

The Parish Plan 2005 dealt with the Fire and Ambulance Services in depth and, five years later, all 

recommendations resulting from the Plan and parishioner feedback have been actioned.  KSPC continues to 

maintain close relationships with both services and a representative from the Fire Service gave a talk and 

answered questions at the 2009 KSPC Annual Assembly.                                                              

At the time of the Parish Plan 2005 publication, the Parish was entering a new phase whereby there was no 

village resident policeman.  This decision was against community wishes and alternative proposals did not 

reassure a Parish who were accustomed to a permanent police presence.  Five years on, the Community Beat 

Officers have maintained contact with the Parish via an office at Stockbridge Station, the mobile police 

station which visits King’s Somborne one a month and the beat officer attends the public session of the 

KSPC monthly meetings.  Crime reports resulting from such meetings indicate that garden sheds have 

become a popular target in the more rural areas of the Parish and there have been thefts of heating oil, 

garden and farm machinery and also deer poaching.  In 2009, animals also became victims of theft: domestic 

chickens were stolen and certain breeds of dogs were targeted. Neighbourhood Watch remains an 

important force at local level, reporting to the community through The Gauntlet.

Stockbridge Surgery still provides the majority of the Parish with day-to-day 

health care.  More and more clinics, such as inoculations and asthma, are nurse 

run, enabling this popular surgery to cope with its full book of patients. Cross 

Stores also offers a prescription collection service in co-ordination with 

Stockbridge Surgery.  Romsey Surgery remains a popular choice for new 

arrivals to the Parish who are unable to register at Stockbridge.  In contrast to 

2005, Stockbridge now offers our Parish a dental practice and an osteopath clinic although parishioners still 
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have to travel to Winchester, Romsey or Andover for opticians, chiropodists, physiotherapists and other 

services.

The Neighbourhood Care scheme operates on a system whereby volunteer drivers provide transport to 

hospitals and surgeries for those residents who do not have cars or are unable to drive.  However, more 

drivers are needed to replace older drivers who have retired.  The Community Responder service provides 

trained volunteers who act as an invaluable supplement to the ambulance service. 

County Council ‘green’ initiatives had not attained the level of importance in 2005 that they now carry in 

2011.  We are now part of a national consciousness to ‘save the planet’ by such measures as recycling and 

saving energy. Waste collection has become a bi-weekly household waste and recycling service and 

householders are provided with two separate bins for this purpose.  The green sack collections continue 

with the problems cited in the 2005 report rectified.

Recommendations were also made in 2005 to promote awareness of the library mobile service.  Again, 

KSPC was named as joint-lead on this project but it remains primarily the responsibility of Hampshire 

County Council.  Recently, the library service has had to be cut across the region and its meeting places 

within the Parish have been reduced to one.  It remains to be seen how the new reduced service is received.

The Parish Plan 2005 recommended that KSPC keep a watching brief on the ‘health’ of the shops and Post 

Office. However, no specific responsibility has been assigned to an individual within KSPC as it is felt that 

the primary responsibility lies with the shopkeepers themselves. Both Martin’s Stores and Cross Stores have 

remained in business whilst many village shops have succumbed to the recent recession. The latter has 

experienced a change of ownership twice during the past five years and, in 2008, the then Postmistress led a 

successful campaign against the Government's intention to withdraw or amend the OAP pension card 

system.  

Report on 2005 recommendations for Utilities and Services

Action Responsibility Timescale

Pass comments to Fire Service/distribute self help material KSPC, Fire Service Immediate

Pass comments to Ambulance service.  Seek assurance on response time.  Ensure 

call centre has all location data.

KSPC, Services 

coordinators

Immediate, 

Qtr 2 2006

Pass comments to health care providers KSPC, providers Immediate

Ensure all residents aware of community transport services KSPC, providers Ongoing
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Action Responsibility Timescale

Pass comments to Constabulary.  Conduct awareness programme. KSPC , Chief 

Constable

Immediate, 

Qtr 4 2006

Pass comment on waste collection to TVBC Environmental Office. Identify 

improvement plan.

KSPC, TVBC Immediate, 

Qtr 2 2006

Pass comments to shop owners, the Post Office and the pubs KSPC Immediate

Publicise  TVBC Community Services with a noticeboard outside the Village Hall TVBC Qtr 2 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled where practical.

Initiate keep fit for elderly at village hall. VFDC, HCC, Romsey 

directory

Qtr 4 2006

Pass comments to the library service.  Promote awareness campaign. KSPC Immediate, 

Qtr 2 2006

These recommendations remain a work in progress

Keep watching brief on health of shop and Post Office KSPC Ongoing

Through publicity encourage more local service providers KSPC Qtr 2 2006

These recommendations remain ongoing.  
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Communications

KEEPING THE PARISH INFORMED

The Gauntlet remains an excellent communication tool, informing the community about 

clubs and societies, village calendar dates and, through its articles, reporting on individuals 

and events.  The editorial team work hard on a monthly basis to provide this service, 

continuing to improve the magazine in both style and content.  The collation and 

distribution teams provide crucial back-up in getting the newsletter through Parish front 

doors.

Parishioner Tim Long ‘ took up the gauntlet’ with regard to a village website.  The Sombornes website is 

now well established with a directory that includes every facet of village life.  Currently, each faction manage 

their own page which can lead to inconsistencies in input and outdated information.  The latter is a source of 

concern to the Webmaster who feels that the website should complement The Gauntlet by providing current 

information and news which the monthly issue cannot do.  Tim Long is considering an alternative form of 

website management and a marketing campaign to attract a wider audience.

In 2009, The Sombornes website launched online the Parish Plan Update questionnaire, enabling 

parishioners to complete and submit the survey from the comfort of the homes.  

Compared to the above, our noticeboards may seem an old-fashioned communication tool but they remain 

an effective way of passing on information. KSPC have fulfilled the recommendations of the Parish Plan 

2005 by maintaining current, and establishing new, noticeboards around the Parish. 

Report on 2005 recommendations for Communications

Action Responsibility Timescale

Pass on comments to The Gauntlet KSPC Immediate

Establish working group to kick start the website with Webmaster. KSPC, Webmaster Qtr 4 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled.

Ensure all community noticeboards are maintained and kept to desired standard Clubs, societies, 

KSPC

Ongoing

This recommendation is ongoing.
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Conversation and Village Design

BEAUTY IN OUR MIDST

The results of the 2005 questionnaires cited traffic, dog fouling, litter and 

derelict buildings as issues which ruin our rural environment.  Some of these 

issues have been dealt with in the above chapters.  However, dog fouling and 

litter remain a problem.  The KSPC and Parish communication tools can be used 

to encourage dog owners to adopt a more responsible attitude to dog walking.  

With regard to litter, this remains the subject of debate by KSPC from time to time. As part of the 

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England anti-litter campaign, posters have been displayed 

around the Parish and support is being sought from the shops, pubs and local groups.  No response 

was received to a request for a volunteer warden so assistance is given by  the WI and individuals 

but the entire Parish as a whole is being encouraged to 'do their bit' to keep the Parish clean and 

tidy.

The Winchester Archaeological Society has completed an exploratory dig into the mounds alongside parts 

of the John O’Gaunt field and found a few artifacts of minor interest.  This will further the Parish’s place on 

the map as an area of historical interest.  The dig was undertaken in relation to the proposal to install a 

footpath from the school to the village hall.  Currently, this project has stalled for lack of funds.

The Parish Plan 2005 cited listed buildings as 

‘fundamental to the preservation of the parish 

character’. In this vein, 2009 saw the 

establishment of Friends of St. Peter’s Church, 

an initiative to raise funds to prevent the decline 

of the village church which included a mock-up photograph of how the church could look without funding.  

To date, this project has promoted successful fundraising events and received encouraging financial support 

from the Parish.

The street lights and overhead cables remain blots on the landscape.  Discussion has taken place between  

KSPC and utility companies to replace them with street lights appropriate to a conservation area as well.  

Other lamps requiring replacement with a traditional design have been put on hold until funds can be 

allocated.  The need for additional lighting along the A3057 remains the subject of debate and the 2009 

questionnaire conclusively proved that the majority of parishioners enjoy minimal lighting excepting where 

it impairs pedestrian safety.  This matter remains ongoing.

The Parish Plan 2005 revealed an overwhelming support for new bus shelters of a wooden design to replace 

the three existing unattractive shelters and this has now been done at Up Somborne, Eldon Road and on the 

Village Green.
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In consultation with Test Valley Borough Council, a biodiversity project was established in 2009 to 

maintain and enhance the wildlife in the Parish.  A suitable site has been identified and plans have been made 

for the sowing of wild flower areas to encourage insects.  Bird boxes have been purchased and distributed to 

volunteer monitors via the school. 

The Parish Plan 2005 recommended clearance of its ditches, drains and stream 

beds.  Whilst the region has seen an increase in rainfall over the past few years, 

flooding in the Parish has decreased.  The stream remains overgrown and has 

been the subject of massive condemnation in the 2009 questionnaire.  

However, regulations protecting the habitat of wildlife prevails in this respect.

Report on 2005 recommendations for Conservation and Village Design

Action Responsibility Timescale

Review the need for a Village Design Statement. KSPC Qtr 2 2006

Pursue outstanding ‘in danger’ listed buildings in the Parish TVBC, KSPC Qtr 4 2006

Draw up plan to remove ‘eyesores’ KSPC, HCC, TVBC Qtr 2 2007

Create a biodiversity conservation area. KSPC Qtr 2 2007

Ensure ditches, drains and stream beds are  kept clear.  Where appropriate, 

increase the size of drainage and culverts

HCC Ongoing

Draw up a tree planting strategy Tree Warden Qtr 4 2006

These recommendations are fulfilled as part of an ongoing process.

Appoint a litter warden.  Hold a litter volunteer day. KSPC Qtr 4 2006

This  recommendation is not fulfilled as a litter warden could not be found.
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Parish Plan Update 2011 Addendum

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

Why submit another questionnaire?

Five years on from the last questionnaire, ours is still a Parish that holds strong views and occasionally gives 

voice to them at Parish meetings.  The Parish Plan Update, therefore, seemed a good opportunity to once 

again incorporate those views and convert them into recommendations.

Research was carried out by the author during 2009 to find out what local issues were of greatest concern to 

the Parish.  These issues provided the basis of the questionnaire.  However, our daily lives are also governed 

by national factors and one question reflects power supply.  Every attempt was made not to duplicate any 

part of the 2005 questionnaire but some issues are still of major concern.  

It was decided that the questionnaire should be brief which perhaps compromised its efficacy in respect of 

the range of questions.  However, the Update is not meant to provide an in-depth analysis but rather a look 

at the impact of the original Parish Plan on our community.

Questionnaire results

This addendum is in addition to, and independent of, the Parish Plan Update 2011.  Below are results per 

subject heading, per question.  Answers were submitted by either paper or, for the first time, online via The 

Sombornes website.  Of the 132 responses, 21 questionnaires were submitted online and the rest were left at 

the two village shops.  Overall, the Parish has spoken as ‘one voice’ on most subjects so analysis was not a 

difficult process and, encouragingly, some issues were already in the process of being actioned by the time 

this report was being written.  Where comments were invited, samples have been included in this report.  All 

comments were passed to the King’s Somborne Parish Council and other relevant recipients.

King’s Somborne Parish Plan Update 2011                                                                                                           24



1.  General

This section was designed to give parishioners a chance to speak openly on how they feel about their Parish.

1.1  What do you like most about living ! ! ! ! 1.2 What do you like least about living 

in the Parish?! ! ! ! ! ! ! in the Parish?

! ! ! ! ! !
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Rural area 54%
Community spirit 32%
Great place to raise children 4%
Vast range of activities 4%
Easy access to major roads 3%
Work near home 3%

g 

Traffic on A3057 50%
Volume of big lorries 18%
Lack of teenage facilities 14%
Overhead cables 11%
Them & us feeling between certain groups 4%
Infrequent public transport 3%

Traffic speed 37%
Pedestrian safety 32%
Driver safety 15%
Cyclist safety 14%
Traffic noise 1%
Traffic volume 1%

1.1 A selection of  comments made

• Sense of community and country surroundings.

• Being away from urban life and being in a quiet 
environment.  Feeling part of the community.

• The community spirit and how safe the village is.  I 
love receiving the Gauntlet every month and feel that 
helped us settle into the village quickly when we 
moved.

• Having a great primary school.  Living in a beautiful 
area close to Winchester.

• Being part of a community. Living in a ‘protected’ 
area of outstanding natural beauty.  Feeling like we 
live in a place where we can ‘belong’.

• The rural location and sense of community.

• Friendly people who care about their community.

• It’s where all my family are; my history is in the 
village.

• The fact that it is an active (many organisations) 
village with a diverse range of villagers.

1.2  A selection of  comments made 

• Being on a ‘rat run’ where road users are rude when I 
come out of our drive.

• The drainage on Winchester Rd between KS and 
The Rack & Manger pub is dreadful, leads to road 
becoming very flooded.

• A speed limit is needed on the main road past Up 
Somborne and a crossing for the school.

• Vehicles too large for the size of road, excepting 
farm traffic.  Road should be a ‘B’ road, not ‘A’.

• Traffic on A3057 and council’s increased efforts to 
turn this rural village into an urban town.

• The feeling of division between the estate and the 
rest of the village.

• Outsiders coming into the village, buying up all the 
land to build their houses on and then think they own 
and know what’s best for the village.

• Public transport links are not good.

2. Traffic

2.1  The King’s Somborne section of the Romsey Road (A3057) has been the 

subject of traffic calming initiatives.  Do you think the new white lines and 

flashing sign have improved any or all of the following?   (Percentages 

represent “yes” answers.)

2.1 A selection of  comments made

• Crossing the A3057 restricts our movements around King’s Somborne.

• Would prefer not to have more street lights even if they did make it easier to walk at 
night.



3. Pedestrian safety

Following a complaint from parishioners at a Parish Council meeting, this question was included to see if 

these views represented the community.

4. Pride in our Parish
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4.1  Do you think that any of the following detract 

from the physical environment of the Parish?

16%

22%

29%

33% Traditional street lamps
More flower beds
Traditional street furniture
Planting of more foilage

9%
11%

11%

12%
18%

18%

21%
Reduced traffic speed
Additional pathways
Additional pedestrian crossings
Better maintained pavements
Dropped kerbs
Additional street lighting
Additional public seating

1%
2%5%

6%

7%

15%

16%
24%

24%

Overhead cables
Overgrown stream
Traffic pollution
Modern street lamps
Litter/dog fouling
Tubular metal railings
Overgrown hedges
Signs
Poorly maintained street furniture

3.1 A selection of  comments made

• Restriction of parking around the Post Office Stores

• Biggest concern is through traffic speed.  I do not feel safe walking with my children.

• The main walking routes are beside the main roads so walking is not a relaxing, pleasant or ‘getting some fresh air’ experience.

• There needs to be a school crossing or lollipop person.

• Need more paths; the two roads to Up Somborne from King’s Somborne have parts with no pathway at all.

• Improved upkeep of the pathways.

• Need a path from the end of the pavement in Romsey Road to the start of Horsebridge Road so you can walk to Horsebridge all 
year round rather than only in daylight and fine weather using the current footpaths.

• It’s crazy that there is no pathway to Horsebridge Road except for the field, especially as this is part of a walk.

4.2  Do you think that any of the 

following would enhance the appearance 

and character of the Parish?

3.1  Which of the following would encourage 

you to walk more within the Parish?

4.1 A selection of  comments made 

• The ‘armoc’ barrier outside the school. Lack of 
communal planting.  Village Hall and car park.

• The Winterborne should be village focus and have 
regular clearance of weeds and debris.  The stream bank 
should have seasonal flowers and be regularly cut back.

• We rather like the metal railings on the Winchester 
Road.

4.2 A selection of  comments made

• A community orchard could be incorporated into tree- 
planting schemes. Plus, ideally the village should be 
trying to protect the green spaces we already have whilst 
planning more.

• Less commercial property within or close to residential 
areas.  More traditional (& picturesque) bridge railings.

• Street lighting is polluting the atmosphere. I prefer no 
lights on during the sleep hours as it is a waste of 
money. 



5. Conservation and Heritage

This question explores community awareness of our heritage and support to be gained for future initiatives.

5.1  With the recent launch of an initiative to raise funds to maintain our Church of St Peter & St Paul, how 

important do you consider the recording and preservation of the heritage of our Parish to be?

6. Parish Website

The Sombornes website is not utilised as much as other village websites.  This section examines the reasons 

why.

6.3  How do you find ease of navigation of the website?

6.4  How do you think the website could be improved?
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6.1  How often do you look at the Parish website?
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6.2  If you replied ‘never’ to 6.1, is the reason...?
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6.4 A selection of  comments made

• Limited in its scope, diary is not giving a lot of information about activities/events that are being organised.  Gauntlet 
has wider scope.

• It currently looks very formal, perhaps adding some photos, using a larger font or more colourful could make it more 
user friendly.

• It needs more support.  Perhaps by linking it to the school and getting the children online and participating, it will draw 
in the parents.

• More information regarding up-coming events in the diary.



7. How to use a computer

This question was influenced by Government reports that the computer is becoming an important tool for 

senior citizens and those with disabilities in respect of communication and emergencies.  

7.1  If you replied “can’t use computer” to question 6.2, would you be willing to take part in computer 

lessons in the Village Hall?

8. The Youth of our Parish

8.1  Do you think there are enough activities for (a) children and (b) teenagers: 

8.4  Do you think the youth of the Parish would benefit from any of the following?
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8.2  Do your children attend more activities 

outside than inside the Parish?
8.3  Why do you think a project to build a 

youth shelter failed to engage any interest?
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9. Disability and Age

Recommendations regarding this section remained outstanding from the recommendations of the Parish 

Plan 2005 and this subject was therefore re-examined in 2010.

10. Utilities

For the outside villages and hamlets in our Parish, power cuts are becoming more frequent and lasting for 

longer periods.  Also, Government and industry reports predict energy shortages in the future with demand 

exceeding supply.  This question is designed to access how prepared our community is for such situations.

10.1  In what areas do the power cuts inconvenience you and your family most?

10.2 Which of the following would you consider adopting to help reduce energy and fuel consumption and 

to combat climate change?
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9.1 Do you feel unable to take part in your 

community because of one or both of the 

following?

9.2 In what way is Parish accessibility 

difficult for disabled villagers or wheelchair 

users?

9.2 A selection of  comments made

• Pavements are poorly maintained or non-existent. The 
pavements that are present are too narrow or being 
used by householders to park their cars.

• Lack of pavements, volume and size of vehicles.

• Traffic makes it difficult to cross busy roads like the 
A3057.  Need crossings.

• Lack of crossing on A3057 makes it dangerous/
impossible for people who can’t walk quickly to get 
across the road.

41%

34%

13%

12% Cooking
Home business
Home studies/homework
Medical equipment

ce energy and fuel consumption

22%

21%
17%

17%

10%

8%
4%

1%
Low energy bulbs 22%
Wood burner 21%
Loft/cavity wall insulation 17%
Double glazing 17%
Water-saving device 10%
Reduce vehicle use 8%
Use local shops 4%
Solar panels 1%



11.  Local Authorities

11.1 How do you feel that your elected representatives could be more effective?

11.1 A selection of  comments made

• Make sure a realistic view of rural life is reflected to the County Council.  Do we really need 8 different speed limits 
between here and Romsey?  This is not a town so do not want to see 30 mph where there is no real need. People in 
villages will always end up using cars as it would never be economic to provide good public transport so we should 
accept that an A road is for cars. Encourage people to follow rural activities like walking on footpaths, allotments, rural 
crafts, riding.

• Councillors should be more active in the village activities and not be so reclusive. Councillors should actively find out 
about villagers opinions and thoughts to help in the decision making process. Councillors should be more noticeable in 
the village. Who is our HCC councillor?

• My greatest concern is for the school children and the young adults in the parish. I would hope that our representatives 
are in touch with the needs of parents with small children. Parents have to negotiate roads with no paths and have to 
cross a very busy main road at a peak time. Daily, I see parents with a buggy and one or two primary aged children 
walking by their side, attempting to cross or walk on a road that has no provision for them.

• Look at the bigger picture with regards to the road. Campaign to downgrade to a 'B' road or to look into alternatives 
like a bypass to protect our village and if necessary, join forces with other villages along the road for a louder voice. 
Many listed buildings are being damaged by the increasingly large lorries that the EU allow to use 'A' roads, regardless 
of whether the 'A' road in question is capable of taking that size of lorry. If we don't stand up for ourselves, no-one else 
will.

• By taking action against the speeding traffic in our village, they should be pushing for a 20mph limit, then perhaps 
traffic will slow to 30mph. At the moment I would estimate that traffic is mostly above 30mph. I feel that it is only a 
matter of time before we have a tragic accident in the village due to the speed of passing traffic. I have seen locals waving 
and shouting at passing cars in an attempt to slow them down.  Something needs to be done.

• How about talking to true village people and finding out what they want and feel the village needs? After all a lot of the 
estate people have been here a lot longer than many of the elected representatives.

• Perhaps the TVBC and HCC councillors could be invited to write an update on their activities in The Gauntlet and on 
the website - the website could also provide a "blog" for the Parish Council?

• Try visiting people around the Parish.  To be more obvious and known around the village.

• By personal contact.

• Parish Council - younger members and ladies putting themselves forward to election.

• More money should be given back to local government from central government sources.

• All reviews/inspections/comparisons show that we are lucky to have such effective local authorities.

• They are doing a good job!

12.  Order of importance

12.1  Please rate the issues in this questionnaire in order of importance to you (10 being the most important).
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Credits:
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With assistance from Frank Fahy

King’s Somborne Parish Council support

Cllr Richard Dyke (Chair)

Peter Storey, OBE (Clerk)

Thanks to all KSPC members who provided background 

information and feedback

The Sombornes Website

Thanks to Tim Long (Webmaster) who compiled and 

uploaded  The Sombornes website questionnaire.

Photographs

The Tapestry, cover page

Aerial photograph, page 2 by Geoff Butler

Photographs featured on pages 3 - 23 by Paul Goddard, Dawn 

Harrison, Angus Kirk, Richard Thomas, by courtesy of 

TVBC and unknown sources

Feedback:

The information contained in this report has been compiled 

and written in good faith.  Any comments regarding this 
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King’s Somborne Parish Council.
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Storey, OBE.
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